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11.04.010 Purpose

Public use regulations are adopted for the purpose of protecting public property

HISTORY

Adopted by ord.96-013 91 on 5/22/1996

11.04.020 Definitions

For the purposes of DCC LI.O4, unless otherwise apparent from the context, certain words and phrases

used in DCC 11.04 are defined and as set forth in DCC 1.04 and DCC 11.04.020.

'Alternate shelter" means an outdoor location that provides access for sleeping and/or camping throueh

the use of a vehicle. a recreational vehicle. a tent. or some other structure whiih offers some protection

from the outdoor elements.

"Bed" means an item(s) utilized for sleeping.

"Bedding" means the collective term for the articles which compose a bed.

"Camping" means anv form of sleeping or use of a bed, to include beddine materials, whether outdoors

or through use of a vehicle, recreational vehicle, tent or other structurerarhrch qan otfer some proteetqn

from the outdoor elements.

"Campsite" means the location where camping is occurring.

"lndustrial land" means any €eunty ewned real preperty zened fer industriali eemmereial;

"Park" means any County owned real property designated by resolution of the Board as a County park,

pursuant to ORS 275.32O.

"Parking lot" means an area consisting of one or more parking spaces grouped.

"Program Administrator" means the Board, the County Property and Real Estate Manager, Deschutes

County department head or designees.



"Public places" means countv-owned or controlled real propertv that is open and available for use bv the
public. lt does not include "vacant countv land" or anv countv-owned or controlled real propertv

designated bv the Countv Administrator as not open for oublic use. or as use limited.

"Public service facility" means any real property that is owned or leased by County where public services

are provided or conducted and shall include, but not be limited to, buildings, facilities, or real property

which is fenced, enclosed or otherwise developed and any associated grounds.

"Right of way" means the area between the boundary lines of a street, road or other public easement.

"Shelter" means an indoor location that provides access for sleeping.

"Sleeping" means sitting, lving and/or emplovi rudimentarv forms of orotection from outdoor
elements.

"Vacant county land" means all County owned land which does not qualify as a "public place," "public

service facility," "park" or "right of way." Unless specificallv authorized bv Order of the Board of
Commissioners. sleepins. camping, takine shelter or taking alternate shelter is at all times prohibited on

vacant county land.

HISTORY

Adopted by Ord.96-013 51 on 5/22/1996

Amended bv Ord. 2023-xxx 9L on DATE

11.04.030 Policies

A. Real Property. Except as otherwise provided in this section 11.04. pPublic use of County;owned

or controlled real property, not includins vac shall be limited to day use (dawn to
dusk) except as permitted herein or otherwise permitted by adoption of resolution of the Board.

1. Any County owned real property leased by authority of the Board of Commissioners to
other public agencies or private parties shall be governed by the terms and provisions of
such leases.

2. County-otyl9d_gt_go-nlfqjled real property may be posted closed, not open for public

use, or use limited. upon direction ofby the Countv Administrator.eeuntV++eperty

3. County shall not accept convevance or transfer of real property except upon recording of
a written acceptance from the Board of Commissioners.

4. Exclusive or other special use of County;-owned or controlled real property by private

entities or other agencies shall only be granted pursuant to a written lease or license

authorized by the Board of Commissioners.

B. County Owned/Occupied Buildings. The open common areas of County public service facilities

and other buildings occupied by County employees are open to members of the public who have

business with County employees. However, these buildings are also places where County

employees do their work. That work often involves sensitive and confidential issues. County

employees require work areas that are quiet, free from unnecessary foot traffic and where they



may discuss sensitive or confidential matters without being overheard by persons not employed
by the County.

1. Each department or other program occupying a building shall where feasible, establish a

waiting area which is, to the extent possible, located near the department or program

receptionist and outside the department's or program's work area. Members of the
public are to wait in this area until the person they are waiting to see is available. Each

waiting area shall be clearly posted as such.

2. Areas other than open common areas and designated waiting areas are open to visitors
by invitation only. County department heads and staff are responsible for their offices,

and may request (or order) visitors to leave their offices at their discretion. County

department heads and department support staff supervisors are responsible for support
staff work areas, and may, in their discretion, ask visitors to leave those areas.

C. Public Service Facilities.

Public service facilities which provide services beyond the hours of dawn to dusk shall

operate in a manner deemed appropriate by the Program Administrator. Public access

may be restricted by the Program Administrator, on the basis of public safety or
administrative efficiency to those areas deemed by the Program Administrator to be

necessary for provision of the intended services.

D. Parkins Lots

a

2-County parking lots may be posted with time and use restrictions, and unless otherwise
posted. are not available for overnight use. to include but not limited to sleeping.

camping or taking alternate shelther. Violations may be cited as authorized bv this
section 11.04.by the Faeilities Direeter er €eunty Administrater designee, _T-he

whieh shall deuble eaeh 2 I heurs uB t+feur days; and whieh may be paid as a bail fer
ferfeiture, lf net paid atrthatrHmei a wa+rant may be issued by the €ireuit €eurt te the
viola+e+

HISTORY

Adopted by Ord. 96-013 51 on 5/22/1996
Amended by Ord.2020-005 91 on 1/1/2021

Amended bv Ord. 2023-xxx 91 on DATE

11.04.040 Justice Buildine; Searches

Except for on-duty law enforcement personnel, and individually designated county staff, every person

entering through the public entrances of the Courthouse facility, District Attorney facility, Community
and Juvenile Justice facilities, and all other Deschutes County Justice / Law Enforcement facilities,



including any annex thereto, is subject to search of his or her possessions and must pass through metal

detectors.

HISTORY

Adopted by Ord.97-046 91 on 6/4/1997
Amended by Ord. 2020-005 51on 1/1/2021

11.04.050 Rea4'Propertv Closures

Where vacant c€ounty property, not generally open for public use, is or has been used by automobiles,
motorcycles and other off-road vehicles or bicycles for recreation. or for other purposes including

sleeping. campins. or taking alternate shelter as defined in this section 11.04, and the County has a need

to close and discontinue the property to these is useE, the County will notify the general public of the
intent to close in a local paper of general circulation in addition to the notification procedures outlined in

Countv Policv GA-##. The design of and the closure shall be in accordance with Countv Policv GA-23##

and also the requirements of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, published by the Federal

Highway Administration, in terms of signing and barricading. Anv person who refuses to leave after
implementation of Countv Policv GA-#f mav be cited as authorized bv this section 11.04. Permanent

closures shallmav, to the extent directed bv the Countv Administrator; consist of appropriate berms,

ditches and obliteration of existing roads. The closure design shall be in written form and approved by

the County Engineer or County Traffic Engineer. ln no case shall ropes or cables be used to close the road

or area.

HISTORY

Adopted by Ord.96-01j 51 on 5/22/1996

Amended bv Ord. 2023-xxx 9L on DATE

11.04.050 Prohibited Activities

A. Excepting for site-specific authorization bv Order of the Board of Commissioners. nNo person

shall construct, install, erencroach, sleep. camp, or obtain shelter or alternate shelter upon

County;-owned or controlled real propertvlanC.

A-.9.No person shall sever, excavate, damage, vandalize, burn, litter, remove materials from or cause

other site disturbing activity upon or to County_-owned or controlled real propertvlanC without
obtaining an appropriate permit or license authorizing such activity, from the goa+$ Property

Manager, Director of Road Department or Director of Solid Waste.

&C. No person shall cut or remove wood on or from County;-owned or controlled real property

except upon first obtaining a wood cutting permit from the County Property Manager or County

Forester.

CD.Excepting for site-specific authorization bv Order of the Board of Commissioners, mMotor
vehicles (operable and inoperable), includins but not limited to RV's. trailers and personal use

vehicles, shall be limited to existing parking lots durins business hours, ffi
and operation on established roads. Motor vehicles

are prohibited on dedicated public pedestrian/bicycle trails.



D''E.Discharge of firearms is prohibited in and on public service facilities and countv-owned or
controlled real property except as may be provided by OrderreselnSen of the Board of
Commissioners.

EF. No person or group shall exclude any other member of the public from County;-owned or
controlled real propertv that is open for public uselaRd, except as provided by lease, license or

Qalgresolu+ion glbyLt he Boa rd of Co m m iss io ne rs.

FG. No person shall engage in any conduct in or on property where public services are provided

which hinders, interferes with or prevents those employees from performing their duties.

C.!-No person shall smoke or carry any lighted or electronic smoking instrument in any

Deschutes County_-owned, controlled or occupied building, except as permitted by the

Deschutes County Smoke Free Policy.

HISTORY

Adopted by Ord.95-013 51 on 5/22/1996
Amended by Ord.97-057 57 on 10/8/1997
Amended by Ord. 2020-005 57 on 1/1/2021

Amended bv Ord. 2023-xxx 97 on DATE

11.04.070 Alienation

Excepting conveyances signed by the County Property Manager upon written authorization of the
County Commissioners or the County Administrator, no Countf;-owned real property shall be sold,

leased, dedicated, licensed, donated, exchanged, encumbered or otherwise alienated except upon

signature, authorization, order or ratification of the Board.

HISTORY

Adopted by Ord. 96-013 51 on s/22/1996
Amended by Ord. 2020-005 51 on 1/1/2021

11.04.080 Violatiou Penaltv

Any violation or failure to comply with any provision of DCC L1.O4i mav be prosecuted in Justice Court as

a Class A violation, or mav be charged and prosecuted in Circuit Court as Trespass pursuant to ORS

164.205 et seq.@})is+4{ass4-vielatien- lf imoosed civil penalties are not timelv
paid. upon application bv the Countv a warrant mav be issued bv the Circuit Court to the violator.

HISTORY

Adopted by Ord.96-013 51 on 5/22/1996
Amended by Ord. 2003-021 524 on 4/9/2003

Amended bv Ord. 2023-xxx 57 on DATE


