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Item Description: Consideration to approve to appointment Melinda Hawkins as 
District 4 representative for the Department of Family and Children Services (DFCS) 
board 
 

Summary Recommendation:   

Ms. Kren Thomas resigned her position as the Fourth District seat as the fourth district 
appointee, effective September 10, 2026. Commissioner Helmly has selected Melinda 
Hawkins to fulfil the unexpired term.  
 
 

Executive Summary: 

The Department of Family & Children Services is comprised of a five (5) member Board 
which consists of a representative from each of the Commissioner districts.  The term for 
each appointment is five years.  
 
Ms. Hawkins’ term will expire June 30, 2030. 
 

Background: 
Ms. Hawkins is a 26-year Pediatric Occupational Therapist and has an impressive 
background in educational programs that support children with disabilities and is a 
certified foster care giver. She further expresses her passion to advocate for healthy 
childhood development.  
 
Alternatives for Commission to Consider: 

1. To approve to appoint Melinda Hawkins to the Department of Family and Children 
Services (DFCS) Board as representative for the Fourth District. 
 

2. To not approve the appointment.  
 

 

Other Alternatives: N/A  
 

Department Review: County Clerk’s Office 
 

Funding Source: N/A 
 

Attachments:  

1. Board Member Application  

2. DFCS Local county Advisory Board Charter 


