
















SPECIAL EXCEPTION LETTER OF INTENT FOR GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

Grace Baptist Church of Mableton is applying for a Special Exception Use to operate a church at 

123 Watson Drive (formerly Eberhart Funeral Home).  The subject property is located in Land 

Lot 230 of the 2nd District and 3rd Section of Paulding County, GA. The property is currently 

zoned C-1 (Commercial Low Density). Per the Unified Development Code of Dallas churches or 

places of worship are allowed to operate within the C-1 Zoning District with a Special Exception 

Use (Sec. 4.13). At this time the only proposed modifications to the site are building 

renovations and required maintenance of the existing detention pond. 

 

Existing Site 

 

 
 

 

UDO Sec. 8.14 – PLACES OF WORSHIP 

1) Location  

a) Places of Worship shall be permitted only on a lot which has frontage on or direct 

access to an arterial street as identified by functional classification of roadways in 

Subsection 4.04(2)f(ii). 

 

Watson Drive is not considered an arterial street. To help maintain the flow of traffic during 

peak usage times the owner will pay the cost of providing a Traffic Control Officer.   

 

2) Parking  

a) Off-street parking shall be provided as specified in the Section 7.02 – Off-Street 

Parking and Loading of this Code. 

 

The current site currently has 86 off-street parking spaces provided. 

 

3) Setbacks  



a) All buildings shall be setback thirty feet from the side and rear property lines. 

 

The existing building meets this requirement 

 

4) Buffers  

a) When a church adjoins a residential use, a buffer shall be provided within a thirty 

(30) foot setback area. (See Section 7.08 – Tree Conservations, Buffers, and 

Landscape Compliance) 

 

The existing site has a natural buffer along with a 6 feet high wood privacy fence along 

all property lines abutting residential uses with the exception of the eastern property line 

(see image below). The existing entrance and parking area for this site extends to the 

property line and the adjoining neighbor has buildings and a wood privacy fence 

constructed along this line. The planting of trees and landscaping along this line would 

have an adverse effect on both parcels. 

 

 
 

5) Accessory Uses  

a) A Special Exception shall be required prior to establishing school, over-night shelter, 

indigent food service or full-time child care facilities, subject to the requirements of 

Section 11.09 – Special Exception Procedure 

 

Not anticipated or applicable at this time 

 


