
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 20, 2026 

Kevin Kuchenbecker                                                                                   
Historic Preservation Officer                                                                      
Historic 1876 City of Deadwood                                                                                  
Sherman St.                                                                           
Deadwood, South Dakota                                                     

Dear Kevin:  

The 34th annual gathering for the West River History Conference 
(WRHC) is set for October1-2, 2026, Historic Terra Sancta Retreat 
Center, Rapid City, South Dakota.  

The conference needs your help to keep registration costs as 
low as possible.  We are hoping to add the City of Deadwood 
Historic Preservation as a sponsor again this year.   

Our goal is to preserve the historic record of western South 
Dakota through supporting:                                                                                         
*Original Research – host an academic forum for presenters 
both amateur and professional to gather as cohorts                                             
* Education – offer learning opportunities to enhance 
professional research of the region’s early beginnings                                                       
* Voice – maintain a digital archive of conference academic 
research at Leland Case Library, Black Hills State University                                                                         
*Modern Access- foster community outreach using 21st century 
technologies.  

Please find this letter as a request for support of $500 or any size 
gift. As a supporter, you may expect the many outlined benefits 
in the attached flyer.   

For 34 years, WRHC has offered a rich variety of presentations 
from many important South Dakota historians including: Herb 
Blakely, David Wolff, Ben Jones, Arley Fadness, Paul Higbee, 
Shebby Lee, Jim Aplan, and others.  WRHC is proud of their 
support and leadership. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request, Kevin! We 
appreciate you and your terrific volunteer team…and all you 
do for historic preservation in our great state! 

Respectfully                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Laura Hovey Neubert                                                       
Executive Director 
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