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Section 1225.  Mayor and City Council:  Powers and Duties Enumerated. Variances, Review, and 
Appeal 

The Mayor and City Council shall have the following powers and duties: 

A. Administrative review. To hear and decide whether there is an error in any order, requirement, 
decision or determination made by the City Administrator in the enforcement of this Article. 

B. Variances.  To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variance from the terms of this 
Article as will not be contrary to the public interest, when due to special conditions a literal 
enforcement of the provisions of this Article will, in an individual case, result in unusual 
hardship, so the spirit of this Article shall be observed, public safety and welfare secured, and 
substantial justice done. The mere existence of a nonconforming sign or advertising device 
shall not constitute a valid reason to grant a variance. A variance may be granted in an 
individual case of unusual hardship upon a finding by the Mayor and City Council that the 
following conditions exist: 

1. There exist extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the property in 
question resulting from its size, shape, or topography which are not applicable to other 
lands or structures in the area. 

2. A literal interpretation of the provisions of this Article would deprive the applicant of 
rights commonly enjoyed by other similar properties. 

3. Granting the variance requested will not confer upon the property of the applicant any 
significant privileges which are denied to other similar properties. 

4. The requested variance will be in harmony with the purpose and intent of this Article and 
will not be injurious to the neighborhood or to the general welfare. 

5. The special circumstances are not the result of actions of the applicant. 

6. The variance requested is the minimum variance which will make possible the logical use 
of the land, building or structure. 

7. The variance is not a request to permit a type of sign which otherwise is not permitted in 
the zoning district involved. 

7.8. An Administrative Variance of less than five (5) feet in height or ten (10) percent of the 
advisement area of the sign may be processed administratively at the discretion of the 
City Administrator.   

C. Appeal.  Any applicant aggrieved by the decision of the Mayor and Council in their review of 
decisions by the Mayor and City Council shall seek judicial review by filing for a writ of 
certiorari in the Superior Court of Gwinnett County within 30 days of the decision of Mayor 
and Council. 

D. Petitions for variance.  All petitions for review of variance requests shall be in written form 
and filed with the office of the City Administrator. The Mayor and City Council shall hear all 
such petitions within thirty (30) days of receipt by the office of the City Administrator and shall 
act upon all such petitions within fifteen (15) days of the hearing. 
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Section 1225.  Mayor and City Council:  Powers and Duties Enumerated.  (Continued) 

E. Off-Premises advertising or off-premises directional signs.  The Mayor and City Council will 
approve and/or disapprove all requests for off-premises signs. The permittee will submit with 
each request for an off-premises sign the following information: 

1. The street address of the property on which the sign will be located and the zoning 
district in which such property is located. 

2. A plat of the property on which the sign will be located which shows where thereon the 
sign will be located and the distance from the property lines and the paved street. 

3. A design of the sign which shows the height of the sign, the area of the face of the sign, 
the color scheme of the sign, and the structural supports of the sign. 

4. A statement stating that all of the requirements of the zoning district in which the sign 
will be located have been complied with. 

5. A copy of the lease or other document from the owner of the sign which authorized the 
erection thereof. 

6. The cost of the sign and/or estimated cost if such is not known at the time the permit is 
requested which will be changed to actual cost as soon as such is known. 

7. No action will be taken on the erection of the sign by the owner of the property, the 
lessee, the sign owner, and/or any of their contractors, agents, or employees until the sign 
has been approved by the Mayor and City Council.  

F. Variances as to size and message.  The Mayor and City Council shall have the power to grant 
any variance as to the maximum size and message of signs. 

Section 1226. Suspension, Revocation of Permit, License. 

Violation of any provision of this Article will be grounds for terminating the permit granted by the 
City to the owner and/or the license of the person or entity erecting the sign. No permit and/or license 
shall be suspended, revoked or canceled except for due cause as hereinafter defined, and the 
permittee and/or licensee is granted a public hearing before the Mayor and City Council. The 
permittee and/or licensee will be given ten (10) days written notice of the time, place and purpose of 
the hearing, with a statement of the reason for the suspension, revocation or canceling of such permit 
and/or license. ADue cause@ is the willful and/or continued violation of the provisions of this Article. 
The termination of the permit and/or license does not in any way preclude the person or persons 
alleged to have violated the provisions of this Article from being tried under Section 3-1-28 of this 
Article, or preclude the City from taking any other action authorized by this Code, and/or any action 
authorized by law.  

Section 1227. Enforcement. 

This Article shall be administered and enforced by the City Administrator or her/his designee.  
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Section 1228. Penalty. 

Any person violating any provision of this Article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction, shall be fined not less than $300.00  fifty dollars ($50.00) and not more than $1,000.00 
per one hundred fifty ($150.00) for each offense.  Each day such violation continues shall constitute a 
separate offense.   

Section 1229. Additional Enforcement Options. 

In case any sign, advertising device, or other device covered by this Article is or is proposed to be 
erected, constructed, altered, converted, or used in violation of any provision of this Article, the City  
Administrator may, in addition to other remedies, and after due notice to the appropriate person, 
issue a citation for violation of the city code requiring the presence of the violator in the municipal 
court; institute injunction, or other appropriate action or proceeding to prevent such unlawful 
erection, construction, alteration, conversion, or use to correct or abate such violation. 


	A. Balance the rights of individuals to convey their messages through signs and the right of the public to be protected against the unrestricted proliferation of signs.
	B. Further the objectives of the City’s comprehensive plan.
	C. Protect the public health, safety, and welfare.
	D. Reduce traffic and pedestrian hazards;
	E. Maintain the historical image of the City.
	F. Protect property values by minimizing the possible adverse effects and visual blight caused by signs.
	G. Promote economic development.
	H. Ensure the fair and consistent enforcement of sign regulations.
	(1) "Off-premises advertising sign" means a sign which is not located upon the premises of the business or entity indicated or advertised by said sign. This includes products advertised in conjunction with a business entity.
	(2) "Off-premises directional sign" means a sign not located upon the premises of the business or entity indicated on the sign and only for the purpose of directing traffic to business establishments, real estate developments, public and private clubs...
	A. The type and purpose of the sign as defined in this Article.
	B. The value of the sign including the cost of construction of the sign.
	C. The street address of the property upon which subject sign is to be located and the proposed location of subject sign on subject property. In the absence of a street address, a method of location acceptable to the City Administrator shall be used.
	D. The square foot area per sign and the aggregate square footage area if there is more than one (1) sign face.
	E. The name(s) and address(es) of the owner(s) of the real property upon which the subject sign is to be located.
	F. Consent of the owner, or his agent, granting permission for the placement or maintenance of subject sign.
	G. The City Administrator will require a sketch or print drawn to scale showing pertinent information such as wind pressure requirements and display materials in accordance with the Southern Standard Building Code as amended by City of Dacula. The Cit...
	H. Name, address, phone number and business license number of the sign contractor.
	A. In all use districts, signs which were illegally erected or maintained with respect to prior Ordinances; signs made of paper, cloth, or nondurable materials; signs located within a public right-of-way, and signs prohibited by this Article shall be ...
	B. A nonconforming sign shall not be replaced by another nonconforming sign, except that the substitution or interchange of poster panels, painted boards or dis-mountable material on nonconforming signs shall be permitted.
	C. Minor repairs and maintenance of nonconforming signs shall be permitted. However, no structural repairs or changes in the size or shape of this sign shall be permitted except to make the sign comply with the requirements of this Article.
	D. Nonconforming signs which met all requirements of this Exhibit when erected may stay in place until one of the following conditions occurs:
	1. The business advertised ceases;
	2. The deterioration of the sign or damage to the sign makes it a hazard; or
	3. The sign has been damaged to such extent that more than minor repairs are required to restore the sign.
	A. The following types of signs or advertising devices are prohibited in all zoning districts of the City:
	2 Sidewalk, sandwich or curb-type signs.
	3 Portable signs.
	4 Deleted
	5 Swinging or projecting signs.
	6 Vehicles used for basic purpose of providing advertisement or products or directing people to a business activity located on the same or nearby property or to any other premise are prohibited.
	7 Rotating or animated signs involving motion or sound.
	8 Off-premises signs, except in accordance with Section 1225.
	9 Flashing, blinking, or varying light intensity signs except time, temperature and date.
	10 Signs on public rights-of-way except signs exempt under Section 1213.
	11 Signs which contain or are imitation of an official traffic sign or signal or contain the words stop, go, slow, caution, warning,  or similar words, except construction signs and barricades and when the words are incorporated in the permanent name ...
	12 Courtesy benches, trash cans, and similar devices on which advertising is displayed.
	13 Trailer signs.
	14 Window signs exceeding thirty (30) percent of window area.
	B. Where any lot, parcel, or tract of land zoned C-1, C-2, C-3, M-1, or M-2 exists and has double frontage on public streets and is further defined as being a double frontage lot as outlined under the City Zoning Ordinance, or is a lot other than a co...
	1. Only one (1) ground sign per road frontage shall be allowed.
	2. Any ground sign permitted shall be used and located in such manner where the principal advertising is oriented toward the road frontage authorizing such ground signs.
	3. No permit for a ground sign shall be authorized where such ground signs shall be oriented in a greater degree to a different road frontage than the road frontage authorizing such ground sign.
	4. The City Administrator or his/her designee shall determine, in all instances where double frontage lots allow ground signs to be permitted, where each sign’s predominant advertising is directed.
	5. Any appeal of a determination made by the City Administrator of this Section shall be made directly to the Mayor and City Council.  The Mayor and City Council may vary this Section where they find the requested variance is warranted.
	A. The following types of signs or advertising devices shall be permitted only by issue of a temporary sign permit from the City of Dacula. Approval of a temporary sign permit allows usage of this type of advertising for a period not to exceed thirty ...
	1. Air-or gas-filled balloons or other devices which have a capacity for air or gas which does not exceed three (3) cubic feet.
	2. Reserved.
	3. One flag or banner with a  maximum size  of  thirty-two  (32)  square  feet, (not including official  flags of  the United States, State  of  Georgia, Gwinnett  County, or City of  Dacula).
	4. Searchlights and similar devices.
	7. On-premises temporary signs relating to the initial opening or final closing of a business or service provided such signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet each and shall not be closer than ten (10) feet to the pavement of any street or ...
	8. Temporary yard signs not to exceed six (6) square feet.
	B. Temporary signs not exceeding four (4) square feet in area pertaining to drives or events of civic, philanthropic, educational, religious organizations provided such signs are posted not more than two (2) days before said event and removed the day ...
	C. Signs of a noncommercial nature and in the public interest, erected by or on the order of a public officer in the performance of his duty, such as public notices, safety sign, danger signs, trespassing signs, traffic and street signs, memorial plaq...
	A. All signs shall be maintained in good condition as to present a neat and orderly appearance.  The City Administrator may cause to be removed after due notice any sign which shows gross neglect, becomes dilapidated, or if the ground area around it i...
	B. The City Administrator or his/her designee will give the owner ten (10) days written notice to correct the deficiencies or to remove the sign or signs. If the owner refuses to correct the deficiencies or remove the sign, the City Administrator or h...
	removed at the expense of the owner.
	C. Ground signs located within one hundred (100) feet of a public right-of-way shall display the street address of the property.  Within a commercial center where multiple addresses exist, the highest and lowest street address numbers shall be identif...
	1. Street address numbers shall be of contrasting colors against the background. Numbers shall be a minimum of eight (8) inches in height.  Numbers shall be visible from both directions of travel along the street.
	2. Ground signs existing prior to the adoption of this Ordinance shall be brought into compliance with this Section by August 1, 2001.

	D. When a business or service using an identification or business sign is discontinued, all signs and sign structures relating to this business or service shall be removed within ten (10) days from the date of discontinuance.
	A. The light from any illuminated sign shall not be of an intensity or brightness which will interfere with the peace, comfort, convenience, and general welfare of residents or occupants of adjacent properties.
	B. No sign shall have blinking, flashing, or fluctuating lights or other illuminating devices which have a changing light intensity, brightness or color except those depicting only time, temperature, or date.
	C. No colored lights shall be used at any location or in any manner so as to be confused with or construed as traffic control devices.  Neither direct nor reflected light from primary light sources shall create a hazard to operators of motor vehicles.
	D. Signs located within any residential district may only be indirectly illuminated.

	1.  Temporary real estate signs in excess of six (6) square feet.  Signs pertaining to the sale or lease of lots or dwellings within a residential development.  Such signs shall be removed within ten (10) days after the subject lot or building is leas...
	3. Permanent signs identifying only the name of a residential development.
	4. Church bulletins, signs identifying public or private schools, recreation facilities, churches, public buildings and facilities.
	5. Signs identifying farm products which are produced and sold on the premises.
	C. O-I Districts.
	The following types of signs shall be permitted and regulated within the O-I  zoning districts of the City:
	1. Signs identifying planned office centers.
	2. Temporary signs not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet pertaining to the construction, lease or sale of space within a planned office center, or an individual office on an individual lot. (Temporary Sign Permit required)
	3. Signs for individual offices, churches, hospitals, clubs, business establishments.
	4. Reserved.
	5. Arcade, mall, or directory signs for a planned office center.
	6. Off-premises directional signs, subject to the requirements set forth in Table 1219(5) and Section 1225(e).
	7. Signs containing noncommercial speech not exceeding 128 square feet.
	8. Billboards
	D.     C-1 and C-2 districts.
	The following types of signs shall be permitted and regulated within the C-1 and C-2 Zoning District of the City:
	1. Signs identifying planned office and/or commercial centers.
	2. Temporary signs up to thirty-two (32) square feet pertaining to the construction, sale or lease of space within an office and/or commercial centers. Sign shall be reduced to sixteen (16) square feet one (1) year after the final certificate of occup...
	3. Business signs for individual retail shops, service establishments, and offices.
	4. Arcade, mall or directory signs for planned office and/or commercial centers.
	5. Off-premise directional signs, subject to requirements set forth in Table 1219(5) and Section 1225(e).
	6. Signs containing noncommercial speech not exceeding 128 square feet.
	7. Billboards
	E. C-3, M1, and M2 districts.
	The following types of signs shall be permitted and regulated within the C-3, M1, and M2
	Zoning Districts of the City:
	1. Signs identifying planned industrial centers.
	2. Temporary signs up to thirty-two (32) square feet pertaining to the construction, sale or lease of space within a commercial or industrial center. Sign shall be reduced to sixteen (16) square feet one (1) year after the final certificate of occupan...
	3. Business signs for individual industrial establishments and businesses.
	4. Arcade, mall or directory signs for commercial, industrial or office centers.
	5. Off-premises directional signs, subject to requirements set forth in Table 1219(5) and Section 1225.
	6. Off-premises advertising signs. All off-premises signs will comply with the requirements set forth in Table 1219(6) and Section 1225.
	7. Signs containing non-commercial speech not exceeding 128 square feet.
	8. Billboards
	F.        PMUD District
	The following types of signs shall be permitted and regulated within the PMUD Zoning District of the City:
	1.   Signs identifying planned office and/or commercial centers.
	2. Temporary signs up to thirty-two (32) square feet pertaining to the construction, sale or lease of space within an office and/or commercial centers. Sign shall be reduced to sixteen (16) square feet one (1) year after the final certificate of occup...
	3. Business signs for individual retail shops, service establishments, and offices.
	4. Arcade, mall or directory signs for planned office and/or commercial centers.
	5. Off-premise directional signs, subject to requirements set forth in Table 1219(5) and Section 1225(e).
	6. Signs containing noncommercial speech not exceeding 128 square feet.
	7. Billboards
	A. A variance must be obtained for any off-premises sign from the Dacula City Council.
	B. A person or business applying for a variance must be located within the City limits.
	C. A variance may be granted only in an individual case of unusual hardship and where there exist extraordinary and exceptional conditions to the property in question.
	D. Location and spacing:
	1. No off-premises sign shall be placed within 100 feet of a residence, church, school, park or cemetery.
	2. No off-premises sign shall be located within 200 feet of another off-premises sign on either side of the street as measured along the right-of-way of the street or streets on which these signs are located.
	3. Off-premises signs shall be erected only in the buildable area of the lot.

	E. Height:  The height of an off-premises advertising sign at its highest point shall not exceed 12 feet.
	F. Size:  The size of the off-premises advertising sign will comply with the zoning district in which the sign is located.  Provided, however, no off-premises advertising sign shall exceed 200 square feet (in area), inclusive of any border and trim bu...
	G. Faces:  No off-premises advertising sign shall contain more than 2 faces, not to exceed more than 200 square feet on each side. Double-faced signs which advertise 2 products, businesses, or carry different noncommercial messages shall be considered...
	H. Setback:  All sign structures will be set back from the right-of-way and pavement in accordance with the requirements of the zoning district in which such is located.

	A. Ground signs located within one hundred (100) feet of a public right-of-way shall display the street address of the property.  Within a commercial center where multiple addresses exist, the highest and lowest street address numbers shall be identif...
	B. Street address numbers shall be of contrasting colors against the background.  Numbers shall be a minimum of eight (8) inches in height.  Numbers shall be visible from both directions of travel alone the street.
	C. Ground signs existing prior to the adoption of this Ordinance shall be brought into compliance with this Section within one year of the date of adoption of this Section.
	A. Administrative review. To hear and decide whether there is an error in any order, requirement, decision or determination made by the City Administrator in the enforcement of this Article.
	B. Variances.  To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variance from the terms of this Article as will not be contrary to the public interest, when due to special conditions a literal enforcement of the provisions of this Article will, in an i...
	1. There exist extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the property in question resulting from its size, shape, or topography which are not applicable to other lands or structures in the area.
	2. A literal interpretation of the provisions of this Article would deprive the applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other similar properties.
	3. Granting the variance requested will not confer upon the property of the applicant any significant privileges which are denied to other similar properties.
	4. The requested variance will be in harmony with the purpose and intent of this Article and will not be injurious to the neighborhood or to the general welfare.
	5. The special circumstances are not the result of actions of the applicant.
	6. The variance requested is the minimum variance which will make possible the logical use of the land, building or structure.
	7. The variance is not a request to permit a type of sign which otherwise is not permitted in the zoning district involved.
	8. An Administrative Variance of less than five (5) feet in height or ten (10) percent of the advisement area of the sign may be processed administratively at the discretion of the City Administrator.
	C. Appeal.  Any applicant aggrieved by the decision of the Mayor and Council in their review of decisions by the Mayor and City Council shall seek judicial review by filing for a writ of certiorari in the Superior Court of Gwinnett County within 30 da...
	D. Petitions for variance.  All petitions for review of variance requests shall be in written form and filed with the office of the City Administrator. The Mayor and City Council shall hear all such petitions within thirty (30) days of receipt by the ...
	E. Off-Premises advertising or off-premises directional signs.  The Mayor and City Council will approve and/or disapprove all requests for off-premises signs. The permittee will submit with each request for an off-premises sign the following information:
	1. The street address of the property on which the sign will be located and the zoning district in which such property is located.
	2. A plat of the property on which the sign will be located which shows where thereon the sign will be located and the distance from the property lines and the paved street.
	3. A design of the sign which shows the height of the sign, the area of the face of the sign, the color scheme of the sign, and the structural supports of the sign.
	4. A statement stating that all of the requirements of the zoning district in which the sign will be located have been complied with.
	5. A copy of the lease or other document from the owner of the sign which authorized the erection thereof.
	6. The cost of the sign and/or estimated cost if such is not known at the time the permit is requested which will be changed to actual cost as soon as such is known.
	7. No action will be taken on the erection of the sign by the owner of the property, the lessee, the sign owner, and/or any of their contractors, agents, or employees until the sign has been approved by the Mayor and City Council.
	F. Variances as to size and message.  The Mayor and City Council shall have the power to grant any variance as to the maximum size and message of signs.

