sed, shall be open and noticed to the public and
meetmgs of the legislature shall be open and noticed as
provided in Article Ill, Section 4(e), except with respect to
meetings exempted pursuant to this section or specifically

closed by this Constitution.
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bmdmg excepf_as taken or made at such meeting. The
board or commission must provide reasonable notice of

all such meetings.

of this state.
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Public Meeting
. At City Hall &4

Minutes

Summary v. verbatim

Draft is a public record ! S
Must be approved timely Bt \”‘ °

5

* Public meetings must be accessible to the physically
handicapped Chapter 286.26 FS
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- A ¢6ur|i i‘naj assess an attorney’s fee against you for
enforcement of this statute unless you have sought
and followed the advice of the city’s attorney

Case Law

All meetings where there are discussions of matters which
may foreseeably come before a board or commission

“All meetings” include staff, committees, temporary groups

or even a single person. .
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Yes, Prosecutions Still Happen

Grand Jury To Review Century Town Operations;
Council Members Charged With Sunshine Law
Violations

January 4, 2019

A srand jury will investisate ancrations af the Town of Century. and three council members have been charged
with violating the Sunshine Law.

“A number of issues have been brought to the attention of the Stite Attorncy’s Office regarding the manner in
which the lown has aperated, and these are the issues that may brought before the grand jury,” Assistan! State

What'’s going on here?

! - )
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*Recommendations limit choices; part of decision
process

» Fact finding only IS AN EXCEPTION: EXCEPT FOR
ELECTED BODIES!

12
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* Risk rhanagement committee
+ Security system meeting

* Negotiation with a vendor

13

13
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Minutes

17

17

18
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407-622-1884 fax
cshepard@shepardfirm.com

19

19

8/1/2023
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Communicate

Formalize
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section speciflcally includes the Ie' islative, executive, and
judicial branches of government and each agency or
department created thereunder; counties, municipalities, and
districts; and each constitutional officer, board, and
commission, or entity created pursuant to law or this
Constitution.

“or persons acting on their behalf”




easonable con itions, and under supervision by the
custodian of the public records.

DO YOU HAVE CUSTODY?
TRANSFER CUSTODY TO CITY CLERK

( ith response | es making reasonable efforts to
determine from other officers or employees within the
agency whether such a record exists and, if so, the location
at which the record can be accessed.

DUTY: ACKNOWLEDGE PROMPTLY

8/1/2023



produce the remainder of such record for inspection and
copying.

DUTY: IF PORTIONS ARE EXEMPT, REDACT AND PRODUCE
ISSUES: IS THE RECORD EXEMPT, CONFIDENTIAL
OR BOTH?

statute.

(f) If requested by the person seeking to inspect or copy the
record, the custodian of public records shall state in
writing and with particularity the reasons for the conclusion
that the record is exempt or confidential.

DUTY: STATE STATUTORY BASIS FOR
EXEMPTION - IN WRITING

8/1/2023
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the following fees are authorized:
DUTY: FURNISH COPY
ADVICE: COLLECT IN ADVANCE FOR COPY FEES

be , e cost incurres ch extensive use of
information technology resources or the labor cost of the
personnel providing the service that is actually incurred by
the agency or attributable to the agency for the clerical and
supervisory assistance required, or both.

DUTY: GATHER DOCUMENTS FOR INSPECTION
ADVICE: COLLECT SPECIAL SERVICE FEE IN ADVANCE

10



Statutory

charactenstlcs or means of transmlssmn made
or received pursuant to law or ordinance or in
connection with the transaction of official

business by any agency.

11

Case Law

Perpetuate
Communicate

Formalize

12
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Communicate

Formalize

15

Department of
Services

Deposit with City Clerk

16
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chwab Ce

degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775.083. (2) Any person who willfully and
knowingly violates:

(a) Any of the provisions of this chapter commits a
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(b) Section 119.105 F.S. commits a felony of the third
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s,

775.083, ors. 775.084.

18



The story of Florida public records kaw violations In Martin
County maved further into the public Bght Thursday for
County Commissloner Sarah Heard and farmer
commissioner Anne Scott.

Heard was indicted and booked on two criminal counts of
violk c records laws, according to the Martin_

L ffice, She was released on her own
‘recognizance alter her fingerprints and mug shol were
taken,

Her charges are criminal misdemeanors that could bead to a fine and/or jail ime if she's found guiky. She also could |
be removed from office by the governor. |

| Thursday's charges were In addition 10 8 previous non=criminal infraction filed by the prosecutor Nov. 27 for not
| responding to a public recards request in January 2013, to which she pleaded not guiky.

A hearing date was set for Feb. 19, The state prosecutor Informed Heard's attorney, Barbara Kibbey Wagner, during
a December court hearing that five days needed to be set aside for the hearing due to the case's complexity.

Officials close to the case, however, anticipate the additional misdi charges will resultina request fora
hearing continuance, Heard also may now ask for a jury trial if she pleads not guiky.

Heard is up for re-election in August for the District 4 County Commission seat; however, she has nat yet filed,
according to Martin County Elections Office records.

rIsland, also wos charzed Thursday with two additional criminal misdemeanor
. She, too, was booked and refeased an her own recognizance, accarding to

19

Lawsuit alleges Sarasota city manager broke public
records law

Source: Herald Tribune

|| By: Nicole Rodriguez - Staff Writer

| sAR

The suit asks a iudae to arant an accelerated hearina in the case, and declare that
ty etention rules and the Sunshine Law

ASOTA — A Iuwsﬁlt ﬁled Thursday against Sarasota City Manager Tom Barwin and the
city alleges that the top administrator's frequent failure to oroduce citv-related discussions
private Gmail account as part of numerous public recards requests broke state open

eroded public trust in local govérnment,

| The suit, filed by Michael Barfield, a paralegal consultant and president of the Florida American

Civil Liberties Union, asks a judge to grant an accelerated hearing in the case, and declore that
Barwin and the city violated stote record retention rules and the Sunshine Law, which is
intended to quarantee that citizens have access to public records and the decision=making of
governmental officials. The 23-page suit requests o judge to order Barwin and the city to
fallow the lew, make recoras on Barwin s Bersonal electronic devices available for inspection,
pay Barfield's leaal fees and award onv other relief the court deems anoranrinte.
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Maitland, Florida 32751
407-622-1772
407-622-1884 fax

cshepard@shepardfirm.com
Materials by John G. Hubbard & Clifford B. Shepard
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