
Staff Report           Sketch Plan  

Subject:  Sketch Plan (Fifth District)  
Author:  Sammy Easton, Planner II  
Department:  Development Services 
Meeting Date:  February 6, 2024 
Item Description: Donnie Bazemore request approval of a sketch plan for “Bazemore Car Lot”  Located on 
Hwy 21 South, proposed zoning B-3. [Map# 465J Parcel# 1C] 
Summary Recommendation 
Staff has reviewed the application, and recommends Alternative 1 of a sketch plan for “Bazemore Car Lot”  
Executive Summary/Background 
• The request for approval of a sketch plan is a requirement of Section 5.1 – Sketch Plan.  

The purpose of a sketch plan is to provide both the applicant and the county an opportunity to review the 
proposed development before significant financial resources have been invested. Therefore, the sketch plan 
does not require the certification of an engineer, surveyor, or other professional. Existing features, including 
water bodies, wetlands, and flood zone limits, are required to be surveyed for the sketch plan.  

• This parcel rezoning has been denied 2 times previously. 
• The existing home on the property will be used as the main office of the car lot.  
• Main Access to this property will be off Lewis Drive with a commercial-grade driveway. 
• The Buffer along Lewis Drive must be at least 10’, the applicant is showing a 15’ buffer. The Buffer to the North 

touching the Residential Property is 30’, the Buffer to the east touching the B-3 parcel is 15’ and there is a 10’ 
landscaped buffer on the Highway 21 property line. This is in accordance with the 2023 Effingham County 
Code of Ordinance, 3.4.2 Adjacent public street buffers (adopted 11/7/2023):  

All development excluding industrial development shall maintain a ten-foot wide landscaped buffer between any 
parking or loading area and an adjacent accessed public right-of-way (ROW). In single-family subdivisions, a ten-foot 
landscaped buffer must be maintained between any lot or internal street and any public collector or arterial ROW 
accessed from the subdivision. 
Where parcels abut a street without access to that street the buffer on that side of the parcel shall equal the required 
buffer for the use on the other side of the street shown in the chart. 

• Development Services understands a Car Lot must have exposure to be successful, if the landscaping adheres 
to Section 3.4 – Buffers, Development Services will allow this. 

• On January 10, 2024, Planning Board Recommended Approval with Staff Conditions.  

Alternatives  
1. Approve the sketch plan for “Bazemore Car Lot” with the following conditions: 

a. The Pond is moved further south, adding more distance between it and the buffer. 
b. An Encroachment permit is issued for the Main Access Point for the car lot.  
c. A Buffer Map and Buffer contract is submitted at time of Land Disturbing Activity and 

Development Plan Review. 
d. The Applicant obtains an Effingham County Commercial Business License 
e. Buffers must be replanted before the issuance of a business license. 
f. Applicant passes his Fire Inspection.  
g. Site development plans shall comply with Effingham County Water Resources Protection 

Ordinance and the Stormwater Management Local Design Manual. 
h. All wetland impacts must be approved and permitted by USACE 

2. Deny the sketch plan for “Bazemore Car Lot”  
 
Recommended Alternative:  1       Other Alternatives: 2 
Department Review:  Development Services     FUNDING: N/A 
Attachments:  1. Sketch Plan Application 2. Sketch Plan  3. Aerial Photograph  
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