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@\ Kalamazoo River Greenway Overview

Mission Statement of Kalamazoo River Greenway

“The purpose of the plan is to implement a greenway corridor along
the Kalamazoo River in Allegan County addressing environmental
restoration, recreation, conservation and education.”

m This includes rivers, greenspaces, trails, connectivity,
infrastructure, access, collaboration
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TYPES OF PRACTICES AND IMPROVEMENTS

This planozng report scleatifics o vassery of inpmovements sad pescrices thur sre bath
specifinaily and genceally apphicd theonghour e paecawsy. The heoad catcgoecs ane
hiszed hese 1 proeade o oomest sod padessaanding of the possahilites of how they
mughe be empliyod

% AGRICULTURAL BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTI(ES

On farmland within these areas, eacounage the adoption of peactices that will hedp o
eumenoae the amocnt of sediment sad nunenes reachng the streans while memcking
caraea] flow of water wo thar of pee-sertement condicione These may sacdude, but nor
be hoemted 1o, oo-tll and conscrvasion tillage fasmang, cover cnps, buffer siaps, ke
drain conteol steuctuees, and two-stage channel construction

GREEN STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE
Urilizmag rechnigues 1o mansge urban neoold from heod surfaces o iafilorste exnwaer
This will especully hedp in the seess that are upstream of Lake Allegan to hedp addecss
phaspboess levele This can sdade things such 2= cun gasdens, porous pavement,
and stormuaree detention aces

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION (J&E) OPPORTUNITIES
These can be tadoted based on 2 specific site, but the poal would be to incrcsse
mpprecanca sod swarcoess foe the aver sod stops aloag . These can inclode
msteepechve sigmape, safery sufoematon, mver mononng and comdinsans, Bshing
pudclings, eavhioding nmups, o edocanoaal peograms. A0 increase o sy -
nfurmanonal, interpective, and wayfindng - cn povide visitoes wath 4 bomes
cxpenence. Sams can poovide an moreased sense of safory, puaddnes for s ese
better understanding of sates of ccologeal or caltunl importance, and diseer them
o other acarby parks and greenspaces for fenber explocanon. Unifving paces and
commmmties theough collabomnve madkenng ciioos can also gencrate benefn all

asnees.

INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT
Ereportans all slong the corradoe, monitenng for and mpad sespoese 10 nvasive specics
thireats along the corrcdon wall belpy o muonrsee effirs, A prear deal of soek has been
disie at pumerous locisons aleeady, sod the focus should be 1o dentsfy ocw threas
uackly snd help 10 keep the srews of highest gualay in such  condition, Spocies
of coocemn already foonoad somg or acis the procaay cormador indade phragmites,
naceow leaf carnasl, purple loosestade, and Japancse Enorsecd

PRESERYE EXISTING MIGH QUALITY HABITAT
el among the poceinics doog the greenway coendos should be prescryang the
secas thar are rare and bold high ecolgical sulue. This can enclode habrars sochs
wmerdunal werlsads fens, and bogs, or lisper teacts of mashes, foeest, and dunes tha
2ee Iuphly contipucas. This should machude masive speties monaosng and ceecfully

peeventzng onverise of thea sies.

ACCESSIBLE LAUNCHES

While there are sbresdy 3 pood numbes of acoess pout slong the siver foe both
oxnared boats and mos-motonced vessels, addinons sites and clanficeion of =1c
use wree repested & waans during topur sesssaea. This should indude sddimonal
scoess sifes 3 ocusons whes: there aee lagge gaps betacen locanoas, betier definang
the type of vessed unlized foe cach locarson (Eshing boat, outboand, kayak, cance, etc),
sod incorporare kandicap sccessble launches gt those locatoas that do oot abeady
harve thern,

a

HON-MOTORIZED PATH COMNECTIONS
While Eely impescrical o unplconent acssss the entzre lengrh of the preswraay,
adding 1y and parhwsys @ sdlect locanons can Qe e merooanectiviry belween
communites aod be an artraction for walkens, soppers, 3ad cvdars who seek shoer 1o
moderate lenprh tepe These can contect W essting pathways dexl sadewalks, as well
a5 orhet ead perworks that pass dheoueh the greenway corndo, sach as the Blue St
Truil aod Raover 1o Raver Tesdd

ﬁ FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS
Thas = beosd caregary that can anclude 3 umber of sddioons 0 cxsting ues 10
make them more user fracrudly. This can inclode 2 nember of unpeovesnents, sncludicg
sestrooem facdines, parkng, sheliees aod puonic sress; defined lawnches, mags, and
s

Dee oo the PCH conouminanson of seduneat witdun the Kalamaroo Rever danned, the
erver sediments will need 1o be cleaned up to safe leveds The EPA offort = systemnanc
and oagesng, woeking foom epazecam ssves 10 dounsiresm arcas, While thus effoec
wall por be Erecrdy mumapged 25 pan of the KRG progect, the sestomnion work thar
does ke place wdl poovide oppostusstics 10 creane Iugh gualing habust and buve
stfmstructuee i place w peeatdy impreove recrcational scrvaties
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\@\ Kalamazoo River Greenway

Year at a Glance;

240+ Ibs of trash and invasives species removed in community led efforts
222 Participants in 16 programs

20 Sites managed for invasive species

10 Restoration projects completed

9 Native plant gardens

4 Rain barrels installed

4 KRG Stakeholder Meetings bringing 13 organizations together

3 Digital educational campaigns reaching 7500+ community members

2 Grants received with more pending

1 Environmental Stewardship Day for SPS 8th grade class
1 Krazy for the Kazoo River Stewardship Day (1st ever!)

’-\ Kalamazoo River
\oreenway



(7 Restoration & Conservation

ODC Conservation Services

e Township
o ecological assessment for Dowd property
o 9-acre prairie restoration at Douglas Cemetery

e Saugatuck
o Harbor Natural Area invasive species management
o City-wide invasives survey
o Mt Baldy restoration project in progress

e Private landowners
o 6 small-scale restorations in 2025
o 10+ restorations in 2026
o 2 pond shoreline restorations
o Invasive species management

e Pottawattomie Marsh invasive species and general management

’-\ Kalamazoo River
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Restoration & Conservation

e Conservation Map - Proposal for Connectivity In
Saugatuck Township
e Land Acquisition
o Due diligence being completed on significant area
property for potential acquisition/preservation
o Have met with 7+ landowners about help
preserving or designating easements on their
property
e Macatawa Greenway/Regional Connectivity Planning

- ’-\ Kalamazoo River
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@\ Lower Kalamazoo Water Trall

What is a water trail?

e Guiding water users
between sites, usually
aimed at paddlers

What are the benefits?
e Recreational

e Economic

e Safety

L ECOIOglcal (-\ Kalamazoo River
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‘@\ Lower Kalamazoo Water Trall

Monthly Working Group to vet project
e Research, mentorship &
development
Community-wide Open House on April
28
e (reat attendance, feedback
Next steps:
e Make final determinations on
budget spend
e Present & receive approvals on
MOU to access owners
e Development Plan
e Finalize map and website
e Finalize logos for marketing Vg~ _
materials \&Jr'g“é"‘i;wé”
e Phase2 &3 Y




Lower Kalamazoo
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DRAFT - NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION

1. Spear Street - Paved Ramp - 57 foa

Corner of Water Street, by The Star of Saugatuck.
Wick’s Park has rest room, shelter, tables,
Interpretive signage, and fishing area

| {City of Saugatuck]

EE[BB

2. Unlon Street - Paved Ramp - $10 fee
End of Union St near Red Dock [City of Douglas]

3. Wade's Bayou - Dock - Accessible to all

and intepretive signage. Beery Field has shelter,
tables, water, playground. ity of Douglas)

East end of Center Street. Restrooms, fishing dock,

Raommweded Roue

: @ Nocost
@ Fee charged

@ Landing only,
no taunching

Kalamazoo River
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4, Schultz Park - Paved Ramp - $10 fow

66th Street, off Wiley Road, west of 1-196
Restrooms, sheitee, fishing araa, peonic tabies, dog
waking. iCity of Douglas]

5. River Bluff Park - Landing only

Old Allegan Road, east of 11196 Landing, fishing
dock, picnic table, shelter, Parking lot and pit toilet
one mile away. [Saugatuck Township]
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Launch and Landing

@ Accessible

Paved Ramp &%, M Rec Passport

.t Natural sutface g Landing Ooly

Launch Fee

Amenities
Free parking Free parking,
but not close
Y Pit todlet L ¥ Pit tollet,
; but not close
mngﬂyoomi Hiking trall
Shedtet Interpeetive
I sgnage

Fishing area
Potable watet

Ficnic table
Trash
1 receplacie

6. Hacklander Boat Launch - Paved Ramp
Michigan Recreation Passport raquired
North of Riverside Drive at 63rd Street

Pit todlet, picnic table [Michigan DNR]

7. Now Richmond Bridge - Paved Ramp - 56 fee
O6d Allegan Road, east of 60th Street

Restrooms, sheltar, picnic tables, fishing dock,
nature trail interpretive sgnage. [Allegan County)
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Partner Project Highlights

e Douglas — Union Street dock
improvements

e Saugatuck — Spear Street boat ramp
improvements

e Saugatuck Township — secured Dowd
property, final fundraising for Riverfront
Park

e Fennville — applied for Rural Readiness
grant to plan for future trail connections

e Rotary — have received two matching
grants for greenway initiatives




GG
Fixed Dock Installation

Large metal fixed dock installation using Wave Armor fixed-dock mounting kit
with guide poles and brackets. 2 poles with be 3ft into the lake bottom

4. Finished instatision is shown below

Blue Vista Marine Services



Floating Dock Installation

Large floating dock installation using C-channel adapters, receiver
blocks, and knuckle connections.

2. Anach galvanized steal beacket 1o the dock using at laast four of the holes in each bracket If possibie
Use the necessary hardware for the dock (nol supplied). The brackets need to be placed the correct
distance apart so they line up with the plastic brackets on the port

3. Slide port up against the dock 50 It aligns with the steel brackets. Secure port 1o the brackets using the
¥ x 7" bolts, washaers and myfock nuts

[
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y e~ w”-”—"
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Blue Vista Marine Services



Safety Benefits

Stable entry and exit, improved accessibility, slip-resistant surfaces,
and safer launching. Accessible by all!

Blue Vista Marine Services



Krazy for the Kazoo - May 30

e 240 pounds of trash and invasive
species removed

e 37 volunteers worked at six
locations

o Major organizational support by
Saugatuck/Douglas and
Kalamazoo Rotaries, Kalamazoo
River Watershed Council, and
Allegan Conservation District

e Planning to work with Yacht Club
for 2027 event

A Kalamazoo River
%veenway



@\ Water Smart Landscaping- Green Stormwater

e Green stormwater helps keep
water clean by minimizing b ‘ﬁ
runoff and maximizing AR NTVE T
groundwater recharge SR

e ODC provides education and
guidance that can be
implemented by homeowners,
businesses, schools, and
other landowners

% A\ D
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‘@\ Education and Program Outreach Summary

e 222 participants in 16
programs with Allegan
Parks

e 2 workshops for Water-
smart landscaping

e 2 additional hikes with
ODC Conservation staff

e 3 Digital educational
campaigns reaching
7500+ community
members

Kalamazoo River
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&¥)_ Grant Applications

Approved/Pending Denied
- Bell’s Brewery Native Gardens -  Rural Readiness
- Mi Water Corp- Stream Monitoring - Michigan Health Endowment
program - DTE Tree Planting

- Rotary Foundation — water trail
support grant

- Michigan Coastal Management Plan-
10/26- positive feedback on application _

- Rotary- Greenstorm water/pollinator Keep them coming!
gardens grant- pending

-  MDARD Regen Farmer Network Grant

- Sustain Our Great Lakes (SOGL)

- Michigan Invasive Species Grant
- Consumers Energy Planet Grant

’-\ Kalamazoo River
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“@\ Sediment and Watershed Health

e The health of the
watershed — health of the
river

e Gathering baseline data
thru MiCorps monitoring
grant

o Macroinvertebrate and
habitat assessments
beginning this fall in the
Rabbit River watershed

Kalamazoo River
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\\@\ Kalamazoo River Greenway-Priorities

e Grants for infrastructure e Land acquisition

e Ag Best Management e Sediment/dredging
Practices e Watershed health

e Connectivity of spaces assessments

’-\ Kalamazoo River
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‘@ Kalamazoo River Greenway- Investment

What's Next?

Launch Lower Kalamazoo Water Trall

Education

Greenway activation

Greenway expansion

Focus on the pillars

Create a vision for long term growth + investment
Funding partner request

\’-\ Kalamazoo River
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, Thank you Partners!




