STATE OF FLORIDA

OFFICE OF THE GOVERN OR
EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER 25-213

(Emergency Management —Lake County Flooding)

WHEREAS, on Sunday, October 26, 2025, portions of Lake County, including t_he City
of Eustis and the City of Mount Dora, witnessed record breaking severe and heavy rainfall and
consequential 'ﬂoo'ding; and

' WHEREAS, on October 27, 2025, Lake County-issued a county-wide State of Emergency,
addressing the clear and present threat posed by the excesSiVé rainfall runoff, flash flooding, and
other dangerous conditions across Lake County; and

‘WHEREAS, preliminary reports indicate that the rainfall and flooding across Lake County
limits have impacted, and may continue to impact, the operatlonal capability of critical
1nfrastructure 1nclud1ng major state and county roadways a1rports hosp1tals schools, and other
critical infrastructure throughout Lake County; and

WHEREAS, this emergency situation poses a sighiﬁcant threat to the safety, security, and
well-being of Floridians residing within the Lake County limits; and

WHEREAS, as Governor of Florida, I am résporisiblé for m_e'etirig the d_angers presented
to Florida and its people by this emergency. -

NO'W,‘ THEREFORE, I, RON DESANTIS, as Governor of Florida, by virtue of the
authority vested in me by Article IV, Section 1(a) of the Florida Constitution and by the Florida
Emergency Management Act, as amended, and all other applicable laws, promulgate the following

Executive Order, to take immediate effect:



Section 1. Because of the foregoing conditions, I declare that a state of emergency exists
in Lake County.

Section 2. I designate. the Director of the Division of Emergency Management
(“Director”) as the State Coordinating Officer for the duration of this emergency and direct him to
execute the State’s Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan and other respoﬁse, recovery,
and mitigation plans necessary to cope with the emergency. Pursuant to section 252.3 6(1)(a),
Florida Statutes, I delegate to the State Coordinating Officer the authority to exercise those powers
delineated in section 252.36(6)7(12),Florida_ Statutes, which he shall exercise as needed to meet
this emergency, subject to the limitations of section 252.33, Florida Statutes. In exercising the
powers delegated by this Executive Order, the State Coordinating Officer shall confer with the
Governor to the fullest extent practicable. The State Cootdinating Officer shall also have the
authority to: |

A. Invoke and adminisfcer the Emergency Management Assistance Compact
(“EMAC”) (sections 252.921-252.9335, Florida Statutes) and other compacts and agreements
existing between the State of Florida and other states, and to coordinate the allocation of resources
from such other states that are made available to Florida under such compacts and agreements so
as to best meet the dangers presented by this emergency.

B. Seek direct assistance and enter into agreements with any and all agencies of
the federal government as may be needed to meet this emergency.

C. Direct all state, regional, and local governmental agencies, including law
enforcement agencies, to identify personnel needed from those agencies to assist in meeting the

response, recovery, and mitigation needs created by this emergency, and to place all such personnel



.under the direct command and coordination of the State Coordinating Ofﬁpgr »to meet this
emergency.

D. Direct the actions of any state agency as necessary to implement the Federal
Emergency Management AgehéY’s Natiqnal Disaster Recovcfy 'Fran.ieWorl_(;'

E. Designate Deputy State Coordinating Officers and _. Deputy State Disaster
Recovery Coordinators, as necessary.

F. “Susp'erixd -_tﬁe effect of any statute, rule, or order that would in any Way prevent,
hindef, or delay any mitigation, response, or recovery action necessary to cbpé 'in‘_[h this
emergency. In accordance with section 252.3611(1), Florida Statutes, any 'sucﬁ order, declaration, -
or other action shall spep_ify each statute or rule being. amended or Waivévd_,‘if appliCabIe, and the
expiration date for the order or action.

G. Enter orders as may be needed to implement any of the fOregoiﬂg powers;
however, @he requirements of section 120.54(4), Florida Statutes, do not apply to any such orders
issued by the State Coordinating Officer. No such order shall remain in effect b_eyohd the
expiratid'n of this Exécutive Order, including any extension thereof.

Section 3. I find that the spe;ﬁial duties and respbn‘sibi:litie's v‘resting upon some State,
regional, and local agencies and other governmental bodies in responding to ‘this'emefgericy may
require them to suspend or waive certain statutes, rules, ordinances, and orders they administer.
Therefore, I issue the following authorizations:

‘A. Pursuant to section 252.36(6)(a), Florida Statutes, the Executive Office of the
Governor may suspend all statutes and rules affecting budgeting to the extent necessary to provide
budget authority for state agencies to cope with this emergency. The requirements of section

120.54(4), Florida Statutes, do not apply to any such suspension issued by the Executive Office of



the Governor. No such suspension shall remain in effect beyond the expiration of this Executive
Order, including any extension thereof. |

B. Each State agency may suspepd the provisions .of any regulatory statute
prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business or the orders or rules of that agency, if
strict compliance with the provisions of any such statute, order, or rule would in any way prevent,
'hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with the enicfgertcy. For the purposes of this Executive
Order, “necessary action in coping with the emergency” means -any emergency mitigation,
response, Or recovery action: (1) prescribed in the Staté Cbm_prichetlsive Emergency Managemént
Plan (“CEMP”); or (2) ordered by the State Coordinating Officer or designee. In accordance with
section 252.3611(1), Florida Statutes, any agency order, declaratiori_j,'.b'rv other action suspending a
statute or rule shall specify each statute or rule being amended or WaiVed, if applicable, and the
expirat_ion date for the order or action. The requirements of section 120.54(4), Florida Statutes,
shall not apply to any such suspension issued by a State agency. No such suspension shall remain
in effect beyond the expiration of this Executive Order, »includitig any extension thereof.

C. All state _agencibs entering emergency ‘c:)r'ders, emergency rules, or other
emergency actions in response to this emergency shall advise the State Coordinating Officer
contemporaneously or as soon as pract_icabl_e'thfcréafte'r,var_ld? pursuant to section 252.36(3)(b),
Florida Statutes, shall file the order or declaration with the Division of Admiri_istrative Hearings
within five days of issuance.

Section 4. Ifind that the demands placed upon funds specifically appropriated to state and
local agencies for disaster relief or response are unreasonably great and that such funds may be

inadequate to pay the costs of Coping with this emergency. In accordance with seétiQn 232 .31 2);


https://declaration,.or

Florida Statutes, I direct that sufficient funds be made available, as needed, by transferring and
expending moneys from the Emergency Preparedness and Response Fund.

Section 5. All actions taken by the Director of the Division of Emergency Management as
the State Coordinating Officer with respect to this emergency before the issuance of this Executive
Order are ratified, and he is directed to continue to execute the State of Florida Comprehénsive
Emergency Management Plan and other response, recovery, and mitigation plans necessary to
cope with this emergency.

Section 6. This Executive Order is effective immediately and shall expire sixty (60) days

from this date unless extended.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of
Florida to be affixed, at Tallahassee, this 29th day of

October, 2025.
ON DESANTIS, GOVERNOR
ATTEST:
SECRETARY OF STATE =



