R

DRIPPING SPRINGS

Texas

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER APPLICATION

FISCAL YEAR 2027 - APPLICATION DUE SEPTEMBER 14, 2026

APPLICANT INFORMATION I

o News-Dispatch
Name of Publication:

78640
Physical Address: 113 W- Center Street City: Kyle Zip Code:
Mailing Address: Same City: Zip Code:
512-268-7862

Main Phone:

Website Address: www.haysnewsdispatch.com

CONTACT INFORMATION I

Main Contact

Name: Ashley Kontnier

o 512-268-7862

Phon

_ publisher@bartonpublicationsinc.com
Email:

Publications and Notices

Ashley Kontnier
Name:

512-268-7862
Phone:

Email: paper@haysnewsdispatch.com

Press Releases

Name: Bhtany Kelley, news editor

Phone: 512-268-7862

news@haysfreepress.com
Email: @ y P




IREQUIRED CRITERIA

Please answer "YES" or "NO" for each set of criteria below:

Newspaper devotes not less than 25% of total column lineage to general interest items. Yes B/ No [
Newspaper is published at least once per week. Yes S/No O

Newspaper is entered as 2" Class Postal Matter in the county where published. Yes IS/No O

Newspaper has been published regularly and continuously for the past 12 months. Yes &/ No O
Newspaper has not omitted more than two issues in the past 12 months. Yes B/No O

Newspaper public notices are accessible to the public on the newspaper's website at no cost. Yes E/ No [

Newspaper submits published notices to the Texas Press Association. Yes B/No O

SUBSCRIBER & DISTRIBUTION INFORMATION

250
Total number of subscribers (print copy, not including kiosk deliveries)
110 Print Subscribers in 78620
69 Print Subscribers in 78619
72

Print Subscribers in 78737

16 locations, 160 Topies

+ 200 to DSISD schools Total number of kiosk placements in Dripping Springs (City & ETJ)

200
Total number of digital subscribers

202 2
026/08/29 Subscriber data above is reported as of (yyyy/mm/dd)

STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING I

| UNDERSTAND THAT PURSUANT TO TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 2051.045 LEGAL RATE CHARGED FOR
PUBLICATION, THAT THE LEGAL RATE FOR PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE IN A NEWSPAPER IS THE NEWSPAPER'S
LOWEST PU BLISH ED RATE FOR CLASS | FIED ADV ERTi Si NG, AND SECTION 2051.051 BI LL FOR PUBLICATION, THAT
A NEWSPAPER THAT PUBLISHES A NOTICE SHALL SUBMIT A BILL FOR THE PUBLICATION WITH A CLIPPING OF
THE PUBLISHED NOTICEAND A VERIFIED STATEMENT OF THE PU BLISHER THAT: (I) STATES THE RATE CHARGED,
{2) CERTIFIES THAT THE RATE CHARGED IS THE NEWSPAPER'S LOWEST PUBLISHED RATE FOR CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING, AND (3) CERTIFIES THE NUMBER AND DATES OF PUBLICATION.


ashleykontnier
Pencil


| understand that the following must be attached to this application for consideration:

1) Rate sheet for public notice, legal notice, tax rate hearing and publication affidavit;

2) Filed version of Form 1295 Certificate of Interested Parties; and

3) Completed Conflict of Interest Questionnaire.

W Vrorotin 08/29/2026

Signature Date

Ashley Kontnier

Printed Name

Owner/Publisher

Title



CONFLICT OF INTEREST QUESTIONNAIRE FORM CIQ

For vendor doing business with local governmental entity

This questionnaire is being filed in accordance with Chapter 176, Local Government Code, by a vendor who
has a business relationship as defined by Section 176.001(1-a) with a local governmental entity and the
vendor meets requirements under Section 176.006(a).

By law this questionnaire must be filed with the records administrator of the local governmental entity not later
than the 7th business day after the date the vendor becomes aware of facts that require the statement to be
filed. See Section 176.006(a-1), Local Government Code.

A vendor commits an offense if the vendor knowingly violates Section 176.006, Local Government Code. An
offense under this section is a misdemeanor.

This questionnaire reflects changes made to the law by H.B. 23, 84th Leg., Regular Session. OFFICE USE ONLY

Date Received

1] Name of vendor who has a business relationship with local governmental entity.

Barton Publications dba News-Dispatch -- NO CONFLICT

2]

Check this box if you are filing an update to a previously filed questionnaire. (The law requires that you file an updated

completed questionnaire with the appropriate filing authority not later than the 7th business day after the date on which
you became aware that the originally filed questionnaire was incomplete or inaccurate.)

3] Name of local government officer about whom the information is being disclosed.

N/A

Name of Officer

4]

Describe each employment or other business relationship with the local government officer, or a family member of the
officer, as described by Section 176.003(a)(2)(A). Also describe any family relationship with the local government officer.
Complete subparts A and B for each employment or business relationship described. Attach additional pages to this Form
CIQ as necessary.

N/A

A. Is the local government officer or a family member of the officer receiving or likely to receive taxable income,
other than investment income, from the vendor?

Yes No

B. Is the vendor receiving or likely to receive taxable income, other than investment income, from or at the direction
of the local government officer or a family member of the officer AND the taxable income is not received from the
local governmental entity?

I J Yes No

Describe each employment or business relationship that the vendor named in Section 1 maintains with a corporation or
other business entity with respect to which the local government officer serves as an officer or director, or holds an
ownership interest of one percent or more.

N/A

Check this box if the vendor has given the local government officer or a family member of the officer one or more gifts
as described in Section 176.003(a)(2)(B), excluding gifts described in Section 176.003(a-1).

Ashley Kontnier pae smetsos ratsss stoo 08/29/2026

Signature of vendor doing business with the governmental entity Date

Form provided by Texas Ethics Commission www.ethics.state.tx.us Revised 1/1/2021




CONFLICT OF INTEREST QUESTIONNAIRE
For vendor doing business with local governmental entity

A complete copy of Chapter 176 of the Local Government Code may be found at http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/
Docs/LG/htm/LG.176.htm. For easy reference, below are some of the sections cited on this form.

Local Government Code § 176.001(1-a): "Business relationship” means a connection between two or more parties
based on commercial activity of one of the parties. The term does not include a connection based on:
(A) atransaction thatis subject to rate or fee regulation by a federal, state, or local governmental entity or an
agency of a federal, state, or local governmental entity;
(B) atransaction conducted at a price and subject to terms available to the public; or
(C) apurchase or lease of goods or services from a person that is chartered by a state or federal agency and
that is subject to regular examination by, and reporting to, that agency.

Local Government Code § 176.003(a)(2)(A) and (B):
(a) Alocal government officer shall file a conflicts disclosure statement with respect to a vendor if:
(2) the vendor:
(A) has an employment or other business relationship with the local government officer or a
family member of the officer that results in the officer or family member receiving taxable
income, other than investment income, that exceeds $2,500 during the 12-month period
preceding the date that the officer becomes aware that
(i) a contract between the local governmental entity and vendor has been executed;
or
(i) the local governmental entity is considering entering into a contract with the
vendor;
(B) has given to the local government officer or a family member of the officer one or more gifts
that have an aggregate value of more than $100 in the 12-month period preceding the date the
officer becomes aware that:
(i) a contract between the local governmental entity and vendor has been executed; or
(i) the local governmental entity is considering entering into a contract with the vendor.

Local Government Code § 176.006(a) and (a-1)
(a) Avendor shall file a completed conflict of interest questionnaire if the vendor has a business relationship
with a local governmental entity and:
(1) has an employment or other business relationship with a local government officer of that local
governmental entity, or a family member of the officer, described by Section 176.003(a)(2)(A);
(2) has given a local government officer of that local governmental entity, or a family member of the
officer, one or more gifts with the aggregate value specified by Section 176.003(a)(2)(B), excluding any
gift described by Section 176.003(a-1); or
(3) has a family relationship with a local government officer of that local governmental entity.
(a-1) The completed conflict of interest questionnaire must be filed with the appropriate records administrator
not later than the seventh business day after the later of:
(1) the date that the vendor:
(A) begins discussions or negotiations to enter into a contract with the local governmental
entity; or
(B) submits to the local governmental entity an application, response to a request for proposals
or bids, correspondence, or another writing related to a potential contract with the local
governmental entity; or
(2) the date the vendor becomes aware:
(A) of an employment or other business relationship with a local government officer, or a
family member of the officer, described by Subsection (a);
(B) thatthe vendor has given one or more gifts described by Subsection (a); or
(C) of a family relationship with a local government officer.

Form provided by Texas Ethics Commission www.ethics.state.tx.us Revised 1/1/2021



