
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
TO:  HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 
   
FROM: SHERRI TAKALLOO, SENIOR PLANNER 
 
DATE:  MARCH 13, 2024 
 
RE: CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 2024-COA-03 CONSTRUCTION 

OF A NEW ROOF AT CLIFFORD HOUSE AT 536 N BAY STREET 
                      (AK 1186625) 
  

 

PROPOSED PROJECT:  

Michelle Saxman, City of Eustis GIS/Engineering Specialist, is requesting Historic 
Preservation Board approval to construct a new roof at a local landmark/site. The current 
roof is asbestos shingles. A company will be hired to properly remove the shingles. The 
asbestos shingles would be replaced with a standing seam metal roof. 
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               The front porch roof is metal built on 1911   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pedestrian views of 536 N BAY STREET 
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Eustis Designates Four Historic Local Landmarks 

By unanimous vote of the Eustis City Commission on September 9, 2010, the four 

buildings highlighted below were designated as historic local landmarks. These newly 

designated local landmarks joined the list of sixteen other properties that had been 

designated as local landmarks since the City’s Historic Preservation program began in 

1995.  

 

1. Eustis Woman’s Club – 227 N. Center Street 
2. Eustis City Hall – 10 N. Grove Street 
3. Clifford House (aka Eustis Historical Museum & Preservation Society) – 536 

N. Bay Street 
4. Alice B. McClelland Memorial Bandshell – 200 Ferran Park Drive 

 

 

The Clifford House was constructed circa 1910/1911 and was listed in the National 

Register of Historic Places in 1974. The Clifford’s were early settlers of Eustis with Mr. 

G.D. Clifford arriving in 1875. Mr. Clifford was a local merchant, businessman, and civic 

participant. The Clifford House is a good example of the Neo-Classical style of 

architecture. One will find that not only the exterior, but also the interior of the house 

provides a true step back into time and is a significant reminder of early Eustis. Since 

1986 the building has been the home and meeting place of the Eustis Historical Museum 

& Preservation Society. Through a partnership between the City of Eustis and the 

Museum, the preservation and restoration of the building over the years has been met 

with great success. 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION: 

Owner:  City of Eustis 
Site Acreage:  1.65 acres 
Alt Key:                    1186625 
Year Built:                1910/1911  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Location of the Clifford House 
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Future Land Use: Public/Institutional (PI) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Design District: Urban Corridor 
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CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION: EUSTIS CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 46: 

Section 46-227 

(l) In considering an application for a certificate of appropriateness for alteration, new 

construction, demolition or relocation, the board shall be guided by the following general 

standards:  

(1) The effect of the proposed work on the landmark, landmark site or property within 

an historic district upon which such work is to be done;  

This local landmark, the Clifford House at 536 N Bay Street, is classified as the 

Neo Classical Revival architectural style.  

(2) The relationship between such work and other structures on the landmark site or 

other property in the historic district;  

The proposed re-roof for a metal roof in lieu of shingles is consistent with the 

surrounding properties. There are some examples of metal roofs on historic 

buildings, photos attached to this report. 

 (3) The extent to which the historic, architectural or archaeological significance, 

architectural style, design, arrangement, texture and materials of the landmark or 

the property will be affected;  

This local landmark, 536 N Bay Street, is classified as Neo Classical Revival 

architectural style.  

Neo Classical Revival is a style that came into fashion in the late 19th century 

and has a looser interpretation of classical ideals. The style exploded after the 

World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893. The buildings for the fair 

highlighted classical forms and inspired builders across the country. Many 

homes, courthouses, banks, schools, and churches were built in this style in 

the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  

As for roofing materials, wood shingles, slate, metal and clay tiles were 

commonly used and popular alternatives.  

Some properties with originally metal standing seam roofs are attached to this 

report, as per Florida Master Site Plan. 

When considering re-roofing for historic homes, it’s essential to choose 

materials that either mimic the original or blend seamlessly with the 

architectural style. Metal roofs, with their longevity, durability, low 

maintenance, energy efficiency, and sustainability, can be an appropriate 

choice for preserving historic charm while ensuring durability.  
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(4) Whether the plans may be carried out by the applicant within a reasonable period 

of time.  

If the Historic Preservation Board approves the COA, the applicant intends to 
move forward quickly to apply for a building permit, then complete the 
proposed roof replacement upon building permit approval. The applicant 
wants to hire a company to properly remove the roof shingles and replace it 
with the new metal roof which is compatible with the style of the era.  

(n) In considering an application for certificate of appropriateness for new construction, the 
board shall consider the following additional guidelines: 

(1) Material. The material of any proposed alteration or construction shall be 
compatible with the style and character of the landmark and with surrounding 
structures in an historic district. 

The new roof’s material; standing seam metal roof compliments the Neo 
Classical Revival architectural style.  In addition, the durability and longevity, 
energy efficiency, environmental impact/sustainability and minimum 
maintenance are other advantages.  

(2) Proportions of windows and doors. The proportions and relationships between 
doors and windows shall be compatible with the architectural style and character of 
the landmark and with surrounding structures in an historic district. 

Not applicable; this is a new roof, which will not include any new windows or 
doors. 

(3) Relationship of building masses, setbacks and spaces. The relationship of a 
structure within an historic district to the open space between it and adjoining 
structures shall be compatible. 

The proposed re-roof should not have any negative effect on building masses, 
setbacks, and spaces. 

(4) Roof shape. The design of the roof shall be compatible with the architectural style 
and character of the landmark and surrounding structures in an historic district. 

There is no change for the roof shape/form. The proposed re-roofing material 
is standing seam metal and the color is slate gray and is compatible with 
surrounding historic district. 

(5) Landscaping. Landscaping shall be compatible with the architectural character 
and appearance of the landmark and of surrounding structures and landscapes in 
an historic district. 

While the applicant has not provided a landscape plan, they intend to preserve 
the existing landscaping on the property. 
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(6) Scale. The scale of the structure after alteration, construction or partial demolition 
shall be compatible with its architectural style and character and with surrounding 
structures in an historic district. 

The scale of the proposed roof is compatible with the existing building, and 
generally consistent with the Neo-Classical Revival architectural style.  

Metal roofs can closely mimic traditional materials like slate or wood shingles.  

(7) Directional expression. Facades in historic districts shall blend with other 
structures with regard to directional expression. Structures in an historic district shall 
be compatible with the dominant horizontal or vertical expression of surrounding 
structures. The directional expression of a landmark after alteration, construction or 
partial demolition shall be compatible with its original architectural style and 
character. 

The proposed re-roof should not change the directional expression of the 
historic local landmark site.  

(8) Architectural details. Architectural details, including materials and textures, shall 
be treated so as to make a landmark compatible with its original architectural style 
and character and to preserve and enhance the architectural style or character of a 
landmark or historic district. The board will give recommendations as to appropriate 
colors for any landmark or historic district. 

This local landmark, 536 N Bay St, is classified as the Neo-Classical Revival 
architectural style. The proposed re-roofing is standing seam metal and the 
color is dove gray and is compatible with surrounding historic district. 

 (9) Impact on archaeological sites. New construction shall be undertaken in such a 
manner as to preserve the integrity of archaeological sites and landmark sites. 

Not applicable. 

CONSIDERATIONS:   

Staff has reviewed the re-roofing COA application and offers the following:   

Metal roofing materials historically align with the architectural styles of historic Neo 

Classical Revival houses. Other advantages include the durability and longevity, 

energy efficiency, environmental impact and minimum maintenance.  The examples 

of metal re-roofing for historic buildings are provided by the applicant.  Metal roofs 

are compatible and an appropriate choice for traditional shingles. 

There are more historic buildings around with metal roofs, as evidenced by the 

attached pictures. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Based on the analysis above, staff recommend approval of the request. 
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Proposed metal roof details; 
 

The color is Slate Gray; 

The panel width is 16” and the panel profile is Striations on the standing seam 
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Examples of historic buildings with metal roof provided by applicant 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hotel in Key West 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Community Congregational Church, Mount Dora 
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870 Indianola Drive in 

 Indianola on Merritt Island 
 

 

 

                          

           Mount Zion Primitive Baptist  

                           Church 

 

                   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1890 Windermere School; 113 West Seventh Ave, Windermere FL 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indianola,_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merritt_Island,_Florida
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Pictures of historic buildings with metal roof in Local landmark site area  
 
 
 
 

            343 N Bay St                                                            402 N Bay St 
     
          804 N Bay St                                                           301 N Bay St 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          1 Park St 
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353 S Grove St 
 
 

            
                                                                       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

320 S Grove St 
 
 
                    

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                       
                                                       
                                                       117 Diedrich Street 
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509 E Lemon Ave 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
113 S Grove St 
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Six (6) random local landmark properties, built with standing 

seam metal roofs 
 

Source: Historical Structure Form Florida Master Site File 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION 

 


