










132A-2-03-026.003

Parcel Number: 132A-2-03-026.003
Owner Name: TARA CORP
Owner Address: 758 AUGUSTA WAY
Owner City, State ZIP: DIAMONDHEAD, MS 39525
Physical Address: 0 NOMA DR
Improvement Type:
Year Built: 0
Base Area: 0
Adjusted Area: 0
Actual Total Value: 244200
Taxable Total Value: 0
Estimated Tax: 4597.07
Homestead Exemption: No
Deed Book: 2024
Deed Page: 9016
Legal Description 1: PT NE 1/4 SEC 3-8S-14W
Legal Description 2:
Legal Description 3:
Legal Description 4:
Legal Description 5:
Legal Description 6:
Longitude: 0
Latitude: 0
Square Footage: 423572.15
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  5000 Diamondhead Circle · Diamondhead, MS  39525       
                    Phone: 228.222.4626 Fax: 228-222-4390   

                                                                                                                                                                    www.diamondhead.ms.gov   
 
 
 
 
                                             

 
STAFF    REPORT – 5310 NOMA DRIVE – REZONING 

 
TO: Planning & Zoning Commission 
 
FROM: Beau King, Building Official 
 
DATE: September 15, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: Rezoning before the Planning & Zoning Commission – 5310 Noma Drive 

 
NATURE OF REQUEST: Tara Corp, represented by Jim Grotkowski, and the City of Diamondhead, have 
jointly filed an application requesting a Map Amendment (Rezoning) to change the current zoning from R-6 
(Medium Density Dwelling District) to ADMU (Aloha District Mixed Use). The physical address is 5310 Noma 
Drive.  The tax parcel number is 132A-2-03-026.003. The Case File Number is 202600597. 
 
DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING: September 22, 2026, at 6:00 PM.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: To approve the rezoning as petitioned.  

The staff recommends approving the rezoning based on the following findings of fact. 
9.10.10 a) i. Whether or not there has been a change in the character of the neighborhood surrounding 
the subject property and a public need exists for additional lands bearing the requested zoning 
classification. There has been a change in the neighborhood with new roadways, infrastructure, and 
developments being constructed. The public need exists as is shown in the Comprehensive Plan. Please 
see attached application and exhibits for further explanation of recommendation. 
 
  
 
  



 

 

12. A public hearing was held on September 22, 2026, where residents were able to speak and 
present information to the Commissioners. 

13. For the property adjacent to the Diamondhead Water and Sewer Treatment Plant, the 
recommendation will be to change the zoning to Aloha Conventional Commercial; with the 
exception that there can be no long-term residential housing on those parcels. 

14. For property on Noma adjacent to The Oaks - specifically Lots 1-11, the recommendation 
would be to rezone to Aloha District Townhome.  

15. The properties adjacent to The Oaks subdivision and all of the properties along Noma Drive 
that are included in the three rezoning applications are all currently zoned for development. The 
City of Diamondhead does not own those properties. It would be up to those property owners to 
develop them. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner Lawson, Commissioner Parrish, Commissioner Raymond, Commissioner 
Sutherland, Commissioner White, Commissioner McKnight  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

5. Tara Corp, represented by Jim Grotkowski, and the City of Diamondhead, have jointly filed an 
application requesting a Map Amendment (Rezoning) to change the current zoning from R-6 
(Medium Density Dwelling District) to ADMU (Aloha District Mixed Use). The physical address is 
5310 Noma Drive.  The tax parcel number is 132A-2-03-026.003. The Case File Number is 
202600597. 

Tara Corp, represented by Jim Grotkowski, and the City of Diamondhead, have jointly filed an 
application requesting a Map Amendment (Rezoning) to change the current zoning from R-6 
(Medium Density Dwelling District) to ADMU (Aloha District Mixed Use). The physical address is 
5310 Noma Drive.  The tax parcel number is 132A-2-03-026.003. The Case File Number is 
202600597. 
 

Beau King, Building Official, explained the request. 

Laura Colavita spoke in opposition. 

City Attorney and Building Official answered questions from the Commission. 

Motion made by Commissioner White, Seconded by Commissioner Parrish to accept the findings 
and to approve the recommendation with the following additional stipulations or amendments to 
the City Council: 

These findings are based on the information contained in the Joint Application and from letters 
and objections received for The Oaks Property Owners Association, Diamondhead Water and 
Sewer District, and others. 

The Findings support the recommendation to approve the rezoning application pursuant to Zoning 
Ordinance Article 9.10.10 a)i: that there has been a change in the character of the neighborhood 
surrounding the properties and a public need exists for additional lands bearing the zoning 
classifications proposed in the Joint Application.  

The Findings are: 
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1. Beginning in 2020, the City of Diamondhead engaged Orion Planning to update its 
Comprehensive Plan; survey residents on the future development and need of the city; hold 
charrettes and public hearings on their recommendations for a new town center and commercial 
district; and make recommendations on updating our Zoning Ordinance. 

2. In 2021, the City of Diamondhead approved its new Comprehensive Plan which provided the 
following: a. A new future use map was created, b. New Zoning Districts were established creating 
form-based mixed-use districts, c. New design standards for commercial development and 
setbacks for development adjoining residential districts were established. 

3. Thereafter, the Council updated its Tree Ordinance; established a full-time position for Code 
Enforcement to enforce ordinances such as the Stormwater Ordinance; and set up an Architectural 
Review process for all new commercial development in the city. 

4. The Council then completely revised the Zoning Ordinance to formally create the new Aloha 
Districts. 

5. The Council, just this year, amended the Zoning Ordinance to allow property owners in the C-1 
District to elect to convert their properties to one of the newly approved Aloha Districts. This 
amendment further encourages the Town Center vision and form-based development in the 
existing commercial district, but that area is limited and property near and adjacent to the 
commercial district is now ripe for development in that same manner.  

6. With the assistance of our state and federal representatives, the City has been granted millions 
of dollars to develop its commercial district. 

7. Those funds have been used to extend Park Ten Drive and connect it to Leisure Time Drive; plan 
for updating East and West Aloha (those projects will be continuing in the next fiscal year); and 
building a better connection to Park Ten Drive from Gex Drive. These projects have and will 
include the construction of new roadways, street lights, sidewalks, and water/sewer 
infrastructure. 

8. On Noma Drive, the City has now acquired the football fields and is seeking funding and 
donations for improvements; we have our new boat ramp and boardwalk nearing completion; and 
over 3 million dollars for the construction of the Rotten Bayou Nature Trail. In addition, an 
RV/Boat Storage business has opened and other businesses have expressed interest in developing 
on Noma Drive. 

9. The City's 2021 Comprehensive Plan recognized the large percentage of tax revenue that is lost 
in the city as residents must go to the "back of Diamondhead" or to neighboring cities for goods 
and services. Therefore, a great need exists for new commercial development. 

10. The Diamondhead Water and Sewer District relocated its sewer treatment plant adjacent to a 
residentially zoned area. They have concerns about residents living adjacent to the plant. 

11. The City has new buffer rules, a stronger Stormwater Ordinance, setback requirements, the 
revised Tree Ordinance, drainage and subdivision rules, which will place more rules on 
development than previously in place prior to the establishment of Diamondhead as a City. The 
City is well positioned, and the residents are well positioned, to have a greater say in development 
that ever before. 
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12. A public hearing was held on September 22, 2026, where residents were able to speak and 
present information to the Commissioners. 
 

13. The properties adjacent to The Oaks subdivision and all of the properties along Noma Drive 
that are included in the three rezoning applications are all currently zoned for development. The 
City of Diamondhead does not own those properties. It would be up to those property owners to 
develop them. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner Lawson, Commissioner Parrish, Commissioner Raymond, Commissioner 
Sutherland, Commissioner White, Commissioner McKnight  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

6. Purcell Corp, Represented by Carl Joffe and the City of Diamondhead, have jointly filed an 
application requesting a Map Amendment (Rezoning) to change the current zoning from R-6 
(Medium Density Dwelling District) to C-1 (General Commercial). The property location is generally 
described as Purcell properties located north of Noma Drive.  The tax parcel number are 132G-0-
03-001.000, 132G-2-03-001.000.The Case File Number is 202600723. 

Purcell Corp, Represented by Carl Joffe and the City of Diamondhead, have jointly filed an 
application requesting a Map Amendment (Rezoning) to change the current zoning from R-6 
(Medium Density Dwelling District) to C-1 (General Commercial). The property location is generally 
described as Purcell properties located north of Noma Drive.  The tax parcel number are 132G-0-
03-001.000, 132G-2-03-001.000.The Case File Number is 202600723. 
 

Beau King, Building Official, explained the request. 

City Attorney and Building Official answered questions from the Commission. 

Motion made by Commissioner McKnight, Seconded by Commissioner Lawson to accept the 
findings and to approve the recommendation with the following additional stipulations or 
amendments to the City Council: 

These findings are based on the information contained in the Joint Application and from letters 
and objections received for The Oaks Property Owners Association, Diamondhead Water and 
Sewer District, and others. 

The Findings support the recommendation to approve the rezoning application pursuant to Zoning 
Ordinance Article 9.10.10 a)i: that there has been a change in the character of the neighborhood 
surrounding the properties and a public need exists for additional lands bearing the zoning 
classifications proposed in the Joint Application.  

The Findings are: 

1. Beginning in 2020, the City of Diamondhead engaged Orion Planning to update its 
Comprehensive Plan; survey residents on the future development and need of the city; hold 
charrettes and public hearings on their recommendations for a new town center and commercial 
district; and make recommendations on updating our Zoning Ordinance. 

2. In 2021, the City of Diamondhead approved its new Comprehensive Plan which provided the 
following: a. A new future use map was created, b. New Zoning Districts were established creating 
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