
Mobile Food Vendors on Mercer Street



Current Process

Applicant Appeals

Applicant Appeals

COA is denied by Historic 

Preservation Commission

P&Z denies COA

City Council makes final 

determination.

Proposed Process

Applicant Appeals

Certificate of Appropriateness 

Appeal Process



Certificate of Appropriateness 
Appeal Process-Proposed

 Appeals go straight to City Council

 Unanimous Denial by HPC would require supermajority of City 

Council to overrule denial

“Unanimously Denied by Commission: If commission unanimously 

recommends denial, approval by the city council shall require an 

affirmative vote by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting.” 



Mobile Food Vendors on Mercer 
Street-Current Ordinance

 Historic Preservation Commission 
Reviews Certificate of 
Appropriateness for Mobile Food 
Vendor

 “complementary extension, or 
outlet, of a brick-and-mortar 
restaurant or business”

 Meets other historic district 
requirements for Certificate of 
Appropriateness

 Can only operate during hours 
of main business operation

 Requires Conditional Use 
Permit



Mobile Food Vendors on Mercer 
Street-Options

 No change while the overall rewrite is underway.  The 
Planning Department is rewriting the entire Zoning 
Code and can include these types of changes to its 
overall analysis. 

 Prohibit all permanent mobile food vendors from 
Mercer Street. 

 Prohibit all permanent mobile food vendors from 100 
feet of Mercer Street. 

 Require all Mobile Food Vendors to be screened 
from the right-of-way. 

 Remove requirement of Certificate of 
Appropriateness from the review of Mobile Food 
Vendors in Mercer Street but require approval of 
Historic Preservation Officer when reviewing the 
Conditional Use Permit.  



Mobile Food Vendors on Mercer 
Street-No Change

 No change while the overall rewrite is underway.  The Planning Department is 
rewriting the entire Zoning Code and can include any changes to its overall 
analysis. 



Mobile Food Vendors on Mercer Street-
Prohibit All Food Vendors on Mercer Street

 Prohibit all permanent mobile food vendors from 
Mercer Street. 



Mobile Food Vendors on Mercer Street-
Prohibit All Food Vendors on Mercer 
Street within 100 feet

 Prohibit all permanent mobile food vendors from 100 
feet of Mercer Street. 



Mobile Food Vendors on Mercer Street-
Require Screening for Food Vendors on 
Mercer Street

 Require all Mobile Food Vendors to be 
screened from the right-of-way. 

• Less visible

• Screening: masonry or wood with landscaping elements, 6 to 

8 ft

• match the current distinguishing original qualities or 

character of the adjacent building or structure

• distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, 

structure, object, or site and its environment shall not be 

destroyed by the placement of a mobile food vendor

• alternative exterior design standards 

• Hays Street and Old Fitzhugh remain unchanged



Mobile Food Vendors on Mercer –
Remove COA requirements from MFV on 
Mercer Street

Remove requirement of Certificate of Appropriateness from the review 

of Mobile Food Vendors in Mercer Street but require approval of 

Historic Preservation Officer when reviewing the Conditional Use 

Permit.  

• No COA would be required for a Mobile Food Vendor on Mercer 

Street as a temporary addition to a business

• CUP would still be required 



Staff Recommendation-Procedural

 Approve Procedural changes: 

 Appeals go straight to City Council

 Unanimous Denial by HPC would require 

supermajority of City Council to overrule denial



Staff 

Recommendation-

Substantive

 Wait to make change in the Zoning Rewrite 

 In the alternative: 

 approve removal of COA requirement because 
mobile food vendors are temporary additions and 
do not affect the structure of the buildings 



Questions? 


