
Checking the 
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Hays MN Project 702 
Bluebirds

Scientific Name for Eastern Bluebirds: Sialia sialis, Family: Turdidae (Thrushes)

Why: Charming birds, both in appearance and behavior, found to be in decline in the 
1950s due to introduction of the English House Sparrow in the 1850s and the loss of old 
wooden fence posts with their accompanying cavities. 

Solution: Form Bluebird trails across the country with nest boxes in appropriate habitat at 
least 100 yds apart.

Project involves any or all of building, maintaining, monitoring, and reporting data (to 
Cornell NestWatch) on nest boxes. It encompasses Field Research, Research Management, 
and Direct Outreach. It can be independent or shared. Any reported data goes to the 
Cornell Nestwatch online site. 

Monitoring equipment needed: small telescoping mirror, bar soap, small brush or scraper, 
small notebook, index cards or the NestWatch field app for smart devices. 

Nest Box Requirements: proper sized entrance hole, minimum floor area, minimum 
distance from floor to entrance opening, well shaded and ventilated for Texas, easily 
opened for monitoring and cleaning, baffled against predators.

Attractions: Open land, water, food is primarily ground dwelling insects and berries. They 
will come to meal worms and suet.

Season: Nesting in Texas occurs from February thru July.

Helpful Web Sites:  https://texasbluebirdsociety.com/;  https://nestwatch.org/, 
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/; http://sialis.org/

https://texasbluebirdsociety.com/
https://nestwatch.org/
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/
http://sialis.org/


Nest Box Design

by

Bonnie Tull

Hays County Master Naturalist
Project Coordinator

Nest Boxes Designed, Built, and Monitored by 
Hays County Master Naturalist Volunteers

Nest Box Construction 
John Moore and Doray Lendacky

Bonnie Tull



The Importance of Predator Baffles



Checking the Boxes

Dripping Springs Ranch Park 

Bob 
Adkins

Tina 
Adkins



Nest Box 1 - Bewick’s Wrens

April 12 
Partial Nest

April 16
Adult on Nest

April 23
6 Hatchlings

April 30
6 Chicks

May 3
6 Fledglings





April 30 
Grass Nest

May 3 
3 Eggs

May 7 
5 Eggs

May 13 
5 Eggs

May 31  
3 Nestlings

June 4  
3 Fledglings

May 20 
3-4 Hatchlings 

May 28  
3-4 Nestlings

Box 6 - Bluebirds at last!



Nest Box 6 - May 20

Proud Parents Protecting Hatchlings

Male Eastern Bluebird Female Eastern Bluebird





Bluebird Parents Remaining at Box 5 Nest Site – July 30 
After Brood 2 Fledged

Female Eastern Bluebird Male Eastern Bluebird



Breeding Summary Dripping Springs Ranch Park



Jacob’s Well
December 14, 2019



March 3 March 9 March 15 March 24

Eastern Bluebird

Female Bluebird – March 3



March 31 April 6 April 13

Feeding the Chicks

Male Bluebird – April 6



Mar 9 – no eggs Mar 15 – 3 eggs Mar 24 – 5 eggs

Mar 31 – 5 new hatchlings Apr 6 – 5 growing chicks Apr 13 – 5 fledglings

Mar 3 – partial nest

+ 6 
days

+ 6 
days

+ 9 
days

+ 7 
days

+ 7 
days

+ 7 
days

= 42 
days

Six-Week Summary - Box 1 Bluebird Nest Cycle



Juvenile Bluebirds 
Vicinity of Box 1

May 4



Juvenile Bluebirds 
May 12



Black-crested Titmouse

April 22 – Building the nest





Apr 27 – 5 eggs May 5 – 6 eggs, adult in box May 12 – 5 newborn chicks, 
adult in box

May 20 – 5 chicks, 1 egg 
unhatched

May 25 – 5 fledglingsMay 25 – Both parents feeding fledglings June 2 – removed nest and 1 
unhatched egg

Black-crested Titmouse 
Nest Cycle



Fledge Day – First Flight



Apr 22 – 6 eggs

Ash-throated Flycatcher

Apr 13 – no eggs



Apr 27 – Adult in nest box with 6 eggs May 5 – 5-6  chicks May 12 – 4-6 fledglings

Ash-throated Flycatcher 
Nest Cycle



Mar 16 – partial nest Mar 23– partial nest

Bewick’s Wrens



Carolina Chickadee 
Nest Cycle

Mar 30 – moss nest with feathers, no eggs

Apr 6 – adult on nest with 7 eggs Apr 20 – 5-7 hatchlings

Apr 27 – 4+ nestlings May 4 – 6-7 fledglings





Jacob’s Well – 2019 Data





2021 Volunteer Opportunities

Charro Ranch Park – 2 nest boxes
• Bonnie Tull is the contact

• Phone number = 512.663.2092

• Email = bonehead.tull@gmail.com

Blue Hole - 8 nest boxes
• Easily walkable – takes a little more 

than an hour

Patsy Glenn – 2 nest boxes
• A bit more walking because one of the 

boxes is on the far edge and not 
accessible by vehicle (maybe 1/8 mile)

• Christine Byrne is the contact for Blue 
Hole and Patsy Glenn

• Phone number = 512.924.7866

• Email = texasbyrnes@yahoo.com

mailto:bonehead.tull@gmail.com
mailto:texasbyrnes@yahoo.com


If you are interested in volunteering for 
Project 702, reach out 

to any of us

Bonnie Tull – Charro Ranch

Betsy Cross – Jacob’s Well

Tina Adkins – Dripping Springs Ranch Park

Christine Byrne – Blue Hole & Patsy Glenn

Thank You!


