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ADMINISTRATIVE

REQUEST: Request for approval of reimbursement of legal fees.

SUMMARY:: In an ethics complaint filed by Councilwoman/Director Wanda Randolph, it was alleged
that Mayor Angie Gardner, while serving as the Chair of the Town of Eatonville Community
Redevelopment Agency (TOECRA), corruptly misused her public position; thus, violating Section
215.425, Florida Statutes. On June 7, 2024, the State of Florida Commission on Ethics concluded that the
complaint showed “no probable cause” and dismissed the case. As a result of this investigation, personal
funds were spent to retain a lawyer as representative of the mayor and then, TOECRA Chair Angie
Gardner. Because there was no probable cause, the case was dismissed, payout was made at the opinion
of legal representatives at the time, reimbursement of the funds is being requested. It was also during this
time that every effort was being made to have TIF funds released back to the TOECRA and this matter
may have jeopardized the release of those funds and therefore caused further delay in creating programs
that would help the citizens in the town.

RECOMMENDATION: Funds are paid by the complainant so that the taxpayers do not have to carry
the burden of this cost; however, should the complainant choose not to pay the funds, then the town
reimburses the costs.

FISCAL & EFFICIENCY DATA: 001-0511-511.5900 Miscellaneous Expenses for the Reimbursement




