City of Dillingham, AK

§ 4.15.125. Appeals to board of equalization.
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A person whose name appears on the assessment roll or his agent or assigns may
appeal to the board of equalization for relief from an alleged error in valuation.

No appeal may be taken unless the applicant files with the city clerk written notice
of appeal specifying grounds for such appeal within thirty days from the date the
assessment notice was mailed.

The city clerk shall acknowledge the written appeal by sending the appellant a
notice indicating the time and location of the board's organizational meeting, and
shall refer all appeals to the assessor, including transmitting to the assessor any
documents submitted by the appellant.

Prior to the hearing, the appellant taxpayer may present relevant information
directly to the assessor, who may revise the original assessment if the information
indicates that the original assessment was unequal, excessive, improper or under
valued. If the assessor and the appellant taxpayer agree upon a revised assessment
value prior to the hearing, the assessor will prepare a summary memorandum to the
board of equalization describing the original assessment, the taxpayer's proposed
valuation, and the revised assessment.

As soon as practicable after the deadline for filing appeals expires, the board shall
convene an organizational meeting to determine the number of outstanding appeals
and schedule hearings. No more appeals shall be accepted except as provided in
subsection G of this section.

Hearings for all outstanding appeals shall be held prior to May 15th of the tax year
for which the assessment is appealed, unless the board determines at its
organizational meeting that additional time is necessary to conduct all the hearings.
All hearings and assessments must be complete before the council considers the
resolution required by Section 4.15.020(B).

A property owner who seeks to appeal the assessor's valuation after the thirty-day
filing period has closed may request a finding that the property owner was unable
to comply with the requirement to timely file an appeal by filing a written request
with the city clerk within fourteen days after the inability to comply ceased or
within fourteen days after the taxpayer should have become aware of the reason for
filing the appeal, whichever is earlier. The written request must include information
sufficient to determine whether the request has been submitted within the time
stated in this section.

1. Each letter shall be considered in a scheduled hearing by not less than three
members of the board of equalization, although the entire board may convene
if available and convenient. The city clerk shall provide notice to the public
and the property owner no less than five days prior to the hearing. The panel
shall only consider reasons the appellant was unable to comply within the
thirty-day period and shall not consider evidence regarding property valuation.
The panel's determination shall be based on the letter and supporting
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documents. A taxpayer may not make an oral presentation at this hearing.

The panel shall interpret the term "unable to comply" to mean that a property
owner has demonstrated compelling reasons or circumstances that were
beyond the property owner's control and which would prevent a reasonable
person under the circumstances from filing a timely appeal.

If the request is denied, the city clerk shall notify the property owner of the
panel's decision. If the request is granted, the property owner shall have thirty
days from the date the city clerk so notifies the property owner to file an appeal
and submit all evidence required by Sections 4.15.130(G) and (J). A hearing
shall be scheduled to occur within thirty days from the deadline identified in
the previous sentence, and a decision rendered at the conclusion of the hearing
or as soon as practicable thereafter.

A request for a finding of inability to comply is limited to an appeal of the
notice of assessment for the current assessment year.

(Ord. 14-05 § 4, 2014; Ord. 13-02 § 4 (part), 2013; Ord. 25-04, 1/8/2026)
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