
 
 

MEMO 
 

To:  BZA 

From:  Randy Mannino/David Hardegree/Meredith Ulmer 

CC:  Keith Lovell 

Date:  April 27, 2021 

Re:  File # V21-08  

 

#V21-08: To increase the sign area of a wall sign from 200sf to 244 sf.  

 

Section 1:  Project Summary 
 

 Variance application Anverse, Inc. for the Savoy Museum property located at 101 Savoy 

Lane, zoned G-C, General Commercial. Said property contains approximately 36.94 acres.  The 

applicant would like to install a wall sign over the allowable square footage of 200 sq ft. The 

sign proposed is 244.1 sq ft. The sign will be installed on the museum wall facing Hwy 20 

(West), but will also be visible from north bund traffic on Hwy 411 and possibly traffic from 

Hwy 41.  The percentage increase of the wall sign is approximately 22%.  

 The only wall sign will be located between the main entrance and the round portion 

(theater) of the building.  It will be located on the theater exterior (round portion of the building). 

There will not be a sign over the main entrance.  There are no current plans for a sign on the 411 

side of the building.  There most likely will be a sign on the corner of 411 and Hwy 20 but that 

has not been designed and likely will not exceed the current sign ordinance. 

 

 
The variance request is for the following:  

1. To increase the allowable wall sign area from 200sf. to 244sf.  

 

Section 2.  Department Comments  

 

Electric Department: No comments received. 

Fibercom: Takes no exception.  

Fire Department: No comments received.  
 
Gas Department: Takes No Exception. 



V21-08 

 

Public Works Department: No comments received.  
 

Water Department: No comments received.  

 

Section 3.   Public Comments Received by Staff  

None.  

 

Section 4.  Variance Justification:   
 
Please review the following findings, as stated in the Zoning Ordinance, that are to be utilized in 
determining justification for approval or denial of variance request(s). 
 

Sec. 20-26. - Wall signs; canopy signs; awning signs; projecting signs; and window signs. 

All signs under this section require a permit. Wall signs, canopy signs and awning signs for all 

nonresidential use properties except the DBD district shall comply with the following: 

(1) Area. Wall signs shall have an aggregate area not to exceed two (2) square feet for each 

linear foot of building face, not to exceed two hundred (200) square feet in area. Canopy and 

awning signage shall be deducted from allocated wall sign area. 

Sec. 21.3. - Powers and duties of the board of zoning appeals.  

The board of zoning appeals shall have the following powers and duties:  

21.3.1.  Appeals. To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any order, 
requirement, decision, or determination made by the zoning administrator in the enforcement 
of this chapter. Appeals to the board of appeals may be taken by any person aggrieved or by any 
officer, department, board, or agency of the City of Cartersville affected by any decision of the 
zoning administrator. Such appeal shall be taken within thirty (30) days of said decision by filing 
with the zoning administrator a written notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof. 
Decisions on appeals shall be issued in writing within ten (10) business days of the hearing on 
the appeal.  

21.3.2.  Continuance of a nonconforming use. The board of zoning appeals may allow a 
nonconforming use to be reestablished after discontinuance for twelve (12) consecutive 
months. The procedure for the request shall be the same as if it was a variance. If it is deemed 
by the board of zoning appeals that one (1) or more of the following apply, the board may grant 
said request.  

A.  The design, construction, and character of the building is not suitable for uses permitted in 
the district in which the nonconforming use is situated; and  

B.  Undue hardships to the property owner would result in not allowing the building to be 
reopened for a nonconforming use; and  
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C.  Adjacent property would not be unduly damaged by such use of the building; and  

D.  The use is to be identical or similar to the prior nonconforming use of the building.  

21.3.3.  Variances. The board of appeals has the power to hear requests for variances from the 
provisions of this chapter. Variance may be granted only if the board finds all of the following to 
exist:  

A.  That one (1) of the following is true, through no action or fault of the property owner or 
predecessor:  

1.  The property is exceptionally narrow, shallow or unusually shaped;  

2.  The property contains exceptional topographic conditions;  

3.  The property contains other extraordinary or exceptional conditions; or  

4.  There are existing other extraordinary or exceptional circumstances; and  

B.  That the strict application of the requirements of this chapter would result in practical 
difficulties to, or undue hardship upon, the owner of this property; and  

C.  That the requested variance relief may be granted without substantially impairing the 
intent and purpose of this chapter.  

Variance decisions shall be issued in writing within ten (10) business days of the hearing.  

21.3.4.  Conditions. In granting a variance, the board of appeals may attach such conditions 
regarding the location, character and other features of the proposed building, structure, 
property, development standards or use as it may deem advisable so that the purpose of this 
chapter will be served, public safety and welfare secured and substantial justice done.  

21.3.5.  Limitations on variances; improper variance requests. Variances cannot be given to totally 
remove a requirement or to exempt a property or applicant entirely from a requirement. If a 
variance is being sought that is, in the judgment of the zoning administrator, a request that 
would constitute a text amendment, then the application shall not be accepted. The applicant 
shall instead be directed to file for a text amendment. Furthermore, the board of appeals shall 
not be authorized to grant a density variance or a use variance to permit a use in a district in 
which the use is prohibited. A variance application shall not be accepted if the variance seeks 
something that cannot be varied. A variance application shall not be accepted if the variance is 
contradictory to the ordinance.  

21.3.6.  Self-inflicted hardship. The board shall not grant variances when the hardship was created 
by the property owner or his predecessor, and shall not grant hardship variances based on shape 
or topography for lots of record not existing prior to November 7, 1996. Configuring a 
subdivision to create lots that are difficult to build is an example of a hardship created by the 
property owner or predecessor, that does not justify a variance.  

 

Sections 21.3.7, Place of worship, and 21.3.8, Group homes, omitted.  Not applicable. 

 
 
 



Chapter 20, Signs and Outdoor Advertising.  Article II, Sign Ordinance. 
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Consideration should be given to the following criteria when reviewing a sign variance 

application: 

 

Sec. 20-39. Variance. 

(a) Limitations. The board of zoning appeals shall be allowed to grant variances to this article.  

(b) Procedure. Except as modified by this article, the procedures for requesting a variance 
from the standards of this article shall be the same procedures as that for seeking a 
variance from the city's ordinances regulating zoning.  

(c) Standards. The standards which shall be considered for granting a variance from the 
standards of this article shall be only the following:  

(1) Relief to this article may only be granted where existing foliage or structures bring 
about a hardship whereby a sign meeting the maximum letter size, square footage 
and height requirements cannot be read from an adjoining road;  

(2) The application of the particular provision of this sign ordinance to a particular piece 
of property, due to extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to that 
property because of its size, shape, or topography, would create an unnecessary 
hardship for the owner while causing no detriment to the public; or  

(3) Conditions resulting from existing foliage or structures bring about a hardship 
whereby a sign meeting minimum letter size, square footage and height requirements 
can not be read from adjoining public road.  

(d) Timing. The board of zoning appeals shall hear and decide upon a variance within eighty 
(80) days of the submission of a complete and accurate application.  

(e) The fee assessed pursuant to this section is as referenced on the fee schedule in the City of 
Cartersville Code subsection 17-90(c).  

(Ord. No. 26-12, 5-3-12) 

Source: 
https://library.municode.com/ga/cartersville/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH20SIOUAD_ARTIISIOR_
S20-39VA 
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