Q\SQ\P‘C" MEMORANDUM

0 Village Vibe. City Cool.

To: Douglas Downtown Development Authority
From: Rich LaBombard
City Manager
Date: December 28, 2022
RE: Gateway Signage and Low-Profile Signage Examples

Prior to engaging the setvices of a design professional for signage improvements to the Blue Star Highway /
Center Street intersection, the DDA should understand the limits of the space available for installing a
gateway sign. In addition, the DDA should consider narrowing the scope of the sign type and style being
considered by providing the designer clear examples of acceptable sign types.

A key component of working in the intersection is the limits of the public right of way and the existence of
a clear vision easement that was granted to the City. After much searching, I have able to track down the
clear vision easement drawing; however, I cannot find the exact recorded document describing the purpose
and grantor of the easement. I will continue to search for the easement document because it effects how
the intersection can be used.

The City’s zoning ordinance, section 16.31, describes a clear vision corner as having “the following
regulations (that) shall apply to all landscaping, fences, walls, screens, or similar devices at the intersection of
driveways with public streets or approve private roads or where streets or private roads intersect:

1. A fence, wall, sign, screen, or planting shall not exceed three feet in height if located within the
twenty-foot clear vision zone as shown in the figures. (See attached)

2. A fence, wall, sign, screen, or planting shall not be erected or maintained in such a way as to obstruct
vision or interfere with traffic visibility as determined by the Zoning Administrator or Planning
Cemmission, as applicable.

3. No structure, hazard, or obstruction shall be placed or maintained in the right-of-way of any public
street, except as may be approved by the road authority with jurisdiction over the street. (The City
of Douglas has jurisdiction over both Blue Star Highway and Center Street.)

While elements of this ordinance don’t apply when two public streets intersect, it does provide guidance on
what is acceptable for a clear vision zone. It’s unclear why the clear vision easement still exists when the
intetsection is controlled by a traffic signal. What is clear is that the existing sign is located within the public



right of way and may conflict with existing underground and overhead utilities. Prior sign designs were
halted because of the proposed location in the right of way and its proximity to overhead utilities. Effort
should be made to move the gateway sign out of the right of way and into the cleat vision zone (if the
easement allows) which limits the sign height to three feet.

With that information in mind, I've provided some examples of signage designs that could be modified to

meet the three-foot-high design standard. Boatrd membets were asked to find examples of other low-profile
designs for consideration.

Discussion item,
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under deed restrictions of record; or owned by two or more dwelling units located
away from the waterfront, only if the following conditions are met:

1) That said parcel of land contain a minimum of seven thousand (7,000) square
feet; fifty (50) lineal feet of water frontage for each individual dwelling unit or each
single family unit to which such privileges are extended or dedicated. The minimum
depth for such a parcel shall be one - hundred forty (140) feet. No access property
so created shall have less the two - hundred (200) feet of water frontage with at
least fifty (50) lineal feet of water frontage for each individual dwelling unit. Frontage
shall be measured by straight line which intersects each side lot line at the water’s
edge.

2) That in no event shall water frontage of such parcel of land consist of a
swamp, marsh, or bog as shown on the most recent U.S. Geological Survey Maps,
or the Michigan Department of Natural Resources MIRIS map, or have otherwise
been determined to be wetland by the Michigan DNR; and that in no event shall a
swamp, marsh, or bog be altered by dredging, the addition of earth or fill material or
by the drainage of water for the purpose of increasing the water frontage required by
this regulation.

3) That in no event shall such parcel of land abut a man-made canal or channel,
and no canal or channel shall be excavated for the purpose of increasing the water
frontage required by this regulation,

4) That access property, as provided for in and meeting the conditions of this
ordinance, regardless of total area, shall not be used as a residential lot for the
purpose of constructing a dwelling and/or accessory structure(s), or for any
commercial or business use,

5) That piers or docks on such access property shall not be closer than fifty (50)
feet from another pier or dock, nor longer than 120% of the average of the four (4)
adjacent residential lot piers or docks on either side of the access property to a
maximum length of fifty (50) feet of lot frontage.

Section 16.31. Clear Vision Corner

The following regulations shall apply to all landscaping, fences, walls, screens, or
similar devices at the intersection of driveways with public streets or approved
private roads or where streets or private roads intersect:

1) A fence, wall, sign, screen or planting shall not exceed three (3) feet in height
if located within the twenty (20) foot clear vision zone shown in Figures 18.1 through
18.4.

2) A fence, wall, sign, screen or planting shall not be erected or maintained in
stich a way as to obstruct vision or interfere with traffic visibility as determined by the
Zoning Administrator or Planning Commission, as applicable.

Douglas Zoning Ordinance 121 General Provisions



3) No structure, hazard or obstruction shall be placed or maintained in the right-
of-way of any public street, except as may be approved by the road authority with
jurisdiction over the street.

Section 16.32. Wind Energy Conversion System

Wind Powered Generators. To be treated as an accessory structure, wind powered
generators shall meet the standards of this section.

1)  Wind Powered Generators shall be sized and intended only to supplement
the electricity need of the property on which they are located.

2)  Such structures shall only be located in the rear yard, but outside the required
rear or side yards.

3)  The diameter of the generator blades shall not exceed eight (8) feet.

4) A free standing Wind Powered Generator shall comply with the maximum
height permitted for the zoning district. A Wind Powered Generator attached
to the primary use may not be taller than ten (10) feet above the roof
structure,

5) A Wind Powered Generator shall be so located on the premises that a
distance at least equal to the height of the generator blades at their apogee is
provided to the nearest property line.

6) The installation of a Wind Powered Generator shall meet all applicable
structural and electrical codes.

7) A Wind Powered Generator shall be compliant with the City Noise Ordinance.

Section 16.33. Short-term Rental Units

A short-term rental unit, as defined in Section 2.20 of this chapter, is permitted in all
zoning districts where residential use of property is permitted by right or has been
approved for special land use, and shall be subject to the following provisions:

1) The owner of the dwelling shall register the short-term rental unit with the City
of Douglas and shall he responsible for obtaining a rental occupancy permit.
No short-term rental shall occur without a valid rental occupancy permit.

2) The short-term rental unit shall meet all applicable building, health, fire and
related safely codes at all times and shall be inspected at least every thirty
six (36) months by the Fire Department before any rental occupancy
certificate can be issued. Inspection procedures and administrative fees shall
be determined by the City Council and the Saugatuck Township District Fire
Department.

3) Signs shall be subject to the applicable provisions of the City of the Village of
Douglas Sign Ordinance.

Douglas Zoning Ordinance 122 General Provisions



easement width be less than thirty-three (33) feet in width. Road bed widths for
private roads serving seven (7) or less lots shall be at least sixteen (16) feet. Road
bed widths for private roads serving more than seven (7), but less than fifteen (15)
lots, may not be less than nineteen (19) feet. Road beds for private roads serving
fifteen (15) or more lots shall be not less than twenty-four (24) feet,

6) Dedication of Rights-of-Ways or Easements: While not required to be dedicated
to the public, no structure or development activity shall he established within
approved rights-of-way or easements of a private road.

7) Connection to Public Streets: Construction authorization from the Allegan County
Road Commission is required for connection to County roads. When applicable, a
permit is also required from the County under the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation
Control Act, Act 347. At the discretion of the City Council, a proposed private road
may he disapproved unless it connects to another private road or public street when
necessary to provide safe traffic flow and/or emergency vehicle access.

8) Cul-de-sacs; Cul-de-sacs shall meet City cross-section specifications and the
following requirements:

a) Any cul-de-sac shali terminate at the property line, except when
precluded by a natural barrier or when the cul-de-sac terminates at a
lot or parcel within the development that fronts upon the cul-de-sac.

b) Frontage measurements for cul-de-sac lots shall be from the curve
tangent that meets both side lot lines. See Figure 18.3. Frontage on a
lot on a cul-de-sac may not be less than eighty (80) percent of the
minimum lot width required for the zoning district in which it is located.

c) Not more than four (4) lots or parcels shall have frontage on a cul-de-
sac.

d) The minimum radius of cul-de-sacs shall meet Allegan County Road
Commission standards.

9) Limit on Length: Private roads with only one connection to a public street or
another approved private road meeting the requirements of this Ordinance shall not
exceed one thousand three hundred and twenty (1,320} feet in length.

10) Maximum Number of Lots Served: A privale road in a development with more
than twenty-five (25) lots or units shall have at least two (2) points of intersection

with another private road and/or public street, so as to protect existing and future
residents in case of an emergency or in the event of blockage of an access point
and to promote safe traffic flow.

Douglas Zoning Ordinance 133 Access Control and Private Reads
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