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Town of Eatonville Historic Resources Survey

WHY THIS PROJECT MATTERS

A story about place, people, and preservation

• Eatonville = one of the first self-governed Black 

towns in the U.S.

• History at risk of being lost or overlooked

• Opportunity to document and protect community 

heritage

• Cultural heritage tourism economic opportunity 

Joseph E. Clark at his Eatonville pineapple farm | University of Virginia
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

• Funded by National Trust for Historic Preservation

• Survey conducted Sept 2025 – July 2026

• 278 historic structures + 2 cemeteries documented

• GIS data + draft historic survey report produced 

• Draft next step recommendations under 

consideration

Eatonville Town Hall | Town of Eatonville
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WHAT IS A HISTORIC RESOURCE?

• Buildings, sites, structures, objects 

       (typically 50 years of age and over)

• Includes homes, churches, schools, businesses

• Captures history through the built environment
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Community Post Office (Built 1959) Eatonville Memorial Gardens (Established 1917)

Eatonville Water Tower (Built 1956) St. Lawrence A.M.E. Church (Built 1970)



Eatonville circa 1920-1940 sketch | Everett Fly
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FROM INVENTORY TO STORY

Inventory = What exists

Survey Report = Why it matters

• Patterns of development

• Cultural and historical significance

• Community identity
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HOW WE DID THE WORK

• Field surveys (photography + documentation)

• Archival research (maps, records, photos)

• Community workshops

• GIS mapping and analysis

Add picture
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EATONVILLE’S ORIGINS

• Founded in 1887

• Created by formerly enslaved African Americans

• Built on land ownership and self-governance

Early 20th century Eatonville | Association to Preserve the Eatonville Community
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BEFORE EATONVILLE

• Indigenous communities lived here for thousands of 

years

• Spanish, British, and U.S. territorial influences

• Early settlement patterns shaped the region

1846 Map of Central Florida and present-day Eatonville | Library of Congress
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BUILDING A COMMUNITY

• Churches, schools, and homes formed the 

foundation

• Hungerford School (1889) as a major institution

• Strong culture of self-reliance

Robert Hungerford Normal and Industrial School | Florida Memory
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A CENTER OF CULTURE & COMMERCE

• Kennedy Boulevard as main corridor

• Black-owned businesses and entertainment venues

• Part of the “Chitlin’ Circuit”

Various photographs, articles and advertisements related to Eatonville during the 1940s, 50s and 60s.
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GROWTH & CHANGE

Town of Eatonville Historic Resources Survey

• Post-WWII suburban expansion

• New neighborhoods and housing styles

• Growing Black middle class

Eaton Estates Advertisement in 1965 | Orlando Sentinel
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IMPACT OF INTERSTATE 4

• Built through Eatonville in the 1960s

• Divided the community physically

• Changed development patterns

Interstate 4 shortly after its completion in 1965 | Orlando Sentinel
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WHAT WE FOUND

• 280 historic resources documented

• Many new properties identified

• Some historic buildings lost over time

Smith’s Eatonville Motel was built in 1967 and is a potential 

Mid-Century Modern National Register eligible resource.
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ARCHITECTURAL STORY

• Early: Folk Victorian, Frame Vernacular

• Mid-century: Ranch, Modern styles

• Mix reflects community evolutionFrame Vernacular (25 Resources)
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Masonry Vernancular (29 Resources)

Mid-century Modern (46 Resources) Ranch (141 Resources)
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WHY IT MATTERS TODAY

• Historic resources shape identity

• Support tourism and education

• Guide future planning decisions

Zora’s Sojourn in St. Augustine, FL
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NATIONAL REGISTER INSIGHTS

• Eatonville Historic District listed in 1998

• Needs updating to reflect current conditions

• 11 potentially eligible individual resources identified

The World Wide Revival Center is an example of a resource that is eligible as an 

individually listed National Register site
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Eatonville National Register Historic District
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Eatonville (East of I-4) Survey Area

• Update historic district boundaries

• Expand survey west of I-4

• Strengthen preservation policies

• Continue community engagement
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RECOMMENDED NRHD BOUNDARY

Kennedy Blvd
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1998 Eatonville NRHD Boundary

• Expanded National Register 

Historic District boundary should 

include all resources built prior to 

1975
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WHAT THE NATIONAL REGISTER DOES AND DOESN’T DO

National Register of Historic Places

DOES

• Formally recognizes the historic 

significance of a place

• Makes listed properties eligible for certain 

grants and tax credits
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National Register of Historic Places

DOES NOT

• Impose any restrictions on a property

• Prevent demolition of a property
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LOOKING AHEAD

• Preservation as a planning tool

• Opportunities for grants and funding

• Community-led storytelling and stewardship
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The Thomas House is an example of a resource that is eligible as an individually 

listed National Register site
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EMAIL: INFO @PLANNINGCOLLAB.COM

WEBSITE: WWW.PLANNINGCOLLAB.COM

INSTAGRAM | TWITTER | LINKEDIN: @PLANNINGCOLLAB

SURVEY UPDATE
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