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The Zoning Ordinance

• Determines the appropriate uses for a given location

• Limits the operation of each type of use

• Regulates the layout and form of development

 With standards such as Building height, Building 
Setbacks, Impervious Cover, etc

• Establishes processes to oversee the above



Current City 
Zoning Ordinance

• The first Zoning Ordinance that was enacted 
by the City of Dripping Springs was April 28, 
1995.

• This Zoning Ordinance was based on the 
1985 Comprehensive Plan.

• The City has done various amendments to 
the 1985 Zoning Ordinance, but never a 
complete rewrite

• Zoning has changed significantly from 1995 
to 2020 through growth and various 
amendments.



Development Code Potential 
Schedule

Benchmark 1

• Research

• Evaluate Current Ordinance

• Public Outreach: Survey

• Early Spring 2021

Benchmark 2

• Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Assessment

• Start Draft Ordinance

• Potential Open House

• Fall 2021

Benchmark 3

• Drafting

• Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council Workshops

• Spring 2022

Benchmark 4

• Adoption of Zoning Ordinance

• Late Spring of 2022 / Summer 2022



Goals for Development Code Rewrite

Reorganize all 
Planning Code of 
Ordinances into a 
Unified 
Development Code

1

User Friendliness

2

Update zoning 
districts to support 
and protect the 
distinct character 
of the City

3

Modernize and 
Customize the 
Development 
Standards

4

Streamline 
Processes

5

Setting Clear 
Expectations

6



Reorganizing 



Reorganize Planning 
Code of Ordinances into 
a Unified Development 
Code (UDC)

• A unified development code (UDC) 
will consolidate and update 
regulations and standards currently 
found in the Zoning ordinance.

• The UDC will also use more graphics 
and a common language that will 
avoid conflicts and confusing 
terminology.

• Would include every step in the 
development process prior to building 
permit including subdivision, zoning, 
signs, landscaping, and lighting.



User Friendly 



Improve User Friendliness

• Promote development standards that are easier to 
enforce and understand

• Fix critical issues in the current Zoning Ordinance 
that impede staff review and applicant compliance

• Easy to read

• Re-organize the structure of the current ordinance

• Add more charts and figures

• Compiling development regulations into one location

• Ensure terms are defined and criteria are clear

 Update definitions to stay consistent with the 
entire UDC

• Use "plain English"



Updating 



Update Zoning Districts to support and 
protect the distinct character of the City

New development should fit the 

neighborhood and the character 

of the City

Standards should ensure 

development reflects the City’s 

expectations, needs, and 

market conditions of Dripping 

Springs. 

Reduce reliance on Planned 

Development Districts 

Minimize variances, 

nonconformities



Modernize & 
Customize 



Modernize & Customize 
development standards

• Modernize and clarify the uses and the use 
regulations

 Such as Accessory Structures and Accessory 
Dwelling Units

 Add small scale and low dense multi-family 
standards

 Parking Standards

• Update Sign Regulations in response to recent 
case law

• Ensure consistency with State and Federal Law

 Change Single-Family districts to Residential 
districts (Federal law)

• Inclusion of Historic Districts as Overlays



Streamlined 
Processes



Streamlined 
Processes

• Reevaluate the review process 
for various permits

• Expanding Administrative approvals

 Such as shared parking

 Lighting, landscaping, and signage 
approvals

 Minor modifications 



Setting Expectations



Setting clear 
expectations

• Improve the Development Manual

• Explaining each step of every process, 
including informal steps

 Adding easier checklist 

• Avoid unexpected surprises to applicants 
or neighborhoods



Future 
Goals

Update Comprehensive 
Plan

Update Future Land Use 
Map

Update Applications



Development Code Committee

• The Committee members are:

 2 City Council Members

 2 Planning and Zoning Commissioners

 City Administrator/Deputy City Administrator

 City Engineer (when applicable)

 City Attorney

 Planning Department

 Various Consultants (when applicable)

• Meetings with the Committee will be once or twice 
a month to review the drafted ordinance and 
discuss direction of the Zoning Ordinance 



Questions to 
Consider

• Is the Zoning Ordinance easy to use? If not, why?

• Are there ways the Zoning Ordinance could be 
revised to be more user friendly?

• Are there comprehensive plan policies that are 
important to prioritize for code implementation?

• Are you concerned about any particular land uses in 
the City?

• Are you concerned about the quality of new 
development? The Costs of new development?

• How can zoning regulations respond to the needs of 
neighborhoods, the general public, and applicants?

• What are 3 aspects of high-quality design for new 
development or redevelopment?

• Is the process transparent? How can we better 
communicate with the public? With applicants? 



Questions/Comments


