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Re:  Referral of Fence Permit #26-1349 to Historic District Commission 

Fence at 317 S Governors Ave, Dover, DE, 19901 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
This letter is to inform you that Fence Permit Application #26-1349 is being referred to the 
City of Dover Historic District Commission for consultation.  Fence Permit #26-1349 was 
filed on August 19, 2026 for a fence project for the side yard to provide privacy and screen 
the rear yard of the property located at 317 S Governors Avenue. The project outlined in 
the Permit submission as revised involves 6-foot tan vinyl fence. The fence is proposed to 
be installed in the rear of the building, completing the enclosure of the yard which is 
already partly enclosed by fences from neighboring properties. 
 
The City’s Zoning Ordinance includes provisions for fences properties in a non-residential 
zone which limits the fence height to four (4) feet when located in the front yard area of the 
property and limits the fence height to eight (8) feet in the side yard and rear yard areas.  
 
The location of the subject property within the City of Dover’s Historic District Zone 
requires the review and issuance of an Architectural Review Certificate (ARC) for 
construction and demolition activities. Fences are eligible for Staff review of the ARC 
during the Building Permit application process. Project activities are reviewed for 
compliance with the Zoning Ordinance and the Design Standards and Guidelines for the 
City of Dover Historic District Zone as stated in Zoning Ordinance, Article 10 Section 
3.25(A).  
 

Article 10 Section 3.25 Architectural review standards.  
(A) An architectural review certificate may be issued if it is found that the architectural style, 
general design, height, bulk and setbacks, arrangement, location and materials and structures 
affecting the exterior appearance are generally in harmony with neighboring structures and 
complementary to the traditional architectural standards of the historic district as set forth in the 
historic district design guidelines and standards adopted by the planning commission and as set 
forth in the United States Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation.  

 
In reviewing the proposed project for Architectural Review Certification, Staff referenced 
Chapter 3: Maintenance, Repair, Preservation and Restoration of Existing Historic Buildings 
of the Design Standards and Guidelines which present the Recommended, Not 
Recommended, and Inappropriate approaches to activities in the Historic District.  
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The Design Standards and Guidelines  limit the height of fences to four feet and specifies 
appropriate materials for fencing. This project involves the placement of a six-foot fence 
which exceeds the recommended height in the Historic District. The fence is stated to be 
constructed of a tan vinyl material which is not considered an allowable material; however; 
under certain circumstances it may be allowable. Therefore, I would refer the Fence Permit 
application to the Historic District Commission for consultation on the fence height and 
material. See Zoning Ordinance, Article 10 Section 3.22 (A) and (B) listed as follows.  
 

Article 10 Section 3.22 Architectural review certification by the city planner.  
(A) An architectural review certificate for specific classes of building permits, including fences, 
signs, siding, window and door replacement, roofing, the addition or replacement of decorative 
features, minor demolition, residential additions, and other construction of a minor nature, may be 
issued by the city planner, after a review and determination that the proposed construction is in 
general accordance with the standards set forth in subsection 3.25  
(B) The city planner may refer any permit application for demolition or construction in the historic 
district for consultation with commission. 

 
Since you wish to continue with the proposed fence at the 6-foot height, the Permit will be 
referred to the City of Dover Historic District Commission. This Referral of the Fence 
Permit is being scheduled for the next Historic District Commission meeting of Thursday, 
September 17, 2026 at 4:00 pm. Options for participating in the Meeting include attending 
In-Person at the City Hall Council Chambers in City Hall at 15 Loockerman Plaza and/or 
attending the Virtual Meeting presentation using Webex, an audio and video conferencing 
system. A project representative would need to participate in this meeting to discuss the 
project. Staff will provide the Historic District Commission with the permit application 
materials and other background information for their review and action.  
 
Or you may revise the proposed fence to the four-foot height in order to comply with the 
provisions of the Historic District zone. This may be done by requesting such revision to 
the Permit submission in writing.  
 
Also attached to this Letter are the Design Standards and Guidelines for the City of Dover 
Historic District Zone pertaining to Fencing (pages 3-26 and 3-27). If you have questions 
on the procedures for review of this Fence Permit or wish to discuss alternative options, 
please contact me at the Planning Office at (302) 736-7196.  
 
Sincerely,  
Department of Planning and Inspections 

Christopher Salzano 
Christopher Salzano, AICP 
Planner II 
 
CC: Fence Permit #26-1349 
 HI-26-05 
 















 

From: 
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2026 11:49 AM
To: Salzano, Christopher <csalzano@doverde.gov>
Subject: EXTERNAL: Re: Fence Permit #26-1349 for 317 S Governors Avenue
 
WARNING: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Good morning Christopher, 

The two neighbors that I’m in between use 6ft fence and they used woods. I want going to use the
same thing also. 

Also I wanted to ask if vinyl is ok for historical area? Thanks 

Rasheedat Hill, LBSW
Case Manager
Living Brighter Corporation
Non Profit Organization serving the housing community and providing support services

On Wed, Aug 19, 2026 at 3:38 PM Salzano, Christopher <csalzano@doverde.gov> wrote:
Good Afternoon Rasheeda,

I'm reaching out to you because your permit proposed cannot be approved as filed. 
We need some additional information before any approval can move forward, please provide the
following: 

1. The Fence material
2. The Fence Height (And where if variable)

I would like to make note of the following for you: 
1. You are within the Historic District, and fences over 4 feet in height will require an

architectural review certification from the Historic District Commission. 
2. Fences within the Historic District have very specific material requirements, once you confirm

your material I'll be able to tell you if it meets the requirements or not. 
3. Any fences that do not meet the Historic District requirements are required to go before the

Historic District Commission if the applicant is unwilling or unable to conform to the
requirements. 

9/10/26, 2:07 PM Inbox - Salzano, Christopher - Outlook
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Very Respectfully,
 
Christopher Salzano, AICP
Planner II
City of Dover, Delaware
Department of Planning & Inspections
(302)736-7196 Planning Office Phone
(302)736-4217 Fax
csalzano@doverde.gov
 

 
Thank you for your email. Please be advised that the City of Dover email domain has changed to
@doverde.gov as part of our ongoing efforts to improve communications. Our new domain is part
of a long range initiative to increase security and by switching to a .gov domain it provides further
assurance to the public that the communications received from @doverde.gov is official, trusted
information. Messages sent to our old email addresses will still be received until the conversion is
completed. Kindly update your records accordingly, we appreciate your attention to this update.
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9/10/26, 2:07 PM Inbox - Salzano, Christopher - Outlook

https://outlook.office.com/mail/id/AAkALgAAAAAAHYQDEapmEc2byACqAC%2FEWg0AuN%2FhnjGhwkOERK4jSjF9DAABRdxJmgAA?nativeVersion… 3/3





--
Rasheedat Hill, LBSW
Case Manager
Living Brighter Corporation
Non Profit Organization serving the housing community and providing support services
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