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15.10.010 Purpose And ntentAsRetates ToGuiding Principles For Residential, Commercial
And Public Area Lighting

A. The purposes of DCC 15.10 is-are to encourage the utilization of responsible lighting
practices to provide safely lit areas for residents and visitors and to protect citizen health
and safety and quality of life through the use of illumination that is energy efficient, prevents

light pollution from light trespass, minimizes impact on wildlife and natural vistas, and




B. The following guiding principles have been developed by DarkSky International and the
[luminating Engineering Society. Guiding principles are notintended to be mandatory
approval criteria.

1. Useful: Use light only if itis needed. All light should have a clear purpose. Consider
how the use of light will impact the area, including wildlife and their habitats.

2. Targeted: Direct light so it falls only where it is needed. Use shielding and careful
aiming to target the direction of the light beam so that it points downward and does
not spill beyond where it is needed.

3. Low level: Light should be no brighter than necessary. Use the lowest light level
required. Be mindful of surface conditions, as some surfaces may reflect more light
into the night sky than intended.

4. Controlled: Use light only when it is needed. Use controls such as timers or motion
detectors to ensure that light is available when it is needed, dimmed when possible,
and turned off when not needed.

5. Warm-colored: Use warmer color lights when possible. Limit the amount of shorter
wavelength (blue-violet) light to the least amount needed.

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 94-024 §1 on 8/31/1994
Amended by Ord. 2025-xxx §x on x/x/2025

15.10.020 Purpose And Intent As Relates To Street Lighting

The purpose of DCC 15.10, as it relates to street lighting, is to affirm that the safety of citizens of

Deschutes County, Oregon have-atighttothesafetyofdepends in part on well-lighted streets and
highways, and to recognize that such illumination by nature cannot be confined to the property

from which it is generated. Thus, certain high-wattage-anttow wattage-applications for the propose
purpose of kighway-street safety as-definecetow-are allowed under theseprovisionsthis
ordinance.

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 94-024 §1 on 8/31/1994
Amended by Ord. 2025-xxx §x on x/x/2025

15.10.030 Conformance With Applicable Codes

All outdoor electrically powered illuminating devices shall be installed, used and maintained in
conformance with the provisions of this code, the building code, the electrical code, and the
applicable sign code of the jurisdiction in which a sign(s) is installed. No provision of this ordinance
are-is intended to pre-empt applicable state codes.

HISTORY
Adopted by Ord. 94-024 §1 on 8/31/1994




Amended by Ord. 2025-xxx §x on x/x/2025

15.10.656-040 Definitions

For purposes of applying and enforcing this ordinance, Wheneverappropriate-inapptyingthe
provistorrs of BEC-15-16,the following words and phrases are defined as setforthin BEC
+5-16-055-+16-follows:

“Downcast” means lighting that is installed such that light rays from an outdoor light fixture are
directed downward toward the ground and which includes a fixture shield parallel with the level

ground.

"Exempt light fixtures" means outdoor artificialilluminating devices which are exempted from this
ordinance by DCC 15.10.060.

“Farming practice” shall have the meaning set forth in ORS 30.930.

“Forest practice” shall have the meaning set forth in ORS 30.930.

"Fully shielded" means outdoor light fixtures that are shielded or constructed so that light rays
emitted by the fixture are projected below the horizontal plane. [image to be inserted]

"Installed" means the initial installation of outdoor light fixtures following the effective date of this
ordinance. Projects with approved construction plans prior to effective date of this ordinance are
excluded from compliance with the ordinance in the initial installation only.

“Light Trespass” means a condition in which light emitted by a light fixture illuminates any area
beyond the property lines of the property on which the fixture is installed. “Light Trespass” exists
when a person is able to see illumination from an off-site light fixture. Light trespass does not
include indirect reflection or scattering of light from mounting hardware or any other surfaces.

"Outdoor light fixtures" means outdoor artificial illuminating devices, outdoor fixtures, lamps and
other similar devices, permanently installed or portable.

“Searchlight” means a light fixture generating parallel rays that may be oriented in any particular
direction, often used to draw the attention to a place or event.




"Shielding" may be provided for a lighting fixture by the design of such fixture, or by an externally
applied device such as a shroud or hood of metal, wood or painted glass that does not allow
transmission of light.

“String lights” means electric lights on a wire, string, or cable used as decoration or for outdoor
lighting.

HISTORY

Adopted by Ord. 94-024 §1 on 8/31/1994
Amended by Ord. 95-063 §1 on 10/11/1995
Amended by Ord. 2016-014 §1 on 7/1/2016
Amended by Ord. 2025-xxx §x on x/x/2025







15.10.1426-050 Requirements For Installation Of Outdoor Lighting

A. Except as exempted by provisions of this ordinance, as-ofthe-dateofadoption;the

installation and use of outdoor lighting fixtures shall be subject to the provisions of this

ordinance.

B. Allnon-exempt outdoor lighting fixtures shall meet the following requirements:



Downcast. Lighting shall be downcast. Uplighting is prohibited.

Fully Shielded. Unless subject to an exemption, all light fixtures shall be fully shielded.

2.
3. Light Trespass. Unless subject to an exemption, light trespass is prohibited for outdoor
light fixtures.
HISTORY

Adopted by Ord. 94-024 §1 on 8/31/1994
Amended by Ord. 95-063 §1 on 10/11/1995
Amended by Ord. 2025-xxx §x on x/x/2025




15.10.176-060 Exemptions

Certain outdoor light fixtures are exempt from this ordinance, subject to the following standards:
A. Nonconformance.
1. Alletheroutdoor light fixtures lawfully installed prior to and operable on the

effective date of the requirements codified in this ordinance are exempt from all

such requirements except thoseregutatecHn BEC 1516 156(A), (Bjand{Cioras
follows:

a. Allreplacement of outdoor lighting fixtures, as of the date of adoption, shall
be subject to the provisions of this ordinance.

b. Until a date sixfive years after the date of adoption of this cedeordinance.;

B. Airport operations lighting and aircraft navigational beacons required by the Federal or State

atAviattonAdministration-are permanentty-exempt from
these provisions. All other airport outdoor lighting must conform te-the-iftertofwith this
ordinance.

B:C. tightsusedfor-Hholiday decorations for no more than 45 days cumulatively in a
calendar year are exempt from the requirements of this ordinance.



ED. CarntvatsandFairsSpecial events that require the use of temporary outdoor lighting
fixtures are exempt for up to 10 consecutive days. exceptthatPpermanent installations at
dedicated sites must conform to the requirements of this ordinance.

H-E. U.S. flags displayed by top mounted lighting on a 24-24-hours basis.

+F._Internally lighted advertising signs.

G. Bottom mounted fixtures on externally lighted advertising signs and billboards, in which
case such fixtures shall be shielded either by application of external device or
manufactured in such a way that upward and side directed light is confined to an area
within four inches of the outermost surface of the sign's top and sides. Shielding will be
constructed in such a manner that no reflective surface of the lighting fixture will extend
past the limit of the shielding in the vertical plane when viewed from directly above.

+H.Temporary exemptions to the provision(s) of DCC Title 15 for five days cumulatively in aper
calendar year.

il. Television or movie film productions are exempt except that permanent installations at
dedicated sites must conform to the requirements of this ordinance.

Farming practices and forest
practices. permanentPermanent installations atdedicated-sites-must conform to the
requirements of this ordinance.

K. Construction lighting necessary for an allowed use. areexemptexceptthatPpermanent
installations at dedicated sites must conform to the requirements of this ordinance.

L. Recreational Facilities. Outdoor light fixtures in association with a sports or recreational
facility, public or private, prior to eleven o'clock P.M.

M. String Lights, subject to the following standards:

1. String lights shall not be used to solely illuminate or decorate landscaping features,
walls, or fences.

2. Allinstallations of string lighting shall employ lamps that do not flash or flicker.

3. In association with non-residential uses, string lights may be installed in outdoor
dining and entertainment areas only and shall not be used to delineate or outline
the edges of a building or for any other purpose. String lighting must be completely
extinguished by the end of nhormal business hours.




4. In association with residential uses, string lighting may be used to delineate or
outline the edges of patios, porches, decks and similar structures. String lighting
must be completely extinguished by 11 P.M.

5. These limitations do not apply to string lights used as holiday lighting, which are
instead subject to holiday lighting standards.

N. Publicly Owned Lighting. Publicly owned lighting (including streetlights located in the public
right-of-way) shall be fully shielded but are not required to comply with light trespass
requirements.

O. Searchlights. The operation of searchlights for purposes other than public safety or
emergencies is prohibited.

HISTORY

Adopted by Ord. 94-024 §1 on 8/31/1994
Amended by Ord. 95-063 §1 on 10/11/1995
Amended by Ord. 99-022 §1 on 8/25/1999
Amended by Ord. 2025-xxx §x on x/x/2025

15.10.186-070 Violations And Penalties

For any person, firm or corporation to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve or
convert any lighting structure, or cause the same to be done, contrary to or in violation of any
provision of this ordinance shall constitute a code violation subject to DCC 18.144.050.

HISTORY

Adopted by Ord. 94-024 §1 on 8/31/1994
Amended by Ord. 95-063 §1 on 10/11/1995
Amended by Ord. 2003-021 §33 on 4/9/2003
Amended by Ord. 2025-xxx §x on x/x/2025

15.10.196-080 Violations Constitute Public Nuisance

Any outdoor lighting fixture erected, constructed, enlarged, altered, repaired, moved, improved, or
converted, contrary to the provisions of this ordinance shall constitute a public nuisance coede
viotatiorrsubject to DCC 18.144.040.

HISTORY

Adopted by Ord. 94-024 §1 on 8/31/1994
Amended by Ord. 95-063 §1 on 10/11/1995
Amended by Ord. 2025-xxx §x on x/x/2025




EAMPTYPE 25 36 35 40 56 66 +Ho-ORMORE
EOW-PRESSURE BRECTED BiRECTED BRECTED BIRECTED BRECTED BRECTED BIRECTED
UNSHELBED BRECTED-SHIELD
S6biuM SHEED SHEED SHEED SHEEED SHEED
HteH
BRECTED BRECTED BRECTED BRECTED BRECTED BRECTED
PRESSUYRE UNSHIEEDED | UNSHIEEDED BHRECTER-SHIEED
SHEED SHEED SHEED SHEED
SebtuM
BIRECTED BRECTED BIRECTED BiRECTED BiRECTED BIRECTED
METALHAHBE | UNSHIELDED | UNSHIELBED BRECTED-SHIELD
SHEED SHEED SHEED SHEED
BRECTED BIRECTED BiRECTED BRECTED BIRECTED
FUORESCENT | UNSHIELDED | UNSHIELDED | UNSHIEEBED BHRECTER-SHIEED
SHEED SHEEED SHEED
BRECTED BRECTED BRECTED
QUARTZ UNSHIELDED | UNSHIEEDED | UNSHIELDED | UNSHELBED | UNSHIELDED BHRECTER-SHIEED
SHEED
FONGSTEN BRECTED BRECTED BRECTED
UNSHIEEDED | UNSHIEEDED | UNSHIELDED | UNSHELBED | UNSHIELDED BHRECTER-SHIEED
HALOGEN SHEED
MERCURY BRECTED BRECTED BRECTED
UNSHELBED | UNSHIELDED | UNSHIELBED | UNSHIEEDED | UNSHIELBED BRECTED-SHIELD
VAPOR SHEED




WATTAGE EOW-PRESSURESODIUM HGHPRESSURESODIUM METALHALDE FLUORESCENT QUARTZ MERCURY-VAPOR INCANDESCENT
9 666
18 1806
35 4725 2;256
40 4,660 2,256 486
56 +466 146 486
55 75925
66 876
70 5;806 5;506
75 2,866 1196
96 14460
+16 6,606
+56 16,660 2,850




266 22,666

256 27,566 26,566
366

460 56,660 36,600

WATTAGE 55 76 75 96 166 156 460-O0RMORE
EOW-PRESSURE PARTHAL PARTHAL FotE FotE FotE FotE
SebtuM SHIEEBING SHIEEBING SHIEEBING SHIEEDING SHIEEPING SHIEEPDING | SHIELBING | SHIELBING | SHIELBING
HGHPRESSURE PARHAL PARHAL PARHAL PARHAL PARHAL oLt
SebtuM SHIEEBING SHIEEBING SHIEEBING SHIEEDING SHIEEPING SHIEEPDING | SHIELBING | SHIELBING | SHIELBING
FotE FotE FotE oLt oLt oLt
METAEHAHDE
SHELBING SHEEBING SHELBING SHELBHNG SHELBHNG SHELBING | SHIEEDING | SHIEEBING | SHIEEDING
FotE FotE FotE FotE FotE FotE
FHHORESCENT
SHELBING SHELBING SHELBING SHELBHNG SHELBHNG SHELBING | SHIEEDING | SHIEEBING | SHIEEDING
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