ARTICLE 22:
SIGNS, FLAGS, AND BANNERS

DRAFT

Section 22.01 Intent

The City of the Village of Douglas finds that signs and outdoor advertising are necessary to the commerce, health, safety,
and general welfare of the public. Further, it finds that failure to regulate the size, height, number, location, and construction
of signs within the City of the Village of Douglas may lead to poor identification of individual - businesses, deterioration of
the appearance of the City, a decline in property values, and may create safety hazards to the public. The purpose of this
Article is to regulate signs and outdoor advertising in a manner which will minimize their harmful effects while permitting -
effective advertising and identification. It is further intended through the provisions contained herein to: f

1)
2)
3)

4)

%)

Give recognition fo the legitimate needs of business, industry and other activities, in attaining their identification and
informational objectives. :
Reflect the primary purpose of signage as being the identification of a particular user or use on a property, but not
necessarily every activity or service performed thereon.
Promote signs that are visible at eye level and can be readily seen from moving vehicles with the least amount of eye -
distraction. '
Avoid excessive property and use signing in order to give each use optimum visibility to passer-by traffic and if possible,
to prevent a sign from blocking the view of another sign. :
Place and size signs in such a way that scenic views are respected and visual obstructions fo the natural landscape °
are minimized. ‘
Protect the character of the City by encouraging the design of institutional, business, and industrial signs that reflect
the City's favorable environment as a permanent and seasonal home community. :
Maintain and enhance economic stability by retaining aesthetic appeal to tourists and visitors and encouraging sign
design practices that will complement the City's character and natural environment.
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1) Upon determination by the Planning and Zoning Administrator, signs may be exempted from the permit requirements
of Section 16.26:
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An llluminated Sign shall be in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance, as well as all applicable Building and
Electrical Codes. An electric permit, to be issued by the Building Inspector, shall be required for any electrical installation
in connection with illumination of any sign installation.

1) Internally-llluminated Signs.
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a) Emitted light shall shine only upon the sign or upon the property within the premises and shall not spill over
the property line in any direction, except by indirect reflection.

2) Externally-llluminated Signs.

a) An external source of light shall be of a warm, non-glare type.

b) Lighting fixtures shall be directional and mounted to the sign structure fo shed light toward the ground.

¢) The source of external illumination shall be shielded to prevent light from being directed upwards, into traffic,
onto an adjacent street, and any adjoining property.

3) lllumination Waivers Allowed. Alternative or custom illumination design may be permissible by waiver as provided
herein, subject to Planning Commission approval, pursuant to Article 24 and applicable Special Use Standards
(Article 26).

a) Internal-illumination signs programmed or timed to alternate, move, or fluctuate may be permissible in
commercial districts when determined to not constitute a hazard or nuisance.

b) External-illumination signs in commercial districts may incorporate neon or simulated neon (flexible LED/fiber
optic), subject to all other standards herein.

¢) Pursuant to this Section, signs in residential districts may be externally illuminated any hour between 7:00AM
- 8:00PM, unless otherwise extended by waiver.

4) Prohibited Sign lllumination.
a) An illuminated sign shall not flash, blink, or pulsate intensity.
b) Dynamic Display or otherwise unfiltered LCD/LED display panels are prohibited in all districts.

Section 22.04 Signs in Residential Districts:

A single on-premise sign shall be permitted on lots in Residential Districts as defined in the Douglas Zoning Ordinance,

| subject to the faﬂevﬂng— ollowmg restnctlons
) shall b f
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b)

c)

d)

e) One (1 ) sngn per Street frontage each desxgnatmg'an apartment complex or' bu:ldmg, or multlple famlly or
group housing complex-

f) {Exemptlons from setback requaremen S

Section 22.05 Signs in the C-1 Village Center District:

1) Permanent, on-premises signs in the C-1 Commercial District are subject to Site Plan Approval Standards (Article
24), and applicable Special Use Standards (Article 26).

a) The total number, maximum sign area, and height shall comply with the standards set forth by sign type,
pursuant to Section 22.11.

b) Sign faces on any portion of the structure of a building facade extending above a mansard, flat roof, or the

eaves of a roof shall be considered a Roof Sign and part of the roof. No roof sign or sign structure may exceed

the maximum allowable building height, total. o

¢) A Projecting Nameplate or Sign which is attached to a building or supported to overhang, encroach upon, are

placed within, or extend into a dedicated public right-of-way shall be approved by the Planning Commission
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2)

Signs shall be permitted in Commercial and Industrial Districts as defined in the Douglas Zoning Ordinance subject
to the following restrictions:
a) [Signs shall pertain exclusive ; ( Y
b) Signs shall be placed flat against the main bundlng or parallel to the buuldmg ona canopy and may face only
the public street or parking areas as part of the development. Signs shall not project above the roof line or
cornice.
c) Signs painted or affixed to a building shall not exceed ten (10) percent of the surface. area of the building face
to which attached.
d) Ground Support or Pylon Signs shall:
1. Not obstruct a clear view of traffic.
2. Not exceed one (1) per property frontage, regardless of the number of businesses, except as provided
in Section 22. 06(3)(c)

€) ]
total area allotted to signs shall remain the same whether a waII S|gn or a freestandmg sign.
On-premises signs within all Commercial and Industrial zoned districts shall comply with the following requirements
and restrictions:
a) Identlty S|gn(s) may be a wed on any exposed side of a buuldlng

be permltted 'When located in such a manner that no part extends beyond the property lines. When the use
is located on, and has clearly defined entrances on two separate street frontages, each frontage is eligible for
an identity sign as provided for in this section.

c)

or ground supported) in addition to the allowed wall SIgn or bmldlng mounted S|gn The pylon or ground S|gns
provided for in this Section, however, shall not be allowed when the businesses mentioned in this Section are
located in a defined-"Business-Center".
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Section 22.07 Signs Not to Constitute a Hazard:

1)  Fire Hazard: No sign shall be erected or maintained in a manner that prevents free ingress or egress from any door,
window or fire escape. No sign of any kind shall be attached tfo a standpipe or fire escape.

2)  Shear Hazard: No sign or sign structure shall be erected or mamta/ned in unsafe manner, without compliance with
applicable building code requirements. Applications f ] i
feet shall Include wind

S)—Trafﬂc Hazard No srgn shaII be erected at the rntersectlon of any street in such a manner as to obstruct free and
clear vision pursuant to Section 16.31; or at any Iocatlon where by reason of the pos:tlon shape or color, it may

3)  Section 22.08 Temporary or Portable Signs:
Any free-standing sign not permanently anchored or secured to either a building or the ground shall be considered a
Temporary Sign and prohibited, u i
legal or exempt temporary sign type.:f‘LegaI temporary
DIOVISIONS] e

1) Off—premises temporary or portable signs 4

2)  Legal temporary or portable signs that are not otherwise exempted herein shall for be permitted for a period not to
exceed thirty (30) days, and conform to the maximum number, area, and height, as well as the minimum setbacks
from property boundaries and rights-of-way, as provided by sign type and district in Section 22.11.

3)  No vehicles shall be parked or dlsplayed in such a way to be used asa srgn

4)  Temporary signs, lindicating- , ducts, - ~

5) [Douglasres:dents and licensed businesses/organizations shall be exempt from Section 22.08(1)
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Outdoor advemsmg structures and billboards other than those [sngns which exclusively advertise businesses on the premises
on which they are located, are considered off-premises signs and may be permitted only by the Planning Commission _
following review according to the Special Use Permit process in Article 25 of the City of the Village of Douglas Zoning
Ordinance.

1)  Off-premises signs shall comply with the following requirements and restrictions:

a) Off-premises signs shall be prohibited, except on those parcels of property zoned for Commercial or Industrial
use which lie directly adjacent to the Blue Star Highway between the South City limits and the North City
Limits, or directly adjacent to the 1-196 Expressway.

b) Off-premises signs shall not block any permitted on-premises sign.

) Size and spacing requirements for off-premise signs along 1-196 shall be not more than one (1) billboard or
other off-premises sign shall be located per linear mile of I-196, regardless of the fact that such billboard may
be located on different sides of the subject highway. Linear separation shall be limited to the boundaries of
the City. V-type structures shall be considered as two billboards and a double-faced (back-to- back) structure
shall be considered one (1) billboard. The required minimum distance between permitted off-premises signs
shall be that distance measured on a direct line from sign to sign.

d) Off-premise signs shall be adequately maintained. Such maintenance shall include proper alignment of
structure, continued readability of structure and preservation of structure with paint or other surface finishing
material. If an off-premise sign is not maintained, written notice of any disrepair shall be issued by the Planning
and Zoning Administrator to the owner of said structure. If the disrepair is not corrected within thirty (30) days,
said structure shall be removed at the owner's expense.

e) The off-premise sign must be constructed in such a fashion that it will withstand all wind and vibration forces
which normally can be expected to occur in the vicinity.

Section 22.10 Flag Poles:

Not more than three (3) flag poles may be erected on any lot. The maximum permitted height of any flag pole is thirty-five
(35) feet.

Section 22.11 Wayfinding and Municipal Directional Signs
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Section 22.12 Nonconforming Signs:

it is the intent of this Section to permit the continuance of a lawful use of any sign or outdoor advertising structure that may
not conform with the provisions herein. Nonconforming signs and sign structures shall not be enlarged, expanded or
extended without review and waiver granted by the Planning Commission. lllegal nonconforming signs and sign structures
shall be gradually eliminated and terminated upon their natural deterioration or accidental destruction. The continuance of
all nonconforming signs and outdoor advertising structures within the City of the Village of Douglas shall be subject to the
following requirements:

D)

2)

3)

4)

o)

Structural Changes: The faces, supports, or other parts of any nonconforming sign or outdoor advertising structure
shall not be changed, altered, substituted, or enlarged unless the resultant changed, altered, substituted, or enlarged
sign or outdoor advertising structure conforms to the provision of this Section for the use it is intended, except as
otherwise provided for.

If a nonconforming sign is destroyed it may not thereafter be repaired, reconstructed, or replaced except in conformity
with all the provisions of this Section, and the remnants of the former sign structure shall be cleared from the land or
building on which it was supported. For purposes of this section, a nonconforming sign is destroyed if damaged to
an extent that the cost of repairing the sign to its former stature or replacing it with an equivalent sign equals or
exceeds the value (tax value if listed for tax purposes) of the damaged sign.

The message of a nonconforming sign may be changed so long as this does not create any new nonconformities
(for example, by creating an off- premise sign under circumstances where such a sign would not be allowed).
However, if the name of the business or organization changes, the face of the sign may be changed only as provided
in Section 22.10(1).

If a nonconforming sign, other than an off-premise sign- advertises a business, attraction, or other enterprise or
activity that is no longer operating or being offered or conducted, that sign and its independent supporting structure
shall be considered abandoned and shall be removed within thirty (30) days after such abandonment by the sign
owner, owner of the property where the sign is located, or other party having such control over such sign.

Any other provisions of this Ordinance notwithstanding, all signs which are erected or are in place on the effective
date of the Ordinance, but which do not comply with the provisions of this Ordinance, and signs in nonconformance
with the City of the Village of Douglas sign regulations, shall demonstrate compliance and conformance with these
provisions upon application for Sign Permit resultant of any desired or necessary changes, alterations, substitution,
repair, replacement, and other maintenance.
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6) Alteration, Erection, or Placement of Signs: No person, firm, corporation, partnership. or other legal entity, shall alter,
enlarge, or erect a sign except in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance. Nonconforming signs, however,
be repaired, repainted, or improved, however, they may not be enlarged beyond their existing size.

7)  Any signs existing in the public right-of-way of the City of the Village of Douglas, which do not have a revocable
license agreement with the City Council, are illegal nonconforming signs and are to be removed or relocated to come
into compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

8)  The owner of any signs existing in the public right-of-way of the City of the Village of Douglas, on the effective date
of this Ordinance which do not have a revocable license agreement with the City Council shall within sixty (60) days
of notice by the City provide the City Council with proof of liability insurance with sufficient policy limits, naming the
City of the Village of Douglas as an additional named insured thereby indemnifying the City for any liability, loss,
costs, damages or expenses that may be paid by the City to persons as a result of damage to persons or their
property due to the placement of the sign in the right-of-way.

9)  Failure to provide this insurance, or any lapse in the coverage provided therein, or failure to enter into a revocable
license agreement may result in-the City taking actions, as provided in this Ordinance and by any other lawful
enforcement provisions, to abate said sign, including its immediate removal.

10) The City Council may, at its discretion, review any sign effected by this Section on a case-by-case basis to consider
extenuating health, safety and public welfare factors which may cause the requirement for immediate compliance
with the Ordinance to be extended.

Sign Limitations:
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