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water quality; and, 
WHEREAS, CODH proposes that the Project’s restoration component will improve the 

stormwater drainage and water quality, reduce erosion and increase public access; and, 
WHEREAS, the MDMR requests CODH maintain on file all documentation related to 

the receipt, investment and expenditure of the funds provided for the Project, and furnish any 
such documentation to the MDMR upon request; and, 

WHEREAS, CODH agrees to expend the funds in accordance with the purposes as 
outlined in GOMESA; and, 

WHEREAS, CODH agrees to provide quarterly and final reports to MDMR that 
summarize the expenditure of the funds reimbursed by MDMR and the status of the Project until 
such time as the final expenditure of these funds has been made; and, 

WHEREAS, MDMR finds, consistent with GOMESA, that it is in the best interest of the 
State of Mississippi that funds made available from GOMESA should be allocated to CODH, on 
a reimbursement basis, for the Project. 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED BY THE MISSISSIPPI 
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES AND THE CITY OF DIAMONDHEAD, 
AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Each and all of the facts and findings set forth in the preamble clauses of this 
memorandum are hereby found and determined to be true and accurate and are incorporated herein 
by this reference thereto as though set forth again in words and figures. 

SECTION 2. This MOU shall be effective upon execution by both parties and shall remain 
in effect for a term of three years (36 months) with one optional one-year (12 months) renewal, for 
a total of four (4) years, unless terminated earlier. The term may be extended prior to expiration 
upon the written agreement of both parties. 

SECTION 3. MDMR, pursuant to GOMESA, shall provide funds received from 
Mississippi’s allocation of GOMESA funding in an amount up to Four Hundred Ninety-Five 
Thousand Dollars and No/100 ($495,000.00) to CODH, on a reimbursement basis, for the 
purpose of providing funds to accomplish the Project as described herein.  

SECTION 4. CODH shall request payment of funds hereunder for Project costs on a 
reimbursement basis (such requests, “Reimbursement Requests”), unless otherwise directed by 
MDMR. CODH shall submit written Reimbursement Requests no more frequently than monthly 
and no less frequently than quarterly. Each Reimbursement Request must be accompanied by 
detailed supporting documentation of costs incurred as required by MDMR. All Reimbursement 
Requests for time periods ending June 30 of any year during the term of this MOU shall be 
submitted no later than July 31 of that same year.  MDMR will pay all properly documented 
Reimbursement Requests within forty-five (45) days after MDMR’s receipt of same, except for 
any amounts disputed by MDMR in good faith.  Reimbursement Requests shall be sent to Russell 
Weatherly, Project Manager – Office of Tidelands/GOMESA, Mississippi Department of Marine 
Resources, 1141 Bayview Avenue, Biloxi, MS 39530, russell.weatherly@dmr.ms.gov.  
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SECTION 5. CODH agrees to use all funds received from MDMR as allocated from 
GOMESA funding solely for the purposes set forth herein and authorized by GOMESA and upon 
the terms and provisions of this MOU; and further, by execution of this MOU, CODH does hereby 
certify that all GOMESA funds it receives from the MDMR shall be used exclusively for the 
Project. CODH understands that failure on its part to adhere to any provision within this MOU 
may result in termination of this MOU by the MDMR and in immediate action by the State to 
recover any improperly expended funds. 

SECTION 6. CODH agrees to comply with the provisions of CFR 2 §200.501, which 
states that a non-Federal entity that expends Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars and No/100 
($750,000.00) or more during the non-Federal entity's fiscal year in Federal awards must have a 
single or program-specific audit conducted for that year. 

SECTION 7. CODH agrees to maintain on file all documentation in accordance with the 
recitals of this MOU and to submit such documentation to MDMR upon request. 

SECTION 8. CODH agrees to provide MDMR quarterly reports summarizing expenditure 
of GOMESA funds received from MDMR for the Project and the status of the Project until such 
time as the final expenditure or final investment of the funds has been made. The first quarterly 
report shall be provided within ninety (90) days of the effective date of this MOU, and thereafter 
within thirty (30) days of each calendar quarter end. CODH shall also provide MDMR with a final 
report summarizing the expenditures and use of the funds upon completion of the Project and final 
expenditure. Failure to timely submit reports may result in delay of payment of Reimbursement 
Requests. Reports shall be sent to Russell Weatherly, Project Manager – Office of 
Tidelands/GOMESA, Mississippi Department of Marine Resources, 1141 Bayview Avenue, 
Biloxi, MS 39530, russell.weatherly@dmr.ms.gov.  

SECTION 9.  CODH agrees to maintain copies of all invoices and documentation related 
to the funds allocated by MDMR for the Project sufficient to satisfy and confirm, to MDMR's 
satisfaction, that such funds have been expended solely for the purposes provided in GOMESA. 

SECTION 10.  CODH shall comply with and all activities under this MOU shall be subject 
to all applicable Federal, State, and local laws and regulations, as now existing and as may be 
amended or modified. 

SECTION 11.  CODH shall comply with the requirements of Senate Bill 2824 of the 2021 
Mississippi Legislature Regular Session. CODH shall provide to the MDMR, on or before 
December 31st of each year, a written description and an itemized report detailing the expenditure 
of GOMESA funds, or the intended expenditure of the funds that have not been spent. 
Additionally, CODH shall provide to the MDMR a final written itemized report when all the 
GOMESA funds are spent. MDMR will provide these reports to the Lieutenant Governor, Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee, Chairman of 
the House Appropriations Committee, and the Governor. 

SECTION 12.  CODH understands and acknowledges that if the Mississippi State 
Legislature fails to pass an appropriation bill for the MDMR and the prior year’s appropriation bill 
expires, or if the Legislature fails to give MDMR the authority to expend funds, or if funds are 
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otherwise unavailable, then the MDMR may, in its sole discretion, terminate this agreement or 
issue a Stop Work Order to CODH in lieu of termination. If a Stop Work Order is issued, CODH 
agrees to adhere to its terms. 

SECTION 13.  This MOU shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws 
of the State of Mississippi, excluding its conflict of laws provisions, and any litigation with respect 
thereto shall be brought in the state courts of Harrison County, Mississippi. 

SECTION 14.  Attached hereto as Attachment A and incorporated herein by reference is 
the document supporting the request for GOMESA funding submitted by CODH. This document 
outlines the scope of work to be completed for the Project. Any change in the scope of work is 
subject to approval by the MDMR in writing and may require an amendment to this MOU and 
written approval of the GOMESA Committee and others.  

SECTION 15.  Attached hereto as Attachment B and incorporated herein by reference is 
the budget for the Project submitted by CODH. 

SECTION 16.  Attached hereto as Attachment C and incorporated herein by reference is 
the Project Selection Form approved and executed by the GOMESA Committee. In the event of a 
discrepancy between Attachment A and Attachment C, Attachment C will govern. 

SECTION 17.  All notices or information required or permitted to be given pursuant to 
this MOU shall be in writing and personally delivered or sent by Certified United States mail, 
postage prepaid, return receipt requested, to the party to whom the notice should be given at the 
address set forth below. Notice shall be deemed given when actually received or when refused. 
The parties agree to promptly notify each other in writing of any change of address. 

 
For CODH: 

City of Diamondhead 
Attention: Michael Reso, City Manager   

5000 Diamondhead Circle 
Diamondhead, Mississippi 39525 

mreso@diamondhead.ms.gov   
 

For MDMR: 
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources 
Attention: Joe Spraggins, Executive Director 

1141 Bayview Ave. 
Biloxi, Mississippi 39530 

Email: crystal.matta@dmr.ms.gov  
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have affixed their signatures on the dates indicated 
below. 

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES 

 
By:  ________________________________________________________________  
        Joe Spraggins, Executive Director 
 
Date:  ____________________ 
    
CITY OF DIAMONDHEAD 

 
By:  ____________________________________________________________________  
        Michael Reso, City Manager  
 
Date:  _____________________ 
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April 27, 2020 

Mississippi Department of Marine Resources 
Attn: Gen. Joseph Spraggins, Executive Director 
1141 Bayview Ave. 
Biloxi, MS 39530 

Dear Gen. Spraggins, 

5000 Diamondhead Circle • Diamondhead, MS 39525-3260 
Phone: 228.222.4626 Fax: 228.222.4390 

www.cliamondhead.ms.gov 

Per your request, I am writing to submit a project for your consideration that may be funded by 
GOMESA. The City of Diamond head has identified a project that will help stop marsh erosion while 
improving the ecosystem in the Bay of St. Louis. This area is located on the southern marsh of our city 
and northern part of the Bay. A large part of the city drains directly into the Bay of St. Louis, Rotten 
Bayou and the Jourdan River impacting the water quality in this area of Coastal Mississippi. 

The city engaged Seymour Engineering to create a plan for improving water quality as part of a larger 
watershed-based approach to stormwater management. Part of their review included (1) the hardening 
of the bottom of Bay of Saint Louis with an oyster ridge or bar and rangia clams beds; (2) reintroducing 
sea grasses among the clams compatible with tidal hydrology and salinity; and (3) monitoring both 
conservation and restoration of coastal marshlands in Diamondhead. The project restores the shoreline, 
restores water quality and enables monitoring for both conservation and restoration progress. 

In order to further improve the water quality in this area, another part of this project is the restoration 
of an existing stormwater retention pond located just north of 1-10. This is a major drainage discharge 
area, which leads directly into the northern portion of the Bay of St. Louis. Pickering Engineering studied 
this drainage area and made recommendations for improvements. For this project, the City would focus 
on restoring the existing retention pond to its original state. After dredging the pond and adding 
sediment traps to the area, this area could be improved to allow for periodic maintenance, public access 
for fishing and other recreation activities for residents to enjoy. This project improves the stormwater 
drainage and water quality, reduces erosion and increases public access. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 228-222-4626 or Mayor Schafer at 228-493-3363. We 
look forward to discussing this project with you and your team. 

Sincerely, 

Michael J

;

;rReso 

;#I/Jd 
/6tvifrr�er 

Attachment A
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Figure 3.2.3·1 ·� Lanai Village Juilctlo·n Box; upstream channel entrance 

Also diSCU$S(!q in. Section. 3.i,1 .. i ·,Sµb-�;;isl� 1{\th·� inundation qf,th� qverbanks In the 
first 750 feet .of channel: 11psh-e�·m of fvl,liler ,Pond W�t;ob�erved In comp�tet 
$1n'lulatlons In the 10 year and greater ,storm events, This lnun�atlon could extend 

. ontQ private, prope:r:ty, hol!Veve,t, d���·:npt appear to,threa�en any phy$J.cal sttuctures, 
The cintlclpated· WSE for this area cpµld � lowere�. _on l!Vera�e 611 or more for each 
storm .eyer'l� hy Wlderilng this portion of ch.an.nel 4 addlt.lonal feet. . However, 
el(acerbat�d by the dlff1cu�y 1.n ���ess; t�e c9il to P�rforin th.ls modlfli:a�lon. may not 
be WQrth the benefit �escrlbe�. The City of Dlai'm:>ndhead should continue to monltor 
pt;!rformance of this portion of the system, engage resld.e:nt Input, and Improve any 
deflcientl�s (')b�erved; . · · · · · · · · · · · · 

3.a.4 · .. St1mJtiary of Results_: Pi'op�sed Irilpi'OVlHJlents;;, MUiet�Oli� ..•

. ·. Asdi�cU�$ed: M,llJ�r:Poh� app¢a'rs t.i provld�.·nqtabl�,d�te�·ti<>n ih StQrm ev�rlt$, Without 
. orlgil'.lal. (leslgn.p(ans and documents, It is dlfficuh tc:i detetmin� -if the pond ts performing to its 
· o(lginal intent •. ' 1t was n6ted that the expected flow fat� ��.s.sh'lg �hro(!gh ·the.discharge culvert
appeitrs to be less ,than·· wha_t wo!,llq �ave �e.n. e�p���jr) �-- pt�-de\iel¢ped scenario (I.e.
assuming wood¢d condlt,iol)s throyghQ4t :th� �r:itir'e. Mlll!!i.r :PMf Pr�ln�ge �asln.) Further,
·while hear the 'adJiticen.t Miller Faniliy home in the hJavleit rafri events, the pond does not
currently appear �o be an immediate flooding threat to any structures through typical riverine 
flooding up to the 100 year storrn recurrence event.. Accordingly, no Improvements to this
pond would be recommended on a purely hydr:aulic-performance basis. 

However, this pond Is In tremendous need of maintenance, A general rule of thumb suggests
a minimum depth of 61 {beiow norm11I pool) for water retention will assist in minimizing 
aquatic vege.tation's ablllty to grow and overtake a Pond tis well as to sustain a he"lthy and
diverse ecosystem. Assuming this pond was originally designed with a depth of 6' (I.e. bottom 
elevation close to 1' MSL},. the pond. has seen an approximate 95% loss In Its below normal 
pool storage, While not contributing to the pond's performance as a detention facillty, this
"wet" storage Is paramount to a pond's perfo'rmance as a water quality pond. Loss In wet 
storage wllf allow more sediment, more debris, more harmful pollutants, etc. to bypass the
pond and discharge these pollutc1nts directly to the Bay St. Louis. Loss of storage will continue 
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to snowball at an Increasing rate with wet storage loss already nearly complete, More plants 
wlll continµe to take root and capture additional water-borne sediment completing the loss of 
-available wetstor11ge and ultimately loss of l!Vailable dry storage (I.e. areas that do serve a
detention functloh). As wet storage Is depletec;I the potential for clogging of the interstate box
culvert l:s Increased.· As dry storage Is depleted or as the box culvert is clogged the potential
for flooding of ad)acen.t private properties wlll be increased.

To combat the negative effects In the paragraph ,above, maintenance dredging and vegetation
removal should be performed as so.on as possible. Dreqgln� operations should occur within
the footprint shown in the 1997 aerial. A minimum depth of 6' below normal pool should be
established; however, additlQnal depth sho1,1fd be considered to allow for additional storage of
water-borne sediment an<;I pollutants that enter this pond. A regular maintenance schedule
should be Instituted for this poi,� to. avdid the severe degradation that exists at the time of
this report.

The channel entering the west end of Miller Pond from Sub-Basin 'A' needs a straighter path
Into Miller Pond, The west ban� of this thann·e1 should have a smooth radial connection with
the south bank of Miller Pond. This Will add �pptd)(lniately 4,obo sf cif pond surface area and
remove about sso cy of existing material. The bottom of the pooling area should be regraded
to remove the erosion caused by the Eixfstlng turn ahd to re,establish necessary cover over the
ei<lstlng sewer utility. More Investigation would be needed to determine If repairs or design
modiflca,1ons (I.e. casing the sewer pfpe, rerouting the sewer pl�e, etc,) would be necessary.
This recommend�d regrading is shown gr<!phlcaUy l_n Figure 3.2.4-1 below:

Figure ;3.2.4-1-Pond Top of Bank Regrading 

Note, The City of Dlamondhead should follow all applicable design and permitting authorities 
for any work performed In wetiands or other Waters of the United States as defined by the 
United States Army corps of Engineers. 

As an aside to the engineering function of this wet deJention facility, please note the City of 
Dlamondhead could work with the current landowners to possibly assume full control of this 
pond. Considerations for Improvements to the area could be made to convert this Into a park 
area and provide an additional amenity for City resld�nts, Benches, trash cans1 pavilions, 
parking, a dock, a playground, etc. could be considered. 
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GOMESA APPLICATION 

City of Diamond head 

Retention Pond Improvements 
Long Reach Excavator and Hauling 
Marsh Buggy Excavator with Hauling 

BUDGET 

Materials & Labor for Site Improvements (parking, fishing, bird walk) 
Total Retention Pond Improvements 

Living Shoreline Protection and Marsh Restoration 
Materials 
Grasses and Clams 
Contractor/Professional Services 

Total Living Shoreline Protection and Marsh Restoration 

Other Expenses 
Engineer/Consultant/Professional Services 
Permitting 
Mobilization 
Signage & Other 

Total Other Expenses 

TOTAL BUDGET 

$ 50,000 

$ 50,000 

$ 25,000 

$125,000 

$100,000 

$100,000 

$100,000 

$300,000 

$ 30,000 

$ 25,000 

$ 10,000 

$ 5,000 

$ 70,000 

$495,000 

Attachment B
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