
City Council Meeting 

10 N. Public Square 

July 7, 2022 

6:00 P.M. – Work Session  

7:00 P.M. – Council Meeting 

 

WORK SESSION 

 

Mayor Matthew Santini opened Work Session at 6:01 P.M. Council Members discussed each 

item from the agenda with corresponding Staff Members.  

 

Mayor Santini closed Work Session at 6:25 P.M. 

 

OPENING MEETING 

 

Mayor Santini called the Council Meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Invocation by Council Member Roth. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member Stepp. 

 

The City Council met in Regular Session with Matthew Santini, Mayor presiding, and the 

following present: Kari Hodge, Council Member Ward One; Jayce Stepp, Council Member 

Ward Two; Cary Roth, Council Member Ward Three; Calvin Cooley, Council Member Ward 

Four; Gary Fox, Council Member Ward Five; Dan Porta, City Manager; Julia Drake, City 

Clerk; and Keith Lovell, Assistant City Attorney. 

 

Absent: Taff Wren, Council Member Ward Six 

     

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

1. June 16, 2022  

 

Council Member Cooley made a motion to approve the June 16, 2022 Council Minutes. 

Council Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

 

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES 

 

2. Model Home Permit Ordinance Amendment 

Randy Mannino, Planning and Development Director, stated this ordinance is needed to 

eliminate the final sentence that required final plat approval before utilities could be hooked 

up. 

Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve the Model Home Permit Ordinance 

Amendment. Council Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.  

Vote: 5-0 
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FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES 

 

Mayor Santini recused himself and left the Council Chambers. Mayor Pro-Tem, Calvin 

Cooley, called the next item. 

 

3. Two-Hour Parking Ordinance Amendment 
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Dan Porta, City Manager, stated the city received a request from a local business for four 

spaces dedicated to two-hour parking along Church Street. After reviewing current ordinances 

and looking at other areas within or near downtown Cartersville, the request for four two-hour 

parking spaces makes sense, especially when Cartersville High School is in session; approval 

was recommended of the change to the ordinance upon the second reading. 

Keith Lovell, Assistant City Attorney, stated that he would make an amendment to the 

ordinance to specify work hours only. 

 

This is a first reading and will be voted on at the July 21, 2022 City Council Meeting.  

 

Mayor Santini returned to the Council Chambers 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

4. Z22-01 Resolution Request by Applicant 

 

Mr. Mannino stated zoning case number Z22-01, for a proposed townhome development 

on Center Road, was denied earlier this year. Our ordinance does not allow resubmittal for the 

same request until 12 months have passed from the date of the final decision, unless the Mayor 

and Council waive or reduce the 12-month time interval by “Resolution”, to a minimum of 6 

months (State law does allow resubmittal after 6 months). The applicant’s general counsel has 

requested in writing that the interval be reduced to 6 months. Staff has no recommendation on 

this request. 

 

Rob McPherson, 862 Evenwood Trl., Marietta, came forward to represent the property 

owner and to speak for the request. 

 

David Hulsey, 226 S Bartow St., came forward to speak for the request. 

 

Council Member Stepp made a motion to approve the Z22-01 Resolution Request by 

Applicant. Council Member Hodge seconded the motion. Vote: 4-1 Council Member Roth 

opposed. 
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BID AWARD/PURCHASES 

 

5. City View Annual Software Maintenance 

Mr. Mannino stated this is the annual City View maintenance invoice for 8/1/22 through 

7/31/2023 in the amount of $20,869.16. This is a budgeted item and was recommended for 

approval. 

 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the City View Annual Software 

Maintenance. Council Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.  

Vote: 5-0 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

6. Money Purchase Plan with ICMA-RC 

Mr. Porta stated the city has been a member of ICMA-RC for many years allowing 

employees to contribute funds to deferred compensation plans and with some recent changes in 

Federal legislation, the city needs to agree to some changes to continue meeting IRS regulations. 

After reviewing the proposed changes, approval was recommended of the Resolution and 

supporting documentation to allow the city and our employees to continue participating in the 

ICMA-RC deferred compensation program. 

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the Money Purchase Plan with ICMA-RC. 

Council Member Roth seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 
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BID AWARD/PURCHASES 

7. Property and Casualty Insurance Coverage 

Mr. Porta stated Travelers Insurance has provided the city a competitive quote for cyber 

insurance coverage at $13,401 and approval was recommended for this coverage. This is a 

budgeted purchase. 

Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve the Property and Casualty Insurance 

Coverage. Council Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

8. USIS Contract for Workers Compensation Claims Administration 

Mr. Porta stated USIS is the third-party insurance claim processing company that handles all 

of our workers compensation claims at annual cost of $10,147.50. This company has been our 

claims administration company since 2007 when we went self-insured. This is a budgeted 

purchase. 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the USIS Contract for Workers 

Compensation Claims Administration. Council Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion 

carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

9. 48’ Bucket Truck Replacement 

Derek Hampton, Electric Department Director, stated the Electric Department is requesting 

authorization to purchase a replacement for Truck #522, which is a 41’ Service Bucket Truck 

that has been problematic.  We recommend approval to purchase the 48’ Service Bucket truck 

on a Freightliner chassis from Altec for a cost not to exceed $265,000. We plan to retain 

approximately 1/3 of the truck cost in reserves, then process the remaining amount on the 

delivery date in 2025. A portion of this purchase is budgeted in FY22-23 with the remainder in 

the FY23-24 budget. 

Council Member Stepp made a motion to approve the 48’ Bucket Truck Replacement. 

Council Member Cooley seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

10. Yanmar ViO-55 Mini Excavator 

 

Mr. Hampton stated the Electric Department is requesting authorization to purchase a 

Yanmar ViO-55 mini-excavator to replace a circa 2008 ViO-55.  This is a sole-sourced item 

from Vermeer Southeast, and the cost is $74,000.00.  This is a budgeted expense. 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the Yanmar ViO-55 Mini Excavator. 

Council Member Roth seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

11. Plotter for GIS 

Steven Grier, FiberCom Director, stated the FiberCom Department requests the purchase of 

a new plotter for GIS. This plotter will be replacing the existing plotter used by GIS which was 

purchased in March 2014. We recommend the purchase of the plotter from Repro Products for 
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$9,375.00. The price includes delivery, set-up, training, and a three-year warranty. Approval was 

recommended for this item, and it is to be paid from the 2020 SPLOST. 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the Plotter for GIS. Council Member 

Cooley seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

12. Office 365 

 

Mr. Grier stated the FiberCom Department requests the purchase of Microsoft Office 365 for 

all city end users.  This will streamline our supported versions of Microsoft Office as well as 

move our email into the cloud.  The total amount is $62,145.90 from CDWG and is an annual 

fee.  This is a budgeted item, and approval for this purchase was recommended. 

 

Council Member Cooley made a motion to approve the Office 365 Purchase. Council 

Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

 

13. Fiber Pathway Installation 

Mr. Grier stated this item is for the construction and installation of a fiber pathway in 5 

different locations south of the water treatment plant on Hwy 41.  These 5 locations are needed 

to build fiber to the City of Emerson. The total amount is $36,910.00 from NCI.  This is a 

budgeted item, and approval was recommended. 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the Fiber Pathway Installation. Council 

Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

Council Member Hodge made a motion to add four (4) items to the agenda. Council 

Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

14. WTP Process Air Compressor 

Sidney Forsyth, Water Department Director, stated the water treatment plant sludge 

collection and management process uses continuously pressurized air headers and valves. The 

current air compressor installed for this purpose is inoperable and in need of replacement. We 

are currently using smaller, temporary compressors for this work. 

Approval was recommended to purchase this compressor from Ingersoll Rand for $9,640.00. 

This is a budgeted expense to be paid from account 505.3310.52.2361. 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the WTP Process Air Compressor. Council 

Member Roth seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

 

15. Digester Gear Box 

Mr. Forsyth stated two of the eleven 150 HP aeration basin gearboxes removed from service 

during the recent plant upgrade were kept as spares for the digesters, which still have eight of 

the same gearboxes in service. 

This spare gearbox needs seals and bearings replaced, and shafts and gears refurbished in 

order to be a ready replacement on a digester. 
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Quotes were solicited for this work, with one quote received from Cole Technology for 

$54,778.04, with a 24-week lead time. For comparison, a new replacement gearbox would cost 

$145,000.00 and take 46 weeks to deliver. 

It was recommended to award Cole Technology this work for $54,778.04. This is a budgeted 

item to be paid from account 505.3330.52.2361. 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the Digester Gear Box. Council Member 

Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS 

16. WPCP Instrument Service 

Mr. Forsyth stated the recent upgrades at the water pollution control plant include a 

significant increase in the number and sophistication of installed analytical and control 

instrumentation. These instruments are necessary for the increased level of process monitoring 

and quality control mandated by our discharge permit. 

In order to maintain these instruments, we’ve asked the equipment manufacturer, Hach, for 

an annual calibration and service quote. The quote includes calibration, any necessary repairs, 

and preventative maintenance for both in-line and bench-top instrumentation. Approval was 

recommended of Hach’s service quote of $15,663.45. They are a sole source provider for this 

equipment. This is a budgeted expense to be paid from 505.3330.52.2361 

 

Council Member Cooley made a motion to approve the purchase of WPCP Instrument 

Service. Council Member Roth seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

17. Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) for the Water Department Administrative 

Complex 

Freddy Morgan, Assistant City Manager, stated this this is the professional services 

agreement between the City and Reeves Young to perform CMAR services needed for the Water 

Department Administrative Complex. 

Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve the Construction Manager at Risk 

(CMAR) for the Water Department Administrative Complex. Council Member Fox seconded 

the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

18. Encroachment Agreement 

 

Mr. Lovell stated this agreement will allow the owners of Jackson Farm to irrigate the islands 

in the right of way. 

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the Encroachment Agreement. Council 

Member Roth seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

PUBLIC HEARING 

19. Renewal of Downtown Business Improvement District 
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Mr. Lovell stated having obtained the necessary 51% of signatures from property owners, 

the DDA is seeking approval from Council to renew the Downtown Business Improvement 

District. 

 

Public hearing opened. 

 

Lillie Read, Downtown Development Authority Director, came forward to speak for this 

item on behalf of the 51% of business owners in favor of this item. 

 

With no one else to come forward, the public hearing was closed.  

 

ADDED ITEMS 

 

20. Festival Zone – Intercultural Festival 

 

Ms. Read stated that the Intercultural Festival is to be held on Sunday, July 17th, 2022 from 

1:00PM – 7:00PM and recommended approval. 

 

Costanza Sweeney, event coordinator, came forward to express what this festival means to 

her.  

 

Mayor Santini and Council Members voiced the importance of the boundaries required to 

allow alcohol in the downtown area on Sunday to which Ms. Sweeney stated she understood. 

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the Intercultural Festival. Council Member 

Stepp seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 
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21. BLESS Coalition Boil N’ Jam 

 

Ms. Read stated approval was recommended for the Bless Coalition Boil N’ Jam on Friday, 

July 22, 2022 from 3:00PM – 10:00PM. 

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the BLESS Coalition Boil N’ Jam. 

Council Member Roth seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

 
Mayor Santini recused himself and left the Council Chambers. Mayor Pro-Tem Cooley 

called the next item. 
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22. Employee Lunch Boxes 

 

Mr. Porta stated our City employees are hard workers and the reason why Cartersville 

operates as well as it does. Everyone deserves something, aside from their work shirts, that 

allows them to show off their pride for the City. The lunchbox/coolers would be very handy, as 

many bring their lunch to work. Stitched on the front of each lunchbox, was a stamped leather 

patch embossed with the City seal. This is not a budgeted item but funds were available for this 

purchase.  

 

In addition, feedback has been wonderful, being told it was a complete morale booster. 

This item is just a small way of saying ‘thank you’ and showing appreciation for their 

dedication. 

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the Employee Lunchbox Purchase. 

Council Member Roth seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

 

Mayor Santini returned to the Council Chambers. 

 

23. AT&T Easement 

 

Mr. Lovell stated that AT&T has located a small wireless facility located at a point easterly 

right of way of Lee St from which the southerly right of way of Cherokee Avenue. An 

easement is needed to access this location.  

 

Council Member Stepp made a motion to approve the AT&T Easement. Council Member 

Roth seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 5-0 

 

OTHER 

 

Mayor Santini asked if there was any other business that needed to be brought forward to 

Mayor and Council. 

 

 Dan Williams, Bartow County, came forward to bring awareness of stalking and 

harassment through the use of artificial telepathy or Voice to Skull (V2K) Technology. 

Continuing, he stated that he had been tortured and harassed for the past 3 years through V2K 

and has been unsuccessful in getting law enforcement to help aid in the help to stop this 

madness. When this began, he was living within the City of Cartersville, but has since moved 

into Bartow County jurisdiction.  

 

Mr. Lovell stated that although we sympathize with this suffering, Mr. Williams would 

benefit from contacting one or more of the following: Bartow County, State Representative, 

Federal Representative, GBI or FBI.  

FINAL COMMENTS 

Council Member Stepp stated Little League All-Stars begins in a week and congratulated 

the teams that would be participating.  
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Mayor Santini thanked Public Safety for their dedication and commitment to keeping 

everyone safe on the Independence Day. In closing, he stated on Saturday, Unity in the 

Community would be held from 10:00AM – 1:00PM and invited everyone to join. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no other business to discuss, Council Member Stepp made a motion to adjourn. 

 

 Meeting Adjourned at 7:50 P.M. 

     

 

/s/ _________________________ 

       Matthew J. Santini 

Mayor 

ATTEST:       

/s/ ____________________________ 

Julia Drake 

City Clerk 


