
 

DATE: October 27, 2026 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: John Guertin, City Manager 

SUBJECT: Local Emergency Declaration and Preparedness for Anticipated 2026-27 El Nino 
Storm Impacts 

Recommendation 

Adopt the attached resolution declaring a local emergency due to threatened 2026–2027 El Niño 
storm impacts, adopting the separate proclamation as Exhibit A, and authorizing the City Manager to 
coordinate lawful storm preparedness and assistance requests. Direct staff to return for Council 
review within 60 days after adoption, or earlier as required by applicable law or changing conditions. 

Summary 

The proposed action establishes a local emergency framework before anticipated severe weather 
intensifies. It authorizes coordinated preparedness, resource requests, and public information while 
retaining applicable budget, purchasing, permitting, and Council oversight requirements. The 
proclamation is a Council action executed by Mayor Scott Donaldson; it does not depend on a 
separate declaration by an individual official. 

On September 21, 2026, the Governor proclaimed a statewide emergency related to the developing 
2026–2027 El Niño event. The supplied proclamation directs state preparedness, resource staging, 
interagency coordination, and support for local protective work. It also recognizes that strong El Niño 
events do not produce uniform statewide outcomes. Actual conditions in Del Rey Oaks will depend 
on storm tracks, rainfall intensity and duration, wind, and local drainage conditions. 

The proposed action would support early coordination with Monterey County and regional partners, 
prioritize protective work, and provide a process for reporting changing conditions and resource 
needs to the Council. 

Discussion 

The City’s coastal location creates exposure to flooding, high winds, erosion, 
downed trees, roadway hazards, power outages, and interruptions to essential services. 
Successive or prolonged severe storms could require drainage maintenance, emergency 
response, traffic control, sheltering, and restoration of services at the same time. These 
concurrent demands are the basis for the proposed finding that threatened conditions 
are likely to exceed City capabilities and require assistance from other jurisdictions. 
 
The resolution addresses the threatened existence of an emergency in advance of 
anticipated storm impacts. Specific local impacts will depend on actual weather and 
coastal conditions. Staff will monitor forecasts and operational needs and adjust 
readiness activities accordingly. 
 
The resolution authorizes the City Manager, within lawful authority and available appropriations, to 
coordinate drainage inspections and maintenance, protection of public facilities, staging of flood 



response supplies and equipment, and planning for traffic control, evacuation support, sheltering, 
debris removal, and continuity of operations. Staff would coordinate with the Monterey County 
Operational Area, public safety agencies, utilities, and mutual aid partners, and adjust readiness to 
forecasts and operational needs. 
 
Authorized preparedness activities include inspecting and maintaining drainage facilities; 
protecting roads, public facilities, and critical infrastructure; staging sandbags, pumps, 
generators, barriers, and other supplies; and planning for road closures, evacuations, 
sheltering, debris removal, and service interruptions.  
 
The City Manager may request mutual aid, technical assistance, equipment, personnel, 
and other resources and seek available funding consistent with applicable program 
requirements. A local proclamation supports emergency coordination but does not 
guarantee state or federal reimbursement. 

The declaration does not itself waive competitive bidding or create an unrestricted purchasing 
authority. The City Manager would continue to follow City purchasing and budget requirements. If 
emergency public works contracting becomes necessary, staff must separately address the 
applicable Public Contract Code section 22050 findings, vote, delegation, and review requirements. 
Routine seasonal maintenance should continue through normal procedures when time permits. 

The declaration does not itself waive competitive bidding or create an unrestricted purchasing 
authority. The City Manager would continue to follow City purchasing and budget requirements. If 
emergency public works contracting becomes necessary, staff must separately address the 
applicable Public Contract Code section 22050 findings, vote, delegation, and review requirements. 
Routine seasonal maintenance should continue through normal procedures when time permits. 

Following adoption, the Mayor will execute the proclamation on behalf of the Council and the Clerk 
will certify the resolution and attach the proclamation as Exhibit A. Staff will transmit both to the 
Monterey County Department of Emergency Management for Operational Area coordination and 
transmittal to Cal OES.  

Staff will track incident dates, protective measures, damages, labor, equipment, contracts, insurance, 
and other costs. If damaging incidents occur, staff should promptly coordinate with the Operational 
Area and Cal OES regarding incident-specific reporting, application deadlines, eligible work, and any 
supplemental declaration or assistance request.  

Fiscal Impacts 

Adoption does not appropriate additional funds. Staff proposes to perform initial preparedness work 
within available departmental appropriations, subject to verification of balances and operational 
needs. Potential additional costs include overtime, supplies, equipment rental, contracted services, 
emergency protective work, and repairs. The amount is not yet known and will depend on actual 
conditions. Staff will seek Council approval of necessary budget adjustments and contracts as 
required and report emergency costs during continuing reviews. No state or federal reimbursement is 
assumed. 



Recommendation 

Adopt the attached resolution declaring a local emergency due to threatened 2026–2027 El Niño 
storm impacts, adopting the separate proclamation as Exhibit A, and authorizing the City Manager to 
coordinate lawful storm preparedness and assistance requests. 

 

Attachments 

1. Draft resolution 
2. Proclamation of a Local Emergency, to be attached to the resolution as Exhibit A. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
John Guertin 
City Manager 



RESOLUTION NO. 2026-23 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DEL REY OAKS 
PROCLAIMING THE THREATENED EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY DUE 
TO ANTICIPATED 2026–2027 EL NIÑO STORM IMPACTS AND AUTHORIZING 
STORM PREPAREDNESS ACTIONS 

WHEREAS, Government Code § 8558(c) defines a local emergency, and Government 
Code § 8630(a) and Del Rey Oaks Municipal Code Chapter 2.28 provide authority for the 
City Council to proclaim a local emergency; and 

WHEREAS, Del Rey Oaks Municipal Code Section 2.28.050(a) defines an emergency to 
include the actual or threatened existence of conditions of disaster or extreme peril 
caused by flood, storm, or other conditions that are or are likely to be beyond the control 
of City services, personnel, equipment, and facilities, requiring the combined forces of 
other political subdivisions to combat; and 

WHEREAS, Del Rey Oaks Municipal Code Section 2.28.050(a) authorizes the City 
Manager to request that the City Council proclaim the existence or threatened existence 
of a local emergency when the City Council is in session; and 

WHEREAS, on September 21, 2026, the Governor proclaimed a statewide state of 
emergency due to the developing 2026–2027 El Niño event and directed advance 
preparedness for potential severe weather, flooding, coastal impacts, erosion, and related 
hazards; and 

WHEREAS, Del Rey Oaks is a coastal community in which severe storms can cause 
flooding, high winds, erosion, downed trees, roadway hazards, power outages, 
infrastructure damage, and interruptions to essential services; and 

WHEREAS, successive or prolonged severe storm events may place concurrent demands 
on emergency response, drainage maintenance, transportation access, sheltering, and 
restoration of essential services; and 

WHEREAS, advance coordination with Monterey County, mutual aid partners, utilities, 
and state agencies is necessary to identify vulnerabilities, stage resources, prepare public 
facilities, and communicate preparedness information to residents and businesses; and 

WHEREAS, based on the anticipated storm hazards and the preparedness information 
presented to the City Council, conditions of extreme peril to persons and property are 
threatened within Del Rey Oaks and are likely to exceed the capability of City services, 
personnel, equipment, and facilities, requiring assistance from other political subdivisions. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Del Rey Oaks 
as follows: 

1. Proclamation of Local Emergency. The foregoing recitals are incorporated as 
findings. Pursuant to Government Code § 8630 and Del Rey Oaks Municipal Code Chapter 
2.28 the City Council hereby proclaims the threatened existence of a local emergency 
within the territorial limits of Del Rey Oaks due to the anticipated impacts of the 
developing 2026–2027 El Niño event and associated severe weather. 



2. Emergency Coordination. The City Manager, as Director of Emergency Services, 
shall coordinate City preparedness and carry out those portions of the adopted 
Emergency Operations Plan necessary and appropriate to the threatened conditions. The 
Director may activate the Emergency Operations Center at a level appropriate to forecast 
conditions and operational needs and coordinate with the Monterey County Operational 
Area and mutual aid partners. 

3. Storm Preparedness Actions. The City Manager is authorized to direct City 
departments, within their lawful authority, to undertake appropriate preparedness 
activities, including inspection and maintenance of drainage facilities; monitoring and 
protection of roads, public facilities, and other critical infrastructure; staging sandbags, 
pumps, generators, barriers, and other necessary supplies; planning for road closures, 
evacuations, sheltering, debris removal, and service interruptions; and coordinating 
readiness and service restoration with utilities and partner agencies. Preparedness shall 
include accessible and multilingual public information and coordination to assist residents 
who face additional risks during severe weather. 

4. Outside Assistance. The City Manager is authorized to request and coordinate 
mutual aid, technical assistance, equipment, personnel, and other resources through the 
Operational Area and appropriate state, federal, and regional partners, and to seek 
available funding consistent with applicable program requirements. This resolution does 
not establish entitlement to reimbursement. 

5. Expenditures and Contracting. To the extent authorized by applicable law, the Del 
Rey Oaks Municipal Code, City purchasing policies, and applicable emergency contracting 
authority, the City Manager may incur expenditures and procure materials, equipment, 
services, and supplies necessary to prepare for, respond to, and mitigate the threatened 
emergency conditions. The City shall maintain records of personnel time, equipment use, 
purchases, contracts, and other emergency costs. It shall present emergency 
expenditures and procurements to the City Council for review or ratification as required 
by law. Any emergency public works contracting undertaken pursuant to Public Contract 
Code § 22050 shall comply with that section’s applicable findings, voting, delegation, and 
continuing-review requirements. This resolution does not independently waive 
competitive bidding requirements. 

6. Applicable Laws and Council Oversight. All actions shall comply with applicable 
law, including environmental and permitting requirements, except to the extent lawfully 
waived by an authorized agency. Any emergency rules or regulations issued by the 
Director shall be submitted to the City Council for confirmation at the earliest practicable 
time as required by Del Rey Oaks Municipal Code section 2.28.050(a). 

7. Continuing Review and Termination. The City Council shall review the need to 
continue the local emergency at least once every 60 days in accordance with Government 
Code § 8630 (c) and (d). The City Manager shall present information on conditions, 
preparedness, resource needs, and expenditures sufficient to support that review. The 
City Council shall proclaim termination at the earliest possible date that conditions 
warrant. 



8. Effective Date and Notice. This resolution takes effect immediately upon adoption 
on October 27, 2026. The City Clerk shall certify its adoption and transmit it to Monterey 
County emergency management, Cal OES, and other appropriate partner agencies. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Del Rey 
Oaks duly held on the 27th day of October 2026, by the following vote: 

AYES:            COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

NOES:            COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

ABSENT:        COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

ABSTAIN:      COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 

APPROVED: 

________________________________ 
Scott Donaldson, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

________________________________ 
Karen Minami, City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

________________________________ 
Alex Lorca, City Attorney 
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