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REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND 
OTHER MATTERS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
 

Independent Auditors’ Report 
 
To the Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

of the City of Douglas 
Douglas, Arizona 
 
We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General 
of the United States, the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, the discretely 
presented component unit, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of Douglas, 
Arizona (the “City”), as of and for the year ended June 30, 2022, and the related notes to the financial statements which 
collectively comprise the City’s basic financial statements and have issued our report thereon dated March 31, 2023. 
Our report includes references to other auditors who audited the financial statements of the Douglas Community 
Housing Corporation (Rancho La Perilla Apartments), as described in our report on the City’s basic financial statements. 
This report does not include the results of the other auditors’ testing of internal control over financial reporting and 
compliance and other matters that are reported on separately by those auditors. 
 
Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
 
In planning and performing our audit of the basic financial statements of the of the City, we considered the City’s 
internal control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing audit procedures that are appropriate 
in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the basic financial statements, but not for the purpose 
of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the City’s internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion 
on the effectiveness of the City’s internal control. 
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management or 
employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, misstatements 
on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such that 
there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the entity’s financial statements will not be prevented, 
or detected and corrected, on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, 
in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged 
with governance. 
 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this section and was 
not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material weaknesses or significant deficiencies 
and therefore, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies may exist that have not been identified. Given these 
limitations, during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material 
weaknesses.  We did identify certain deficiencies in internal control, described in the accompanying schedule of findings 
and questioned costs as item 2022-001 that we consider to be a significant deficiency. 



To the Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 
of the City of Douglas 

Douglas, Arizona 
Page 2 
 

2 

Report on Compliance and Other Matters 
 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the City’s basic financial statements are free from material 
misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant 
agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the financial statements. However, 
providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do 
not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are 
required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 
 
City’s Responses to Findings 
 
Government Auditing Standards requires the auditor to perform limited procedures on the City’s response to the findings 
identified in our audit and described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs. The City’s response 
was not subjected to the other auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statements and, accordingly, we 
express no opinion on the response. 
 
Purpose of this Report  
 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance and the results 
of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control or on compliance. This 
report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the 
entity’s internal control and compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. 

 
Phoenix, Arizona 
March 31, 2023 
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REPORT ON COMPLIANCE FOR EACH MAJOR FEDERAL PROGRAM AND ON INTERNAL 
CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE REQUIRED BY THE UNIFORM GUIDANCE 
AND REPORT ON SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS 

 
 

Independent Auditors’ Report 
 
 
To the Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council  

of the City of Douglas 
Douglas, Arizona 
 
Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program  
 
Opinion on Each Major Federal Program 
 
We have audited City of Douglas, Arizona’s (the “City”) compliance with the types of compliance requirements  
identified as subject to audit in the OMB Compliance Supplement that could have a direct and material effect on each 
of the City’s major federal programs for the year ended June 30, 2022. The City’s major federal programs are identified 
in the summary of auditors’ results section of the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs.  
 
In our opinion, the City complied, in all material respects, with the types of compliance requirements referred to above 
that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major federal programs for the year ended June 30, 2022.  
 
Basis for Opinion on Each Major Federal Program 
 
We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States; and the audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 
200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform 
Guidance). Our responsibilities under those standards and the Uniform Guidance are further described in the Auditor’s 
Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section of our report. 
 
We are required to be independent of the City and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in accordance with relevant 
ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion on compliance for each major federal program. Our audit does not provide 
a legal determination of the City’s compliance with the compliance requirements referred to above.  
 
Responsibilities of Management for Compliance 
 
Management is responsible for compliance with the requirements referred to above and for the design, implementation, 
and maintenance of effective internal control over compliance with the requirements of laws, statutes, regulations, 
rules, and provisions of contracts or grant agreements applicable to the City’s federal programs. 
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Auditors’ Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance 
 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether material noncompliance with the compliance 
requirements referred to above occurred, whether due to fraud or error, and express an opinion on the City’s compliance 
based on our audit. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not 
a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing 
Standards, and the Uniform Guidance will always detect material noncompliance when it exists. The risk of not 
detecting material noncompliance resulting from fraud is higher than for that resulting from error, as fraud may involve 
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Noncompliance with 
the compliance requirements referred to above is considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, 
individually or in the aggregate, it would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user of the report on compliance 
about the City’s compliance with the requirements of each major federal program as a whole. 
 
In performing an audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, 
Government Auditing Standards, and the Uniform Guidance, we: 
 

 Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. 
 

 Identify and assess the risks of material noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error, and design and perform 
audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence 
regarding the City’s compliance with the compliance requirements referred to above and performing such other 
procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. 
 

 Obtain an understanding of the City’s internal control over compliance relevant to the audit in order to design 
audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances and to test and report on internal control over 
compliance in accordance with the Uniform Guidance, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the City’s internal control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed. 

 
We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned 
scope and timing of the audit and any significant deficiencies and material weaknesses in internal control over 
compliance that we identified during the audit. 
 
Report on Internal Control over Compliance  
 
A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control over compliance does 
not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect 
and correct, noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal program on a timely basis. A material 
weakness in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over 
compliance, such that there is a reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a type of compliance 
requirement of a federal program will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely basis. A significant 
deficiency in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over 
compliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal program that is less severe than a material weakness in 
internal control over compliance, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.  
 
Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the Auditor’s 
Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section above and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal 
control over compliance that might be material weaknesses or significant deficiencies in internal control over 
compliance. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal control over 
compliance that we consider to be material weaknesses, as defined above. However, material weaknesses or significant 
deficiencies in internal control over compliance may exist that were not identified. 
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Our audit was not designed for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of internal control over 
compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed. 
 
The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal 
control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the requirements of the Uniform Guidance. Accordingly, 
this report is not suitable for any other purpose.  
 
Report on Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 
 
We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, the discretely 
presented component unit, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City, as of and for the 
year ended June 30, 2022, and the related notes to the basic financial statements, which collectively comprise the City’s 
basic financial statements. We issued our report thereon dated March 31, 2023, which contained unmodified opinions 
on those financial statements. Our report includes references to other auditors who audited the financial statements the 
Douglas Community Housing Corporation (Rancho La Perilla Apartments), as described in our report on the City’s 
basic financial statements. Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that 
collectively comprise the basic financial statements. The accompanying Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards, 
as required by Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost 
Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards, is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a 
required part of the financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and was derived from 
and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements. The 
information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and 
certain other procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting 
and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and 
other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. 
In our opinion, the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the 
basic financial statements as a whole. 

 
Phoenix, Arizona 
March 31, 2023
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Assistance Grant Amount
Listing Identification Federal Provided to
Number Number Expenditures Subrecipients

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development:

Direct Programs:

CDBG - Entitlement Grants Cluster:

Community Development Block Grant 14.218 B-18-MC-04-0516 11,759$          -$                    

Community Development Block Grant 14.218 B-19-MC-04-0516 8,636 -                      

Community Development Block Grant 14.218 B-20-MC-04-0516 128,414 -                      

COVID-19 - Community Development Block Grant 14.218 B-20-MW-04-0516 4,520 -                      

Community Development Block Grant 14.218 B-21-MC-04-0516 8,850              -                      

Total CDBG - Entitlement Grants Cluster 162,179          -                      

Housing Vouchers Cluster:

Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers 14.871 AZ 037 816,885          -                      $
Total Housing Vouchers Cluster 816,885          -                      

FSS Coordinator 14.896 AZ 037 74,984            -                      

Total U.S. Housing and Urban Development 1,054,048       -                      

U.S. Department of Justice:

Direct Programs:
Federal Bureau of Investigations Ops Grant 16.U01 N/A 2,511              -                      
US Customs Over Time (ICE) Southbound 16.U02 N/A 3,662              -                      
DEA Grant 16.U03 N/A 13,645            -                      

Total U.S. Department of Justice 19,818            -                      

U.S. Department of Transportation:
Passed through the Arizona Department of Transportation:

Formula Grants for Rural Areas 20.509 ADOT GRT-20-0007094-T 752,334          -                      

Total 20.509 752,334          -                      

Highway Safety Cluster:
Passed through Passed through the Arizona Governor's Office of Highway Safety:

State and Community Highway Safety 20.600 2022-PTS-020 4,662              -                      
State and Community Highway Safety 20.600 2021-OP-007 933                 -                      

Total 20.600 5,595              -                      

National Priority Safety Programs 20.616 2021-405d-011 1,613              -                      
National Priority Safety Programs 20.616 2022-405b-003 22,628            -                      
National Priority Safety Programs 20.616 2022-405d-015 5,172              -                      

Total 20.616 29,413            -                      

Total Highway Safety Cluster 35,008            -                      

Total U.S. Department of Transportation 787,342          -                      

U.S. Department of Treasury:
Direct Programs:

Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund 21.027 N/A 805,933          -                      

Total U.S. Department of Treasury 805,933          -                      

Federal Grantor/Pass - Through
Grantor/Program Title
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Assistance Grant Amount
Listing Identification Federal Provided to
Number Number Expenditures Subrecipients

Federal Communications Commission:
Direct Programs:

Universal Service Fund - Schools and Libraries 32.004 N/A 15,707            -                      

Total Federal Communications Commission 15,707            -                      

National Endowment for the Humanities:
Grants to States Program:
Passed through the Arizona State Library:

Grants to States Program 45.310 2022-0340-W3 7,997              -                      

Total Grants to States Programs 7,997              -                      

Total National Endowment for the Humanities 7,997              -                      

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services:
Aging Cluster:
Passed through the Southeastern Arizona Governments Organization:

Special Programs for the Aging, Title III, Part C, Nutrition Services 93.044 125-20 34,905            -                      

Total Aging Cluster 34,905            -                      

Total U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 34,905            -                      

Executive Office of the President:
Direct Programs:

High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas Program (HIDTA) 95.001 GS19SA0007A 30,225            -                      

Total Executive Office of the President 30,225            -                      

U.S. Department of Homeland Security:

Homeland Security Grant Program:

Passed through the Arizona Department of Homeland Security:
Homeland Security Grant Program (HSGP) 97.067 200413-02 55,518            -                      
Homeland Security Grant Program (HSGP) 97.067 200413-01 387,239          -                      

Total Homeland Security Grant Program 442,757          -                      

Total U.S. Department of Homeland Security 442,757          -                      

Total Expenditures of Federal Awards 3,198,732$     -$                

Grantor/Program Title
Federal Grantor/Pass - Through
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Note 1 – Reporting Entity 
 
The financial reporting entity consists of the primary government, City of Douglas (the “City”), organizations for which 
the primary government is financially accountable, and other organizations for which the nature and significance of 
their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity’s financial 
statements to be misleading or incomplete. 
 
The City Council acts as the governing body and is able to impose its will on the following organizations, establishing 
financial accountability: 
 

 Douglas Housing Authority 
 

The City Council appoints the governing body which means they are able to impose its will on the following 
organization, is financially dependent on the City, and meets the financial benefits and burden criteria for financial 
reporting: 
 

 Douglas Public Facility Municipal Property Corporation 
 

The following entity is a discretely presented component unit in the City’s basic financial statements but federal awards 
from federal agencies are not included in the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards because they are a separate 
legal entity.  The audit of these federal awards under Uniform Guidance is conducted by other auditors: 
 

 Douglas Community Housing Corporation (Rancho La Perilla Apartments) 
 

 
Note 2 – Basis of Accounting 
 
The various grant programs have been recorded within the general fund, special revenue, and enterprise funds of the 
City. The City utilizes the modified accrual basis of accounting for the general fund and special revenue funds and 
accrual basis of accounting for the enterprise funds. The accompanying Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 
(Schedule) is presented in accordance with the requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, 
Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform 
Guidance). Therefore, some amounts presented in the schedule may differ from amounts presented in, or used in, the 
preparation of the City’s basic financial statements. 
 
 
Note 3 – Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 
 
The accompanying Schedule presents the activity of all federal financial assistance programs of the City, excluding the 
Douglas Community Housing Corporation (Rancho La Perilla) which received $4,079,047 in federal awards which are 
not included in the accompanying Schedule. Federal financial assistance received directly from federal agencies as well 
as federal financial assistance passed through the State of Arizona and Southeastern Arizona Governments Organization 
are included in the Schedule. The Schedule was prepared from only the accounts of various grant programs and, 
therefore, does not present the financial position, change in net position or fund balance, or results of operations and 
cash flows of the City. 
 
 
Note 4 – Indirect Cost Rate 
 
The City has not elected to use the 10-percent de minimis indirect rate as allowed under the Uniform Guidance. 

 
Note 5 – Subrecipients 
 
The City did not provide any amounts to subrecipients during the fiscal year ended June 30, 2022.
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Section I – Summary of Auditors’ Results 
 
Financial Statements 
 
Types of auditors’ report issued:   Unmodified 
 
Internal control over financial reporting: 
 

 Material weakness(es) identified?       No 
 

 Significant deficiency(ies) identified?       2022-001 
 
Noncompliance material to the financial statements noted?     No 
 
Federal Awards 
 
Internal control over major programs: 
 

 Material weakness(es) identified?       No 
 

 Significant deficiency(ies) identified?       None reported  
 

Type of auditors’ report issued on compliance for major programs:    Unmodified 
 
Any audit findings disclosed that are required to be reported in 
Accordance with 2 CFR 200.516(a)?         None reported 
 
Identification of major programs: 
 

Assistance Federal
Listing Number(s) Name of Federal Program or Cluster Expenditures

14.871 Housing Voucher Cluster 816,885$            
21.027 Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund 805,933              

Total Expenditures of All Major Federal Programs 1,622,818$         

Total Expenditures of Federal Awards 3,198,732$         

Percentage of Total Expenditures of Federal Awards 50.73%
 

 
Dollar threshold used to distinguish between type A and type B program:    $750,000 
 
Auditee qualified as low-risk auditee in accordance with 2 CFR 200.520?    Yes 
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Section II – Financial Statement Findings 
 
A. Current Year Findings and Questioned Costs – Financial Statement Findings  

 
Finding 2022-001 Improve Internal Controls Over Financial Reporting  
 
Criteria: 
 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation, as well as the accuracy of its financial 
statements, including disclosures in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States 
of America; this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation 
and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
As part of satisfying that responsibility, staff should possess that skills, knowledge, and experience necessary to 
complete year-end close and diligently employ that knowledge, skill, and experience to produce reliable and 
accurate financial information. 
 
Generally accepted auditing standards defined internal control as a process – affected by the Members of City 
Council, management, and other personnel – designed to provide reasonable assurance regarding the achievement 
of objectives in the following categories: 

 
 Reliability of financial reporting 
 Effectiveness and efficiency of operations, and 
 Compliance with applicable laws and regulations. 

 
The Committee of Sponsoring Organizations of the Treadway Commission (“COSO”) established the following 
framework that stress the need for policies and procedures to promote effective internal control for an entity: 
 
Control Environment – Establish structures, reporting lines, authorities and responsibilities 
Risk Assessment – Select and develop control activities that mitigate risks 
Control Activities – Deploy control activities through policies and procedures  
Information and Communication – Communicate internal control information internally  
Monitoring – Evaluations are used to determine if controls are present and functioning 
 
An overall purpose of internal control over financial reporting is to foster the preparation of reliable financial 
statements and that reliable financial statements must be materially accurate. 
 
Condition: 
 
During the audit, we found the following conditions that resulted in financially significant audit adjustments to the 
financial statements: 
 
Accuracy in External Financial Reporting 
 

The year-end closing process was not thorough and did not ensure that account balances were reconciled and 
accurate in advance of the audit. This required a significant number of adjusting journal entries to correct the final 
financial statements. It appears these errors were primarily caused by the trial balance being prepared from data 
that was not always complete, contained errors and appropriate year-end reconciliations had not been performed. 
Some of the more significant entries identified and posted follow: 

 

 Adjustment to correct restricted cash (Approximately $251 thousand). 
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Section II – Financial Statement Findings (Continued) 
 
A. Current Year Findings – Financial Statement Audit (Continued) 

 
Finding 2022-001 Improve Internal Controls Over Financial Reporting (Continued) 
 
Condition (Continued): 
 
Accuracy in External Financial Reporting (Continued) 

 
 Adjustment to correct pension/OPEB (Approximately $1.2 million). 
 Adjustment to correct debt payments (Approximately $47 thousand). 
 Adjustment to record property tax receivable (Approximately $19 thousand). 
 Adjustment to record GASB 87 lease payable (Approximately $153 thousand). 
 Adjustment to record GASB 87 lease receivable (Approximately $1.3 million). 

 
Bank Reconciliation 
 
The City’s monthly bank reconciliation process was not properly completed during the period of the audit. During 
our review of the bank reconciliation process at year-end field work in November 2022, we found that the City had 
still not reconciled the bank accounts for June 2022. The bank reconciliations are not being performed in a timely 
manner.  

 
Municipal Property Corporation Golf Course Operations 
 
The golf course operations were transferred from the City to a legally separate Municipal Property Corporation 
(MPC) in a prior fiscal year. The MPC is reported as a blended component unit within the City’s financial 
statements. The year-end closing process for the MPC was not thorough and did not ensure that account balances 
were reconciled and accurate in advance of the audit requiring journal entries to reconcile the MPC’s general ledger 
to the City’s general ledger. Journal entries were proposed and subsequently approved by management to report the 
MPC operations in the City’s basic financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles 
and to correct errors in the general ledger. 
  
Context: 
 
Various financial statement accounts were not accurate and were either under or overstated by a financially 
significant amount after the audit began and the books were closed requiring management to provide a significant 
number of adjusting entries to correct the final financial statements. Misstatements in financial statements can rise 
to a material amount when aggregated and / or when they can reasonably be expected to influence the decisions 
taken based on those financial statements and exceed a tolerable level. 
  
Reconciliations and adjustments to year end balances that either are not recorded or are posted after the preparation 
of fiscal year end reports decreases the reliability and usefulness of the reports. In addition, not following formal 
policies and procedures regarding internal control over individual transaction cycles could lead to inconsistency in 
processing transactions and also increase the risk that errors will not be detected and corrected in a timely manner. 
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Section II – Financial Statement Findings (Continued) 
 
A. Current Year Findings – Financial Statement Audit (Continued) 

 
Finding 2022-001 Improve Internal Controls Over Financial Reporting (Continued) 
 
Effect: 
 
Due to limited staffing levels faced by the City during the audit period ended June 30 2022, internal controls were 
either lacking, were not designed properly, and mitigating controls were not sufficient to effectively identify 
misstatements due from error. 
 
In addition, the City did not have in place during our audit period a systematic method for ensuring that timely and 
complete year end closing procedures were in operation before presenting the trial balance to auditors, resulting in 
a number of journal entries made to correct or to reclassify balances in financial statements that should normally be 
captured through the closing process.  Those adjustments have been reported and posted by the City. 
 
The City also does not have standard year-end closing procedures which could reduce the risk that there are 
accounting errors recorded and go undetected in the City’s general ledger.   
 
Repeat Finding: 
 
Yes. See finding 2021-001. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
We recommend that the City put in place procedures in order to reduce the amount of journal entries needed and 
errors found after the closing process and reduce the risk of errors in the preparation of the City’s Annual 
Comprehensive Financial Report. The City should contemplate if there are sufficient resources available to prepare 
a complete set of financial statements and to provide a secondary management review process in order to detect 
errors prior to delivery for the audit. Additional personnel should be considered to enhance the City’s internal 
control over the financial reporting and within each transaction cycle to ensure transactions are thoroughly 
evaluated, reviewed and recorded in order to facilitate the accurate and complete year-end closing of the general 
ledger. We suggest management establish effective review policies and procedures, including, but not limited to, 
the following functions: review the adequacy of financial statement disclosures by completing a disclosure 
checklist; apply analytical procedures to the draft financial statements; and perform other procedures considered 
necessary by management. 
 
View of Responsible Official: 
 
The City will create a department wide annual calendar of activities that outlines all finance related annual tasks 
with specific deadlines.  This calendar will include the planning and execution of year end audit activities, financial 
reporting, annual external reporting submission, among others.  Additionally, the City will continue to work with 
an outside subject matter expert in order to establish and improve finance department related activities, including 
but not limited to the establishment and staff training of bank reconciliation procedures.  The Finance Department 
will be requesting an additional position for a Sr. Staff Accountant to assist the reconciliation of the general ledger 
and all other accounts, in addition to assisting with the annual audit and all other activities of the annual calendar.    
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Section II – Financial Statement Findings (Continued) 
 
B. Prior Year Findings and Questioned Costs – Financial Statement Findings 

 
Finding 2021-001 Improve Internal Controls Over Financial Reporting 
 
Criteria: 
 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation, as well as the accuracy of its financial 
statements, including disclosures in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States 
of America; this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation 
and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
As part of satisfying that responsibility, staff should possess that skills, knowledge, and experience necessary to 
complete year-end close and diligently employ that knowledge, skill, and experience to produce reliable and 
accurate financial information. 
 
Generally accepted auditing standards defined internal control as a process – affected by the Members of City 
Council, management, and other personnel – designed to provide reasonable assurance regarding the achievement 
of objectives in the following categories: 

 
 Reliability of financial reporting 
 Effectiveness and efficiency of operations, and 
 Compliance with applicable laws and regulations. 

 
The Committee of Sponsoring Organizations of the Treadway Commission (“COSO”) established the following 
framework that stress the need for policies and procedures to promote effective internal control for an entity: 
 
Control Environment – Establish structures, reporting lines, authorities and responsibilities 
Risk Assessment – Select and develop control activities that mitigate risks 
Control Activities – Deploy control activities through policies and procedures  
Information and Communication – Communicate internal control information internally  
Monitoring – Evaluations are used to determine if controls are present and functioning 
 
An overall purpose of internal control over financial reporting is to foster the preparation of reliable financial 
statements and that reliable financial statements must be materially accurate. 
 
Condition: 
 
During the audit, we found the following conditions that resulted in financially significant audit adjustments to the 
financial statements: 
 
Accuracy in External Financial Reporting 
 

The year-end closing process was not thorough and did not ensure that account balances were reconciled and 
accurate in advance of the audit requiring a significant number of adjusting journal entries to correct the final 
financial statements. It appears these errors were primarily caused by the trial balance being prepared from data 
that was not always complete, contained errors and appropriate year-end reconciliations had not been performed. 
Some of the more significant entries identified and posted follow: 

 

 Adjustment to record capital leases for public safety vehicles was needed (Approximately $109 thousand). 
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Section II – Financial Statement Findings (Continued) 
 
B. Prior Year Findings and Questioned Costs – Financial Statement Findings (Continued) 

 
Finding 2021-001 Improve Internal Controls Over Financial Reporting (Continued) 
 
Condition (Continued): 
 
Accuracy in External Financial Reporting (Continued) 

 
 Adjustment to correct cash for incorrect recording of returned check (Approximately $460 thousand). 
 Adjustment to correct AP and cash that was recorded incorrectly (Approximately $228 thousand). 
 Adjustment to record property tax receivable (Approximately $50 thousand). 

 
Bank Reconciliation 
 
The City’s monthly bank reconciliation process was not properly completed during the period of the audit. During 
our review of the bank reconciliation process at interim field work in June 2021, we found that the City had still 
not reconciled the bank accounts for December 2020. The bank reconciliations are not being performed in a timely 
manner. In addition, there were unreconciled difference in the amount of approximately $124,354 that could not be 
identified as of June 30, 2021.  

 
Municipal Property Corporation Golf Course Operations 
 
The golf course operations were transferred from the City to a legally separate Municipal Property Corporation 
(MPC) in a prior fiscal year. The MPC is reported as a blended component unit within the City’s financial 
statements. The year-end closing process for the MPC was not thorough and did not ensure that account balances 
were reconciled and accurate in advance of the audit requiring journal entries to reconcile the MPC’s general ledger 
to the City’s general ledger. Journal entries were proposed and subsequently approved by management to report the 
MPC operations in the City’s basic financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles 
and to correct errors in the general ledger. 
  
Context: 
 
Various financial statement accounts were not accurate and were either under or overstated by a financially 
significant amount after the audit began and the books were closed requiring management to provide a significant 
number of adjusting entries to correct the final financial statements. Misstatements in financial statements can rise 
to a material amount when aggregated and / or when they can reasonably be expected to influence the decisions 
taken based on those financial statements and exceed a tolerable level. 
  
Reconciliations and adjustments to year end balances that either are not recorded or are posted after the preparation 
of fiscal year end reports decreases the reliability and usefulness of the reports. In addition, not following formal 
policies and procedures regarding internal control over individual transaction cycles could lead to inconsistency in 
processing transactions and also increase the risk that errors will not be detected and corrected in a timely manner. 
 
Effect: 
 
Due to limited staffing levels faced by the City during the audit period ended June 30 2021, internal controls were 
either lacking, were not designed properly, and mitigating controls were not sufficient to effectively identify 
misstatements due from error. 
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Section II – Financial Statement Findings (Continued) 
 
B. Prior Year Findings and Questioned Costs – Financial Statement Findings (Continued) 
 

Finding 2021-001 Improve Internal Controls Over Financial Reporting (Continued) 
 
Effect (Continued): 
 
In addition, the City did not have in place during our audit period a systematic method for ensuring that timely and 
complete year end closing procedures were in operation before presenting the trial balance to auditors, resulting in 
a number of journal entries made to correct or to reclassify balances in financial statements that should normally be 
captured through the closing process.  Those adjustments have been reported and posted by the City. 
 
The City also does not have standard year-end closing procedures which could reduce the risk that there are 
accounting errors recorded and go undetected in the City’s general ledger.   
 
Recommendation: 
 
We recommend that the City put in place procedures in order to reduce the amount of journal entries needed and 
errors found after the closing process and reduce the risk of errors in the preparation of the City’s Annual 
Comprehensive Financial Report. The City should contemplate if there are sufficient resources available to prepare 
a complete set of financial statements and to provide a secondary management review process in order to detect 
errors prior to delivery for the audit. Additional personnel should be considered to enhance the City’s internal 
control over the financial reporting and within each transaction cycle to ensure transactions are thoroughly 
evaluated, reviewed and recorded in order to facilitate the accurate and complete year-end closing of the general 
ledger. We suggest management establish effective review policies and procedures, including, but not limited to, 
the following functions: review the adequacy of financial statement disclosures by completing a disclosure 
checklist; apply analytical procedures to the draft financial statements; and perform other procedures considered 
necessary by management. 
 
View of Responsible Official: 
 
The City hired a part time Senior Accountant in early 2022 that has been solely tasked to investigate variances in 
the bank reconciliation process, propose corrections and efficiencies in the current bank reconciliation process, train 
staff and propose adjustments to correct any errors prior to next fiscal year end. The City will speak to the MPC to 
discuss their need to review their financials with a Certified Public Accountant to ensure they are reported correctly.  
The City is also considering outsourcing the management of the golf course to assist the MPC that includes 
outsourcing its financials. The Finance department recognizes they are understaffed and requires additional 
personnel to assist with reconciliation of General ledger and other accounts, construction in progress, capital assets, 
and other normal operational duties. They have now reclassified the Finance Manager position to Finance Director 
in efforts to attract more qualified applicants and have also requested another full-time position in the FY 2023 
budget to assist with these tasks.  The City is also contracting to optimize financial processes and reconciliations 
by utilizing Power BI tools through an expert in the field that is reviewing existing processes and recommending 
more efficient and accurate solutions. 
 
Status:  
 
Finding has not been resolved. See repeat finding at 2022-001. 
 



City of Douglas 
Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs (Continued) 

For the Year Ended June 30, 2022 
 

 

16  

Section III – Federal Awards Finding and Questioned Costs 
 
A. Current Year Findings and Questioned Costs – Major Federal Award Program Audit 

 
No findings or questioned costs were noted on the City’s major federal programs for the year ended June 30, 2022. 
 
 

B. Prior Year Findings and Questioned Costs – Major Federal Award Program Audit 
 
No findings or questioned costs were noted on the City’s major federal programs for the year ended June 30, 2021. 
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