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SUBJECT: Discussion Regarding the Survey Results 

 

SUMMARY 

The findings of the Historic District Creation Survey have been compiled. Staff has prepared a presentation 
to present these results. 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the Historic Advisory Board discuss the subsequent actions concerning the creation 
of the historic district and the revision of design guidelines and standards. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Survey Results Presentation 



Survey Results
Town of Elizabeth Historic Advisory Board
Historic District Creation Survey



Survey 
Distribution

• The survey was hand 
delivered and 
emailed out to all 
business and 
property owners 
within the proposed 
historic district

• Individuals were 
given two (2) weeks to 
complete the survey

• Seven (7) completed 
surveys were 
received
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Which 
element do 
you find the 
most
important to 
regulate?

• “Please regulate around fitness for the 
surrounding area ie: don’t put an eyesore 
parking lot in the center of a street designated 
as historic district.”

• “Height + stories. Blocks view and sunshine”
• “None.”
• “New construction”
• “New construction/additions – I feel it is very 

important to maintain an ‘old town/historic’ 
aesthetic and that this should be 
regulated/approved by the historic advisory 
board. Nothing higher than 2 stories”

• “New buildings – must fit in to our Town + keep 
visual for historic district. Height/stories is 2nd” 



Which 
element do 
you find the 
least
important to 
regulate?

• “Windows/Doors”
• “Doors”
• “I feel like the building details (materials, doors, 

windows, paint color, etc..) should be the 
ultimate decision of the property owner, but also 
adhere to an old town/historic aesthetic. 
Guidelines or examples to reference may help.”

• “All are important.”



How much in 
favor would 
you be in 
regulating 
the most 
important 
elements?

• “Highly in favor”
• “Not at all”
• “In favor!”
• “Absolutely! We don’t need Elizabeth Downtown 

to look uninviting.”



If you are 
not in favor 
of 
regulation, 
please 
explain why.

• “Too many regulations already”
• “We have too many regulations already. We 

already have a process that requires the Board 
of Trustees to approve projects we don’t need 
one more.”

• “It would make it hard to sell the property. Not 
sure if it is a good idea. Not too many buildings 
that are that old now. The older buildings have 
already been changed.”



Takeaways
• New construction, signage, height/stories, additions, and demolitions emerged as 

the most important elements for regulation
• Some comments revealed misinformation regarding the current preservation 

process 
• There are misconceptions regarding the efforts required to maintain and preserve 

historic buildings, including the significance of specific architectural features such 
as building materials. 

• There is an opportunity for education on the significance of specific architectural 
features and the standards involved in preserving historic buildings' authenticity.

• While there is some engagement presented here, there is still a lot of work needed to 
be done to involve all residents within the proposed historic district.
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