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Kalamazoo River Greenway Overview 

Mission Statement of Kalamazoo River Greenway

“The purpose of the plan is to implement a greenway corridor along 
the Kalamazoo River in Allegan County addressing environmental 
restoration, recreation, conservation and education.”

■ This includes rivers, greenspaces, trails, connectivity, 
infrastructure, access, collaboration







Kalamazoo River Greenway

Year at a Glance:
● 240+ lbs of trash and invasives species removed in community led efforts

● 222 Participants in 16 programs

● 20 Sites managed for invasive species

● 10 Restoration projects completed

● 9 Native plant gardens

● 4 Rain barrels installed

● 4 KRG Stakeholder Meetings bringing 13 organizations together

● 3 Digital educational campaigns reaching 7500+ community members

● 2 Grants received with more pending 

● 1 Environmental Stewardship Day for SPS 8th grade class

● 1 Krazy for the Kazoo River Stewardship Day (1st ever!)



Restoration & Conservation

ODC Conservation Services
● Township

○ ecological assessment for Dowd property
○ 9-acre prairie restoration at Douglas Cemetery

● Saugatuck 
○ Harbor Natural Area invasive species management
○ City-wide invasives survey 
○ Mt Baldy restoration project in progress

● Private landowners 
○ 6 small-scale restorations in 2025
○ 10+ restorations in 2026
○ 2 pond shoreline restorations
○ Invasive species management

● Pottawattomie Marsh invasive species and general management



Restoration & Conservation

● Conservation Map - Proposal for Connectivity in 
Saugatuck Township

● Land Acquisition
○ Due diligence being completed on significant area 

property for potential acquisition/preservation
○ Have met with 7+ landowners about help 

preserving or designating easements on their 
property

● Macatawa Greenway/Regional Connectivity Planning



Lower Kalamazoo Water Trail

What is a water trail?

● Guiding water users 

between sites, usually 

aimed at paddlers 

What are the benefits?

● Recreational

● Economic

● Safety

● Ecological



Lower Kalamazoo Water Trail

Monthly Working Group to vet project
● Research, mentorship & 

development
Community-wide Open House on April 
28

● Great attendance, feedback
Next steps:

● Make final determinations on 
budget spend

● Present & receive approvals on 
MOU to access owners

● Development Plan
● Finalize map and website
● Finalize logos for marketing 

materials
● Phase 2 & 3





Landing page + Development plan



Partner Project Highlights

● Douglas – Union Street dock 

improvements

● Saugatuck – Spear Street boat ramp 

improvements

● Saugatuck Township – secured Dowd 

property, final fundraising for Riverfront 

Park

● Fennville – applied for Rural Readiness 

grant to plan for future trail connections

● Rotary – have received two matching 

grants for greenway initiatives



Fixed Dock Installation
Large metal fixed dock installation using Wave Armor fixed-dock mounting kit 
with guide poles and brackets. 2 poles with be 3ft into the lake bottom

Blue Vista Marine Services



Floating Dock Installation

Large floating dock installation using C-channel adapters, receiver 
blocks, and knuckle connections.

Blue Vista Marine Services



Safety Benefits

Stable entry and exit, improved accessibility, slip-resistant surfaces, 
and safer launching. Accessible by all!

Blue Vista Marine Services



Krazy for the Kazoo - May 30

● 240 pounds of trash and invasive 
species removed

● 37 volunteers worked at six 
locations

● Major organizational support by 
Saugatuck/Douglas and 
Kalamazoo Rotaries, Kalamazoo 
River Watershed Council, and 
Allegan Conservation District

● Planning to work with Yacht Club 
for 2027 event



Water Smart Landscaping- Green Stormwater

● Green stormwater helps keep 

water clean by minimizing 

runoff and maximizing 

groundwater recharge

● ODC provides education and 

guidance that can be 

implemented by homeowners, 

businesses, schools, and 

other landowners



Education and Program Outreach Summary

● 222 participants in 16 
programs with Allegan 
Parks

● 2 workshops for Water-
smart landscaping

● 2 additional hikes with 
ODC Conservation staff

● 3 Digital educational 
campaigns reaching 
7500+ community 
members



Grant Applications

Approved/Pending

- Bell’s Brewery Native Gardens

- Mi Water Corp- Stream Monitoring 

program

- Rotary Foundation – water trail 

support grant

- Michigan Coastal Management Plan-

10/26- positive feedback on application

- Rotary- Greenstorm water/pollinator 

gardens grant- pending

- MDARD Regen Farmer Network Grant

- Sustain Our Great Lakes (SOGL) 

Denied

- Rural Readiness

- Michigan Health Endowment

- DTE Tree Planting

- Michigan Invasive Species Grant

- Consumers Energy Planet Grant

Keep them coming!



Sediment and Watershed Health

● The health of the 
watershed → health of the 
river

● Gathering baseline data 
thru MiCorps monitoring 
grant
○ Macroinvertebrate and 

habitat assessments 
beginning this fall in the 
Rabbit River watershed



Kalamazoo River Greenway-Priorities

● Grants for infrastructure

● Ag Best Management 

Practices

● Connectivity of spaces

● Land acquisition

● Sediment/dredging

● Watershed health 

assessments



Kalamazoo River Greenway- Investment

What’s Next?

● Launch Lower Kalamazoo Water Trail

● Education

● Greenway activation

● Greenway expansion

● Focus on the pillars

● Create a vision for long term growth + investment

● Funding partner request



Thank you Partners!


