
June23, 2023

Mr. AdamFinestone
CityPlanner
CityofEscondido
201NorthBroadway
Escondido, CA92025
SentViaElectronicMail: afinestone@escondido.org

Re: EastValleySpecificPlan (PHG20-0028)  

DearMr. Finestone:  

Thankyoufortheopportunity toreviewthedetailsonthePHG20-0028: EastValleySpecific
Plan, basedonthenoticeofthePlanningCommission meetingreceivedonJune12, 2023.  

UponreviewofthenoticereceivedbytheNorthCountyTransitDistrict (NCTD), NCTDhas
determinedthattherearemultipleBREEZERoutesandbusstopsthroughout thespecific
planarea, includingBREEZERoutes351/352, 651/652, 355/357, 371, and388.   

NCTDrecommends thecoordinationofimprovements anddevelopments withourService
Planning, RealEstate, andBusOperations Departments. Formailednotices, pleasedirect
themtoNCTDAdministrativeOffices, locatedat810MissionAve, Oceanside, CA92054.  

Pleaserouteany planning noticesthatcouldimpactbusstopsorbusservicesto
planning@nctd.org. PleaserouteanynoticesthatmayimpactNCTDpropertyorrailRight- 
of-WaytoRuthHinman, RealEstateAdministrator, viae-mailatrhinman@nctd.org and
ROW@nctd.org.   

Uponimplementationoftheplanandconstruction, NCTDrequeststhatyouoryour
contractorprovideanotice, two (2)-weekspriortostartingwork, sothatwaywemaysend
asupervisor tomeetwithyourconstructioncrewtodeterminehowyourtrafficcontrol
methodsaffectNCTD’sstops. Anoticeshouldbeprovidedviae-mailtodetours@nctd.org.  

Transit Oriented Development/Pedestrian:  

NCTDhighlyrecommends thatthespecificplanarea of designallows forsufficient
AmericanswithDisabilitiesAct pathsforconnectingpedestrians fromwithinyourfuture
development toaccessnearbybusstops, sidewalks, andcrosswalks. Tomakeyour
developmentpedestrianandbike-friendly, NCTDhighlyencouragesyoutoprovideshading
fromtreesorstructures, lighting, bikeracks, andseating. Potential improvements intransit
accessatthissitewouldincludepedestrianegresstoaccesstheadjacentbusstopsand
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betterpedestrian lighting alongcrosswalks atthetrafficsignalandthesidewalk. Thiswill
support theconnectivity ofthepedestrian network tothetransit system.  

Asdescribed inNCTD’sBusStopDevelopment Handbook (2018), newdevelopments
shouldbedesigned toprovide clearanddirectaccess tobusstops (existing ornew), and
should emphasize pedestrian access, activity, andsafety. Gatedorwalleddevelopments
should provide openings through wallstominimize thewalking distance andprovide amore
direct routetobusstops. Developments withparking lotsshouldbedesigned withclear
pedestrian walkways. Distinct walkway networks shouldbeprovided where busstops
and/ortransit centers canbelinkedwithbuilding entrances. Entrances tobuildings should
facethestreetwithpedestrian access locatedclose tothenearest busstop.  

BelowisasampleofGuidelines fordesign supported byNCTD, asfoundinourBusStop
Development Handbook (2018).  

Key Transit Supportive Design and Development Guidelines Supported byNCTD

Orientdevelopments towards thestreet, withparking located totherearofbuildings
rather thanalongthestreet frontage.  

Building designandcirculation plansshould minimize theneedforparking andincrease
theopportunity fortransitandactive transportation.   

Busstopandstation elements shouldbeincorporated intothedesign, inaddition to
otherpublicspaces likewalkways, bicycle paths, andstreet furniture.  
Emphasize compatible andcompact landusesthatenable convenient accesstoand
frombusroutes, andthataredesigned toprovide connections toavarietyofuses (i.e.  
residential, employment, educational, andcommercial).  

Minimize walkdistances through developments tobusstops, especially thosewithwalls
orgates, sothattransit isaccessible tomostpatrons orresidents.  

Thankyouagainforallowing NCTDtoreviewandcomment onthisspecific plan. Should
youhaveanyquestions related tothisreview, feelfreetocontact meat (760) 966-6683or
viae-mailatkpersons@nctd.org.  

Sincerely,  

KatiePersons
Director ofService Planning

cc:  ChrisOrlando, ChiefPlanning andCommunications Officer, NCTD
Derrick Wojcik-Damers, Interim ChiefOperations Officer - Bus, NCTD
RuthHinman, RealEstateAdministrator, NCTD
MaryBalderrama, Transit Planner, NCTD


