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Proclamation

Honoring the Legacy of Former Mayor Thomas Mitchell Blair

WHEREAS, Thomas Mitchell Blair dedicated a significant portion of his life to the City of Deadwood,
serving with distinction as Mayor from 1984 to 1989 and leaving a lasting mark on the community he
proudly called home; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure as Mayor, Tom Blair helped guide Deadwood through a pivotal period in
its history, providing steady leadership and vision during a time of transformation and opportunity; and

WHEREAS, Tom Blair was an instrumental member of the Deadwood — You Bet Committee, playing a
key role in the movement that led to the legalization of gaming in Deadwood and helped secure the city’s
economic future while preserving its historic character; and

WHEREAS, beyond his service as Mayor, Tom Blair remained deeply engaged in civic life, contributing
his time and leadership to numerous boards, committees, and organizations dedicated to historic
preservation, education, public safety, and community development within Deadwood; and

WHEREAS, Tom Blair was widely respected for his integrity, approachability, and ability to bring
people together, earning the trust of citizens, colleagues, and community leaders alike; and

WHEREAS, the City of Deadwood honors the memory of Thomas Mitchell Blair, whose leadership,
dedication, and commitment to public service continue to shape the city he served so faithfully;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Charlie Struble-Mook, Mayor of the City of Deadwood, do hereby proclaim
February 2, 2026, as a day of recognition and remembrance for Thomas Mitchell Blair in Deadwood,
South Dakota, and urge all citizens to reflect upon and honor his enduring contributions to our city.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the City of Deadwood to
be affixed this 2nd day of February, 2026.

Charlie Struble-Mook, Mayor



