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SIGN PERMIT STAFF REPORT 

Sign Review Commission  
September 16, 2026 

 
Applicant: Diana Graham 
Address: PO Box 1565, Aberdeen, SD 57402 
Site Address of Proposed Signage: 412 Main Street (parking lot next to Union Palace) 
 

Computation of Sign Area 

Building Frontage: N/A (parking lot sign)- 47 parking spaces 
Total Available Signage: 32 Square Feet  
Existing Signage: One Freestanding (to be replaced) 
Remaining Available Signage Area: 32 Square Feet 
Proposed Sign Project: Replace existing freestanding sign (45 Square Feet) with new 
freestanding sign (44 Square Feet) in same location with no change in overall height 
Proposed Building Materials: Vinyl wrapped composite panels on metal frame (see attached 
rendering) 
Proposed Lighting of the Signs: External illumination 
Location of Proposed Sign: See attached rendering 
 

Discussion 

The sign permit application in review is proposed at a location outside the locally-designated 
historic district and inside the national historic landmark district which is regulated by chapter 
15.32.310 of the sign ordinance.  The current signage at the subject property is compliant with 
the sign ordinance.  The sign proposed in the current application is regulated by 15.32.090 of 
the Sign Ordinance, reference below. 

A. Before any sign can be erected or altered in any way, a valid permit must be issued. Any 
further alteration of the sign shall require an amendment of the existing permit or the 
issuance of a new permit. Such changes, as well as original permits, shall be issued 
pursuant to review by the sign review commission. It is unlawful to display, construct, erect, 
locate or alter any sign without first obtaining a sign permit for such sign.  

 

The applicant wishes to replace the existing freestanding sign with a new freestanding sign of a 
different design in the same location. The current sign was approved in 2007 on condition that 
it could not exceed 45 square feet and 15 feet in height. The 45 square feet was only the portion 
above the top of the mounting pole. The proposed sign’s size of 44 square feet includes 
everything above the rock wall. The current sign also encroaches into the highway right of way, 
the proposed sign would not encroach.  
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The proposed sign and its location would remain compliant with the height and area conditions 
required by the City in 2007. 

Variances 

The sign permit application in review as proposed requires no variances from the sign 
ordinance. Signage variances may be obtained if the sign review commission is able to find 
“special circumstances or conditions such as the existence of buildings, topography, vegetation, 
sign structures, distance or other matters on adjacent lots or within the adjacent public right-of-
way that would substantially restrict the effectiveness of the sign in question and such special 
circumstances or conditions are peculiar to the business or enterprise to which the applicant 
desires to draw attention and do not apply generally to all businesses or enterprises in the area.” 
However, it is the responsibility of the applicant to provide adequate evidence of such special 
circumstances or conditions.  
 

Sign Review Commission Action 

Motion to approve permit application for new freestanding sign at 412 Main Street  

OR 

Motion to deny proposed sign permit application as submitted. 

 
 



WHERE THE HOUSE
ALWAYS TREATS YOU 

LIKE A WINNER

MINERAL PALACE UNION SIGNAGE
PARKING SIGN (”Gold foil”)

WHERE THE HOUSE
ALWAYS TREATS YOU 

LIKE A WINNER

44.5”

24”

31”

48”

132”

Total Surface Area

44 ft 2

TOTAL AREA WAS CALCULATED USING A RECTANGULAR SHAPE
NOT THE ACTUAL SHAPE OF THE SIGNAGE. THE CALCULATION IS

AN ESTIMATE AND NOT THE ACTUAL SURFACE AREA. 

READER BOARD

11 fEEtHEIGHT

WHERE THE HOUSE
ALWAYS TREATS YOU 

LIKE A WINNER

There isn't one "normal" letter height for 
a reader board; the ideal size depends on 
the intended viewing distance, with the 

rule of thumb being that you need 1 inch of 
letter height for every 10 feet of viewing 

distance. Common outdoor letter sizes 
include 3, 4, 6, 8 INCHES.

For a 24” tall reader board, a suggested
height for the letters would be 5” or 6”.

mineral palace
mineral palace
mineral palace
mineral palace

mineral
mineral
mineral

5” = 4 lines 6” = 3 lines

In computing the total sign area, the sign structure is
not included as long as it is less than five percent of 

the sign face area 
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MINERAL PALACE UNION SIGNAGE
PARKING SIGN (”Gold foil”)

31”

48”

132”

Surface Area
44 ft 2

11 fEEtHEIGHT

WHERE THE HOUSE
ALWAYS TREATS YOU 

LIKE A WINNER

materials
Aluminum square tube framing.

ACM Panels for faces
(Aluminum Composite Material)

Vinyl graphics for face decoration.

not exact measurement*

these are just examples

lighting
Overhead Lighting

Planning on using the same
lighting that is on the existing sign.



MINERAL PALACE UNION SIGNAGE
old signage 

new sign will be mounted on the foundation that is currently there.

old Sign 

WHERE THE HOUSE
ALWAYS TREATS YOU 

LIKE A WINNER

new sign will reduce the 
amount of overhang on sidewalk

new signage 



MINERAL PALACE UNION SIGNAGE
Sign Builder

Rosenbaum Signs - 1650 Samco Rd, Rapid City, SD 57702  |  (605) 342-0481

Examples of work from rosenbaum


