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Siglm Administrator
Date: June 7, 2012

To:  Mayor Purcell & City Council Members
From: Michelle Fischer, Sign Administrator

Re: DS Grocery Sign & Lighting Variance Requests

DS Grocery has changed its gas to Citgo. In doing so, existing signage is being replaced. The
applicant requests the following variances:

Sign Variance Request to allow an existing nonconforming pole sign to remain;
Sign Variance Request to allow an electronic LED changeable fuel price sign;

Sign Variance Request to exceed the maximum height allowed for a monument sign
for a single unit property;

Sign Variance Request to exceed the maximum signable area allowed for a
monument sign for a single unit property; and

Sign Variance Request to exceed the cumulative total signable area allowed for a
single unit property.

In my opinion, the variance requests relate to the Design Standards for Variances (Sec.
26.03.002, Code of Ordinances) as follows:

e The proposed monument sign uses native stone at the base and is harmonious with the
hill country setting.

e The proposed monument sign does not visually dominate the structure to which it
belongs or call undue attention to itself.

e The monument sign’s supporting structure is in architectural harmony with the
surrounding structures.

e Natural colors and muted colors are used in the monument sign structure.
e The proposed pole sign is not harmonious with the hill country setting.
e The proposed pole sign calls undue attention to itself.

The City’s Sign Ordinance requires that before permits can be issued for new signs, all existing
nonconforming signs on the property must be brought into conformance. The applicant has
submitted sign permit applications for using an existing pole sign and a monument sign that do
not comply with the Sign Ordinance. However, the applicant has agreed to remove all of the
projecting and banner type signs on the building, bring the exterior and canopy lighting into



compliance with the Lighting Ordinance, and bring the canopy signage into compliance with the
Sign Ordinance.

Sign Variance Request to allow an existing nonconforming pole sign to remain. The Sign
Ordinance was written with the intention of removing pole signs when such opportunities as this
arise. The pole sign is one of the tallest in Dripping Springs. Irecommend denial of the
variance request to allow the pole sign to remain. I also recommend that the pole sign be
removed within the earlier of 60 days or the monument sign being constructed. The Planning &
Zoning Commission does not agree with my recommendation and recommends approval of the
variance request.

Sign Variance Request to allow an electronic LED changeable fuel price sign. Electronic
signs are prohibited. I am concerned with the brightness of the sign at night. Irecommend
approval of the variance request with the following conditions:

the electronic signage be dimmed when it becomes dark outside; and

the canopy lighting and all exterior lighting on the property be brought into compliance
with the Lighting Ordinance within 60 days of approval of the variance request.

The Planning & Zoning Commission recommends approval of the variance request without
conditions.

Sign Variance Request to exceed the maximum height allowed for a monument sign for a
single unit property. The applicant proposes to “reface” the existing sign and turn it into a

- monument sign with stone at the base. The existing sign is 7 feet and 7 inches in height. The
Sign Ordinance allows a maximum of 6 feet. Irecommend denial of the variance request. The
Planning & Zoning Commission does not agree with my recommendation and recommends
approval of the variance request.

Sign Variance Request to exceed the maximum signable area allowed for 2 monument sign
for a single unit property. The Sign Ordinance allows the monument sign to be a maximum of
48 square feet in signable area. The proposed sign is approximated 62 square feet in area. I
recommend denial of the variance request. The Planning & Zoning Commission does not agree
with my recommendation and recommends approval of the variance request.

Sign Variance Request to exceed the cumulative total signable area allowed for a single unit
property. The cumulative total signable area allowed for a single unit property is 64 square feet.
The applicant’s letter requests a cumulative total signable area of 166.62 square feet. If the
applicant has a monument sign (48 square feet), projecting sign (24 square feet), and canopy
signage (24 square feet) that comply with the Sign Ordinance requirements, the cumulative
signable total would be 96 square feet. The variance request is excessive. I recommend

approval of the variance request with a cumulative signable total not to exceed 96 square feet. I
recommend that the variance be contingent on the following:

all nonconforming signs on the property will be removed or brought into compliance; and

the canopy lighting and all exterior lighting on the property be brought into compliance
with the Lighting Ordinance within 60 days of approval of the variance request.



The recommended conditions to the above variance requests will make the property and the sign
designs, materials and colors more harmonious with the hill country setting and the surrounding
structures. The Planning & Zoning Commission does not agree with my recommendation and
recommends approval of the variance request.

Please let me know if you have questions about the variance requests or my recommendations.

Respectfully Submitted,

—t
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\ LN S5 L:\S@
Michelle Fischer \

Sign Administrator
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‘_ RECEIVED
City of Dripping Springs

VARIANCE REQUEST LETTER

The owner of the Shamrock gas/store convenience facility located at 601 Hwy 290 W
desires to change gas brands to CITGO, using the registered trademark logo and colors. In
an effort to convert the brand in the quickest and most cost effective way, all existing signs
will be just refaced, not adding any additional signage to this location. The variances
requested are as follows:

1. Sign Variance Request to allow an existing nonconforming pole sign to remain (Section
26.04.004)
High-rise pylon is existing at 36’6” overall height and has a face size of 10°5” X 7°9”
equaling 80.75 square feet in size with the registered trademark logo. This is a variance
from height and size.

2. Sign Variance Request to allow an electronic LED changeable fuel price sign;
Sign Variance Request to exceed the maximum height allowed for a monument sign for a
single unit property;
Sign Variance Request to exceed the maximum sign able area allowed for a monument
sign for a single unit property;
Monument sign with the gas prices is
a. 109” tall and has Section. 26.06.063¢c(d)
b. electronic gas price changers with Section 26.05.001(3)
Square footage of 62.57, also, has the registered trademark. Section 26.05.002 (2)
The legal documents for the registered trademark logo are attached.

3. Finally, the cumulative total of all signage is 166.62. This is a variance to Section
26.07.002c.

The existing building front signs will be removed and the canopy lighting and exterior
lighting will be brought in to compliance with the City’s lighting ordinance.
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PERMIT NUMBER

St‘tgﬂm Permilt A]p)]p)l[iccautimm

SIGN PERMIT APPLICANT:
Name } 2uis 5-[‘“!"' AN’! L@WIS

Mailing Address HQ E?Q& / fp 6 Yy m 73&/ 0

Telephons Number SIA-BIZ~ #5S3~  Email Address dyn 159¢gn, baorn

If the Applieant Is a tenant, the property owner must agree to and sign the following:

\_n cant permission for the construction, operation, maintenance, nodj iflcation, or
be propased sign or sign sivucture as described in this application.

\ gl

Sigrtiture SjMoperty Owner Date

Printed Name of Property Owner A mevr M_@SS OOA. .

Telophono Number-S] R =797~ TA B Bronil Address Mr@auﬁw Yy, Lovn
CONTRACTOR INSTALLING THE SIGN, if any:

Name _L,@W % 5@0
address PO Bgx ééf Pude, Tx 18410

Telephone Numberg]Z~ S Z- 455 Email Address ST1A~ 312 - 55T
PROPERTY WHERE THE SIGN IS TO BE INSTALLED:

Name_é_ol IJW%MO W CA'&G'!D C‘%YMI:/ cs.hﬂ’"ln’&z)
240 W

Physical Address/Legal Description
Phone Nurmber $ 4™ 'qu ~TA% s
DATE ON WIHICH THE SIGN IS TO BE INSTALLED: “TRA

{

rFy X IET T
{OHA!%!ED {if in tha Citv Limite):

VARIANCE: Will a variance be requested or has one been approved? es
If 80, attach vatiance request letter or information regarding approved varlance, k

Nacanae (equed

d TSSP2TERE 0L TETEZSSATS HANG:WOES  LE:22 2TE2-ST- AW




SIGN DESCRIPTION: frge sfand e

Type of Sign: ClAwning OBanner Canopy [Changeable Copy [OCommunity Service
CConcession Trailer [Construction/Development [Directory [OHanging
ClIngress/Egress [Menu Board [Mobile Service Provider [COMonument Sign-Multi-Unit
OMonument Sign-Single OMonument Sign-Subdivision I;]Non-govemmental Flag

OPrivate Traffic Control OProjecting [OReal Estate [Special Event OWall O'Window
) ] e -
Surface Area of Sign: _JO '5 ¥ ’7 ‘i - 89- '7S SF

Height of Sign: %’A' .

. W w:ﬁ\
Location of Sign on Property: GXIﬁTlV\C‘{ - Neay € CGMD’UP‘;/

Will the sign be electrical or illuminated? (E/YGS 0 No

Sign Materials: Ou[u.mn';wm e a-cr‘;llléa' w{ré

ATTACH AN ILLUSTRATION THAT SHOWS THE FOLLOWING:

All existing signs displayed on the property;

The location (indicate location on site plan, survey or plat of property; show setbacks
and easements), height, and size of any proposed signs;

The items of information proposed to be displayed;

The percentage of the signable area covered by the proposed signs, if applicable;

Specifications for the construction or display of the sign, including the materials to be

used in the construction of the sign and/or sign structure; and

Specifications for any internal or indirect illumination of the sign.

Naony (oc\b‘\(od\ ¥ olgw) \b&\& o\ e (aeeai(\L
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SIGN DESCRIPTION: Monument
Type of Sign: JAwning [OBanner [Canopy [Changeable Copy [OCommunity Service

CConcession Trailer [JConstruction/Development [ODirectory CHanging
ClIngress/Egress [Menu Board [OMobile Service Provider OMonument Sign-Multi-Unit
ﬂMonument Sign-Single OMonument Sign-Subdivision [’]Non—govemmental Flag
OPrivate Traffic Control [IProjecting [Real Estate [Special Event OWall [IWindow

Surface Area of Sign: 5' g 5/3” X ‘X' 15/64“ @@- fS/Z

.

Height of Sign: / Dq Y

Location of Sign on Property: £aS (. 5//6

Will the sign be electrical or illuminated? X Yes O No

Sign Materials: Mﬂm num

ATTACH AN ILLUSTRATION THAT SHOWS THE FOLLOWING:

All existing signs displayed on the property;

The location (indicate location on site plan, survey or plat of property; show setbacks
and easements), height, and size of any proposed signs;

The items of information proposed to be displayed; |

The percentage of the signable area covered by the proposed signs, if applicable;

Specifications for the construction or display of the sign, including the materials to be

used in the construction of the sign and/or sign structure; and

Specifications for any internal or indirect illumination of the sign.
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SIGN DESCRIPTION: CANOPY
Type of Sign  ywning [Banner ﬂCanopy OChangeable Copy [Community Service

CIConcession Trailer [Construction/Development [Directory [Hanging
OIngress/Egress [OMenu Board [Mobile Service Provider [Monument Sign-Multi-Unit
- lonument Sign-Single CMonument Sign-Subdivision [Non-governmental Flag

OPrivate Traffic Control [Projecting [OReal Estate [Special Event OWall OWindow
Surface Area of Sign.f_'a._v ¢ )< 2 ¢ '4 ’/1 ) ’

Height of Sign:__ Cam W 25.3. SE

Location of Sign on Property: A ‘H\l« %’M W

Will the sign be electrical or illuminated? B Yes O No Mb(lf Y [9‘%&"5 en 'Cr”'j

Sign Materials; aJ um l;'wu»

ATTACH AN ILLUSTRATION THAT SHOWS THE FOLLOWING:

All existing signs displayed on the property;

The location (indicate location on site plan, survey or plat of property; show setbacks
and easements), height, and size of any proposed signs;

The items of information proposed to be displayed;

The percentage of the signable area covered by the proposed signs, if applicable;

Specifications for the construction or display of the sign, including the materials to be

used in the construction of the sign and/or sign structure; and

Specifications for any internal or indirect iflumination of the sign.
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