STAFF ANALYSIS
TEXT AMENDMENTS FOR
UNIFIED ZONING ORDINANCE
March 2019
(Referencing the attached spreadsheet for details)

The Unified Zoning Ordinance was adopted by Dalton, Varnell, and Whitfield County in July and
August of 2015. Since that time the staff, who works to administer the Ordinance on a daily basis,
identified needed corrections or clarifications, and identified oversights, all for the purpose of
improving the context and readability of the zoning text.

The resulting text changes, as proposed, are listed in a spreadsheet (attached) that identifies the current
text or current zoning, then proposes the corrected text or new zoning. The legal advertisement ran on
Friday, March 8, 2019; copies of the proposed amendments were made available to the public in the
Office of the Whitfield County Board of Commissioners, and in the Clerk's Office at Varnell City Hall as
of Monday March 18, 2019.

Proposed Text Amendments: The proposed text amendments are numbered in sequence with the
affected Section or passage identified in the third column. The spreadsheet also shows you the current
language of the ordinance (column 4), then provides the proposed language in the last column to the
right. For the staff, the proposed amendments are considered clean-up and clarification of past
ordinances in the new format of the Unified Zoning Ordinance. It remains possible that more
amendments may be found and a new list will be started by the staff as we move forward with
administration. Maintaining an effective ordinance is part of the process.

Just as a note, the advertisement and the availability of the proposed amendments for public review is
part of the process. Simultaneously, consideration of additions all the way through the public hearing is
possible. If a citizen presents a proposed change at the public hearing, then consideration of that
proposal, yea or nay, is part of the process. Any such additions will be highlighted and the paperwork
following the public hearing will be thorough in identifying the proposed amendments in their final form
in readiness for final action by each government participating in the Unified Zoning Ordinance.

Staff Recommendation: The proposed text amendments are recommended for adoption to modify the
ordinance text in order to allow for the use of existing commercial or manufacturing structures for
Wholesale Trade, Warehouse and Distribution Facilities within the Transitional Commercial zone
district (C-4). This amendment is recommended in order to allow for the previously mentioned uses to
occur due to the number of existing commercial and industrial structures within the area surrounding
downtown Dalton in the C-4 zone district. Due to the recommended additional requirements that limit
the size of the facility as well as only permitting these uses within existing structures, there is no concern
that this amendment would compromise the continued revitalization of Downtown Dalton.



