
City Council Meeting 

10 N. Public Square 

January 6, 2022 

6:00 P.M. – Work Session  

7:00 P.M. – Council Meeting 

 

WORK SESSION 
 

Mayor Matthew Santini opened Work Session at 6:01 P.M. Council Members discussed each item 

from the agenda with corresponding Staff Members.  

 

Council Member Hodge made a motion to go into closed session for the purposes of Property. 

Council Member Roth seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 6-0 

 

Mayor Santini closed Work Session at 6:40 P.M. 

 

OPENING MEETING 
 

Mayor Santini called the Council Meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Invocation by Council Member Cooley. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member Stepp. 

 

The City Council met in Regular Session with Matthew Santini, Mayor presiding and the 

following present: Kari Hodge, Council Member Ward One; Jayce Stepp, Council Member Ward 

Two; Cary Roth, Council Member Ward Three; Calvin Cooley, Council Member Ward Four; Gary 

Fox, Council Member Ward Five; Freddy Morgan, Assistant City Manager; Julia Drake, City Clerk 

and Keith Lovell, Assistant City Attorney. 

 

Via phone: Taff Wren, Council Member Ward Six 

     

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

SWEARING IN OF ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 
1. Swearing in of Elected Officials 

Julia Drake, City Clerk, stated the elected officials from the November 2, 2021 Elections must be 

sworn in. Those elected were Mayor Matthew Santini, Kari Hodge – Ward 1, Cary Roth – Ward 3, and 

Gary Fox – Ward 5. 

Mrs. Drake swore in each of the elected officials.  

 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
2. December 16, 2021 
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A motion was made by Council Member Hodge to approve the December 16, 2021 Council 

Minutes. Council Member Cooley seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 6-0 

 

BID AWARD/PURCHASES 

 

3. GMA Membership Dues 

 

Freddy Morgan, Assistant City Manager, stated these are the 2022 dues for membership in the 

Georgia Municipal Association (GMA).  The total is $8,237.15 for the year and is based on the 

City’s population. 

 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the GMA Membership Dues. Council 

Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 6-0 

 

4. 8-Inch Steel Pipe Purchase 

Michael Dickson, Gas Department Director, stated the Gas System requested bids for the 

purchase of 825 feet of 8-inch steel pipe to relocate facilities in conflict with the Bartow County road 

project being constructed on GA Hwy 293 at Beavers Drive. Three bids were requested, only one 

was received. Consolidated Pipe and Supply of Lawrenceville, Georgia submitted a bid of 

$27,720.00. This is a budgeted purchase and Council's approval was recommended. 

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the 8-Inch Steel Pipe Purchase. Council 

Member Cooley seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 6-0 

 

5. Line Stopper Fittings 

Mr. Dickson stated the Gas System requested bids for the purchase of two 8-inch Mueller Line 

Stopper Fittings. The fittings are associated with the relocation of City facilities in conflict with 

Bartow County's road project on Hwy 293 at Beavers Drive. Three bids were requested, but only two 

were received. The Mueller Company, LLC of Decatur, Illinois submitted the low bid of $9,744.91. 

This is a budgeted purchase and Council's approval is recommended. 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the Line Stopper Fittings. Council Member Fox 

seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 6-0 

 

6. Contract Labor for Tapping and Stopping 

 

Mr. Dickson stated the relocation of City facilities for Bartow County's road project on Hwy. 

293 at Beavers Drive requires the tapping and stopping of two (2) 8” line stopper fittings. The Gas 

System does not have the tools or expertise to perform this operation, therefore, we requested a 

quotation from a local contractor who performs this operation as a sole source provider. 

Southeastern Natural Gas Services of Rome, Inc. of Lindale, Georgia provided a quote in the 

amount of $11,000.00 to perform the tapping and stopping operation. They have satisfactorily 

completed several tapping, tapping and stopping operations and construction projects for the Gas 

System. This is a budgeted item and Council's approval of this quote is recommended. 

 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the Contract Labor for Tapping and Stopping. 

Council Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 6-0 
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CHANGE ORDER 
 

7. WTP Filter Controls Final Adjustment Change Order 

Sidney Forsyth, Water Department Director, stated On December 19, 2019, Council approved the 

filter control upgrade contract with MR Systems, Inc. The contract was revised on February 20, 2020 

to include additional bond and tax costs. 

Project construction and the associated test period have been completed. The final adjustment 

change order and payment reflects a total project cost of $639,786.50, which is $46,219.50 more than 

the previously approved, revised project amount of $593,567.00. 

The net cost increase is due to:  

1. Sales tax exemption credit of $18,416.00. 

2. Ethernet switch security upgrade for $7,754.00. 

3. Redesign and install control pedestals and covers due to floor holes left by old, larger 

control consoles for $28,822.50. 

4. Graphics upgrade to improve SCADA compatibility with new filter operating system 

for $28,059.00. 

Approval was requested for the final change order and payment amount of $22,699.94 to MR 

Systems Inc. The budgeted item is to be paid by 2018 Revenue Bond funds through account #505-

3310-54-1317. 

 

 Council Member Cooley made a motion to approve the WTP Filter Controls Final Adjustment 

Change Order. Council Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 6-0 

 

 

CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS 

 
8. Cartersville Municipal Court Contracts for Judges 

Keith Lovell, Assistant City Attorney, stated this is the renewal of the Municipal Court Contract 

for the judges that provide their services in the Cartersville Municipal Court. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Fox to approve the Cartersville Municipal Court 

Contract for Judges. Council Member Roth seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

Vote: 6-0 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
 

9. Appointment and Swearing in of Municipal Court Judge 

 

Mr. Lovell stated this is the annual reappointment of Municipal Court Judge Harry White, as 

required according to statute per Keith Lovell. 
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10. Appointment and Swearing in of Assistant Municipal Court Judge 

 

Mr. Lovell stated this is the annual reappointment of Assistant Municipal Court Judge Harry 

White, as required according to statute per Keith Lovell. 

Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve the appointment of the Municipal Court 

Judge and Assistant Municipal Court Judge. Council Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion 

carried unanimously. Vote: 6-0 

Mrs. Drake swore in Municipal Court Judge, Harry White and Assistant Municipal Court Judge, 

Jay Choate. 

PUBLIC HEARING – 2ND READING OF ZONING/ANNEXATION REQUESTS 

 

11. AZ21-07: 77 Lipscomb Cir (De-Annexation) Applicant: Vine Street Investors LLC 

Randy Mannino, Planning and Development Director, stated the applicant requests that property 

be de-annexed for a townhome project in the County. The property is 1.6+/- acres. Staff does not 

oppose the de-annexation. 

 

Public hearing was opened. Karl Lutjens of 114 Old Mill Rd came forward to answer any 

questions from the Board.  

 

With no questions and no one else to come forward, the public hearing was closed.  

 

A motion was made by Council Member Fox to approve the AZ21-07: 77 Lipscomb Cir (De-

Annexation). Council Member Hodge seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 6-0 
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12. Downtown Entertainment Zone – Ordinance Amendment 

 

Mr. Mannino stated the current Downtown Entertainment Zone ordinance expires January 7, 

2022. It was reviewed on December 8th by members of the Alcohol Control Board and their 

recommendations are included for your review and consideration. 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the Downtown Entertainment Zone – 

Ordinance Amendment to reflect the following from pages 52-56 of the agenda packet.  
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1. Time Change reflective of 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. 

2. Paragraph 6b – No sales allowed. 

3. Paragraph 6c – Delete entirely. 

4. Paragraph 6d will become 6c.  

5. Allow cup size to increase to 20oz branded cup with a maximum 16oz pour.  

6. Allow the Downtown Entertainment Zone to become a permanent part of Cartersville 

without required annual approval.  

 Council Member Cooley seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 6-0 
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RESOLUTION 

13. Approval of Capital Improvements Element (CIE) and Community Work Program (CWP) 

Annual Update Transmittal Resolution  
 

Mr. Mannino stated Cartersville adopted Impact Fees in the last quarter of 2006. Said fees became 

effective January 2007. In accordance with the Development Impact Fee Regulations as outlined by 

the State, we are required to file an annual update to the Capital Improvements Element (CIE) of the 

Comprehensive Plan and Community Work Program (CWP). The update gives the impact fee receipts 

and expenditures (none) for fiscal year 2021 (July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021), as well as updates 

the CWP. We are required to hold a public hearing regarding the update and forward it with a 

transmittal resolution to the Northwest Georgia Regional Commission (NWGRC) and the 

Department of Community Affairs (DCA). After review from the NWGRC and DCA, the document 

then needs to be adopted by the Council, and a copy sent to the NWGRC (just like the Comp Plan 

process).  

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the Approval of Capital Improvements 

Element (CIE) and Community Work Program (CWP) Annual Update Transmittal Resolution.  

Council Member Roth seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 6-0 
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CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS 
 

14. City Manager Agreement 

Mr. Lovell stated the new City Manager Agreement is presented for review and approval.  If 

approved, it will be effective until January 4, 2024. 
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 Council Member Cooley made a motion to approve the City Manager Agreement. Council 

Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 6-0 

 

Prior to closing the meeting, Mayor Santini asked if anyone had anything they would like to 

add.  

Jim, Nate, and Mary Beth McDonald, 11 Galway Cir, came forward, to express a need for 

touchless water bottle fillers along the paths at some of Cartersville Parks. Prices to retro the 

existing water fountains would cost $100 - $1,500.  

Mayor Santini thanked the McDonalds for their time and effort to bring forth an idea of 

improvement for our parks and citizens. 

With no other business to discuss, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn. 

 

  Meeting Adjourned at 7:26 P.M. 

        

/s/ _________________________ 

       Matthew J. Santini 

Mayor 

ATTEST:       

/s/ ____________________________ 

Julia Drake 

City Clerk 


