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Photo Credit: Lee Navin, 1st Place Iowans in Action 

15th Annual Keep Iowa Beautiful Photography Contest Submission 
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Hitting the Road with Hometown 
Pride 

This month, Andy and Lorin hit the road 
to visit several of our amazing 
Hometown Pride communities. Stops 
included Hills, Shellsburg, Delmar, 
Maquoketa, Rickardsville, Holy Cross, 
and Delaware—with scenic drive-
throughs of Center Point, Springville, 
Luxemburg, and New Vienna along the 
way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Photo #1: Tour de Casey’s!  

KIB staff made a few pit stops on their travels, including a visit to Casey’s in 
Delmar! Here’s Executive Director Andy Frantz giving a wave outside one of Iowa’s 
favorite roadside staples. Casey's is a Keep Iowa Beautiful sponsor.  

 

Photo #2: Shellsburg Shows Its Pride 

In downtown Shellsburg, the historic Gold Medal Flour mural stands tall thanks to 
the efforts of the Shellsburg Hometown Pride Committee. 

 

 

 



Photo #3: Momentum in Maquoketa  

During a downtown tour, the team got a look at the progress happening at Glovik 
Community Park. The Maquoketa Greenspace Redevelopment Project is led by 
the Maquoketa Betterment Corp. and Hometown Pride. 

 

Photo #4: Hello, Holy Cross 

The team also stopped in Holy Cross, where the Holy Cross Hometown Pride 
Committee is celebrating a big win: a $12,000 AARP Livability Grant. 
Congratulations, Holy Cross Hometown Pride Committee! 

 

 

 

 

 

Iowa's beauty is all around! 

 

We’re proud to have our 15th Annual Photo 
Contest recognized in this month’s Cityview 
Magazine. The piece celebrates the incredible 
talent of Iowans who capture the beauty of 
our state through every season. View the 
digital version of the magazine here. 

  

Submissions for the 16th Annual Keep Iowa 
Beautiful Photo Contest will open later this 
year. Iowa’s full of photo-worthy moments, so 
keep your camera at the ready!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2ff8jrrzdab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0014OPAKf5kYC%5fwQt3NdVvE9NOxkVdM3HLURttyMlt1WrBH%2dMVttTTdoz7%2dFTm28gZ3NQomG8dJJW6pZxSAUb%5fdyO2qc2S%2d4Y3GRmv5ZUcA35dF0zjgCV9Xi3n8HDawJzcsfa8K74pk0OUdnWJg2aHVCEcT04ct24M8oRXKWRecJD93F9CpHjKtsX5Cap06N%5f3xp9OfmfTM61g1K5%5f1uB247Q%3d%3d%26c%3dPN%5fgfgGq56nBMJuo5qIEU7HXIr%2d6BYpV4wKsOM8SvHG2rfs7TG0M4g%3d%3d%26ch%3dMjwUDeimzRQbqKRoZPdkyHSg6CxsUnUUWoyfzxSxPjs3J%2d4ODoWd%2dA%3d%3d&umid=0f08c00c-c84e-4b88-aa0e-fea5346e5358&rct=1751312722&auth=d7581c75f018b1c1dcd48df28f6aa6c04b23ae31-a7bb28ddc627e8a58042357c6c413f6d74c72c41
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2ff8jrrzdab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0014OPAKf5kYC%5fwQt3NdVvE9NOxkVdM3HLURttyMlt1WrBH%2dMVttTTdoz7%2dFTm28gZ3NQomG8dJJW6pZxSAUb%5fdyO2qc2S%2d4Y3GRmv5ZUcA35dF0zjgCV9Xi3n8HDawJzcsfa8K74pk0OUdnWJg2aHVCEcT04ct24M8oRXKWRecJD93F9CpHjKtsX5Cap06N%5f3xp9OfmfTM61g1K5%5f1uB247Q%3d%3d%26c%3dPN%5fgfgGq56nBMJuo5qIEU7HXIr%2d6BYpV4wKsOM8SvHG2rfs7TG0M4g%3d%3d%26ch%3dMjwUDeimzRQbqKRoZPdkyHSg6CxsUnUUWoyfzxSxPjs3J%2d4ODoWd%2dA%3d%3d&umid=0f08c00c-c84e-4b88-aa0e-fea5346e5358&rct=1751312722&auth=d7581c75f018b1c1dcd48df28f6aa6c04b23ae31-a7bb28ddc627e8a58042357c6c413f6d74c72c41
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2ff8jrrzdab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0014OPAKf5kYC%5fwQt3NdVvE9NOxkVdM3HLURttyMlt1WrBH%2dMVttTTdowrttIdgdiGGmf2%2di18j1lcQobIk4iqQ3aenRh2sT%5fZZVkI5YmDZnqmwCgHy6ZcwIOuJl%2dTK6LRV8gVFcw2mQv%2dLVDdcpP43h7fI%2dmiwkslUivhzpH16BSnTPRmGmgJLmouXphuLvF%2dc8C%5f8wUNJldwa3zcD37U5Km%5fH%2dZ%5fmlmjauKMW1lR4sM0%3d%26c%3dPN%5fgfgGq56nBMJuo5qIEU7HXIr%2d6BYpV4wKsOM8SvHG2rfs7TG0M4g%3d%3d%26ch%3dMjwUDeimzRQbqKRoZPdkyHSg6CxsUnUUWoyfzxSxPjs3J%2d4ODoWd%2dA%3d%3d&umid=0f08c00c-c84e-4b88-aa0e-fea5346e5358&rct=1751312722&auth=d7581c75f018b1c1dcd48df28f6aa6c04b23ae31-9ed1b253c5b132c6fbd78e40a15acbddbd30d6c7


#HometownPride Highlights 

 

 

 

 

 

The Heart of Delaware County:  

Delaware Hometown Pride 
Committee 

 

 

 

 

Keep Iowa Beautiful staff made a stop 
in Delaware to present The City of 
Delaware Hometown Pride Committee 
with the Donald F. Lamberti Hometown 
Pride Vision Award for 2025 in 
person. They received the award for 
their long-standing dedication to 
improving the quality of life in their 
community and making rural Iowa a 
better place to live and raise a family. 
The Delaware Hometown Pride 
Committee is a small but mighty group 
with a high level of community 
involvement, a sense of pride, and a 
can-do spirit in making an impact on 
their community. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Hills Hometown Pride 

KIB Staff were in attendance for 
the ribbon cutting for the city's first 
public mural in Songbird 
Sanctuary Park! Both the park 
renovation and the mural project 
were led by the Hills Hometown 
Pride committee. Designed by 
Bree Neyland and painted by Drew 
Etienne, the mural celebrates the 
town’s identity, history, and 
spirit. If you're near Hills, stop by 
and see it! 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn more about Hometown Pride Communities  
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Get registered for the Keep Iowa Beautiful Auction! 

 

 

1. Scan QR Code or visit the KIB Handbid site.  

2. Click the "Get Started" button.  

3. Follow remaining prompts to get your 
account set up. 

 

Now you're ready to bid!  

 

Pro tip: Download the Handbid app for easier 
bidding and real-time updates. Turn on push 
notifications to get alerts when the auction opens 
and if you're outbid!  

 

Reach out to info@keepiowabeautiful.org with any 
questions.  

 

 

 

 

Take me to 
Handbid!  

 

 

 

Every bid will 
support our mission 
to keep Iowa 
communities clean, 
connected, and 
beautiful. 
Descriptions 
coming in early July, 
but here is a sneak 
peek at a few 
auction items! 

 

• Six Hawkeye football tickets on the 50-yd line 
for the 9/13 game vs. UMass + a parking pass! 

• An Iowa State Fair package including 2 Iowa 
State Fair Concert tickets of Choice (2) AND 
State Fair admission tickets! 

• A family getaway to Dubuque including 4 
Tickets to National Mississippi River Museum 
and Aquarium, 4 tour and tickets to the Field of 
Dreams, Dyersville, 4 tickets to a show at the 
Grand Opera House in Historic Downtown 
Dubuque and 4 roundtrip passes to the 
Fenelon Place Elevator! 
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• Four Iowa State Football tickets for the 9/27 vs 
AZ plus an autographed Seneca Wallace 
helmet! 

• Various golf packages across Iowa! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

#PaintIowaBeautiful Progress 

 

 

First Paint Iowa Beautiful project 
of 2025: Thank you, Keota! 

 

Thank you to the City of Keota for 
submitting the first completed 
Paint Iowa Beautiful project of the 
2025 season. Keota is in both 
Keokuk and Washington County. 
Their completed project included 
repainted traffic lines, parking 
spots, and crossing areas around 
town to ensure safety on their 
streets.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Butler County is Painting Iowa Beautiful! 

 

 

 

 

 

Butler County Conservation was able to 
preserve two shelters at the Butler County 
Campgrounds with their Paint Iowa 
Beautiful Grant. When sharing finished 
photos, Laura Sauls of the Butler County 
Conservation Board said, "Shelter houses 
provide numerous benefits to our Butler 
County parks, serving as essential spaces 
for gatherings, recreation, and community 
events. They offer protection from the 
elements, making our parks more 
accessible and enjoyable year-round for 
families, friends, and visitors. The shelter 
houses enhance the overall park 
experience, supporting everything from 
picnics to educational programs and 
celebrations."   

 

 

 

 

PICK-UP IOWA 

Thank you to all of the groups who held a 
Pick-Up Iowa cleanup between April 1st 
and June 30th, 2025. We're collecting final 
numbers and will provide an update on 
socials and in the next newsletter. Make 
sure your group is in the count by 
completing a post-event report.  

 

#PickUpIowa Post-Event Report  
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County Fair #HometownPride  

 

County fairs are more than just fun and 
food - they are a celebration of 
community. Show up for your town! Visit 
your county fair to celebrate what makes 
your community shine.  

 

2025 Iowa County Fair Dates 

  

 

 

 

 

 

July is Park & Recreation Month! 

 

July is Park and Recreation Month, and our 
state, county, and city parks all help keep 
Iowa beautiful! The National Recreation 
and Park Association (NRPA) developed an 
outreach toolkit with resources to help your 
community promote Park and Recreation 
Month.  

 

Questions about Park and Recreation 
Month? Contact NRPA Director of Content 
Marketing Cort Jones at cjones@nrpa.org.  
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Your Support Matters! 

 

Consider supporting Keep Iowa Beautiful to help us continue our work improving 
Iowa communities! Remember: donations to Keep Iowa Beautiful are tax 
deductible!  

 

Donations can be made online or checks can be mailed to our office:  

            Keep Iowa Beautiful 

            2910 Westown Pkwy. Suite 302 

            West Des Moines, IA 50266 

 

 

DONATE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEP IOWA BEAUTIFUL 

2910 Westown Parkway, Suite 302 | West Des Moines, IA 50266 

www.keepiowabeautiful.org 
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