
ZONING & ANNEXATION SYNOPSIS 
 

Petition Number(s):   AZ24-02 
 
 
 
APPLICANT INFORMATION AND PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 
Applicant:  Switch Ltd 
 
Representative: Brandon Bowen, Esq. 
 
Location:    1.  72 Bates Road, Tax Parcel ID  0075-1102-001 containing 24.05 +/- acres; 

2. 78 Bates Road, Tax Parcel IDs  0075-1102-001 and 0075-1102-002 
containing 5.0+/- acres;  
3.  80 Bates Road, Tax Parcel ID  0075-1102-003 containing 5.0+/- acres.   
 

 
Total Acreage:  34.05 -/+ Acres  
 
 

LAND USE INFORMATION 
 
Current Zoning: County A-1 (Agriculture)   
  
Proposed Zoning: “T” (Technology) 
    
Proposed Use:    Addition to Data Warehouse campus 
 
Current Zoning of Adjacent Property: 

 
North:  “T” (Technology) 
South: “T” (Technology) 
East:  County A-1  
West:  “T” (Technology) 
 
 

For All Tracts: 
 
District:   4th      Section: 3rd      LL(S):  1102 and 1131     
Ward: 2         Council Member: Jayce Stepp 
 
 
The Future Development Map designates adjacent properties as: Neo-traditional 
Neighborhood 
 
The Future Land Use Map designates adjacent or nearby city properties as:  Low and 
Medium Density Residential 



ANALYSIS 
 
City Departments Reviews 
 
Electric:  Not in Service Area 
 
Fibercom: No comments received. 
 
Fire: No comments received.  
 
Gas:  Takes no exception.  
 
Planning and Development:  Takes no exception.  
 
Public Works: Not in Service Area.  Bates Road is a County road. 
 
Water and Sewer: Not in Service Area 
 
Cartersville School District:   N/A  
 
Bartow County School District: No comments received.   
 
Bartow County:  No objections.   
 
 
 
Public comments:  None received as of 4-24-24. 
 
 
 
REQUEST SUMMARY: 
 
Applicant requests to annex (4) properties located at 72, 78 & 80 Bates Road and totaling 
34.05 acres (+/-).  The properties are privately owned by three individual owners and used 
as residential properties.  Three homes are present on the four properties. The applicants’ 
intent is to combine these properties with the existing Switch Ltd properties that will be 
developed as a data warehouse campus.  
 
“T", Technology, zoning is requested for the parcels. The existing zoning is County A-1 
(Agriculture).   
 
Bartow County Water Department and Greystone Power are the current utility providers. 
 
For now, the existing access easement and driveway will remain in place to serve 
properties identified as 82 and 84 Bates Rd, Parcel IDs 0075-1102-006 and 0075-1102-
004, respectively. 
 
 



STANDARDS FOR EXERCISE OF ZONING POWERS. 
 
A. Whether the zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and 

development of adjacent and nearby property. 
 The zoning proposal will permit a use (Technology) that is suitable in view of 

the use and development of adjacent and nearby property.   
 
B. Whether the zoning proposal will create an isolated district unrelated to adjacent and 

nearby districts. 
 The proposed application will not create an isolated district.   
 
C. Whether the zoning proposal will adversely affect the existing use or usability of 

adjacent or nearby property. 
 The proposed zoning should not adversely affect the existing use or usability 

of adjacent property.  
 
D. Whether the property to be affected by the zoning proposal has a reasonable 

economic use as currently zoned. 
 Under the current County A-1 zoning, the property does have a reasonable 

economic use as residential.   
 
E. Whether the zoning proposal will result in a use which will or could cause an 

excessive or burdensome use of existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities, or 
schools. 
The zoning proposal will not result in a use that will have an excessive or 
burdensome use of streets, transportation facilities, utilities or schools.   
 

F. Whether the zoning proposal is in conformity with the adopted local Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan. 

 The proposed zoning does not conform to the city’s land use plan for the area. 
(Residential); however, an update to the map is required following the 
rezoning of approx. 1,967 acres to Technology District for the Switch data 
warehouse campus. 

 
G. Whether the zoning proposal will result in a use which will or could adversely affect 

the environment, including but not limited to drainage, wetlands, groundwater 
recharge areas, endangered wildlife habitats, soil erosion and sedimentation, 
floodplain, air quality, and water quality and quantity. 

 The zoning proposal should not have an adverse environmental effect.  
 
H.  Whether there are other existing or changing conditions affecting the use and 

development of the property which give supporting grounds for either approval or 
disapproval of the zoning proposal. 
No additional conditions are known. 

 
 
 



RECOMMENDATION:  Staff does not oppose the annexation or Technology District (T) 
zoning as long as the following conditions are applied to zoning.  Similar conditions were 
adopted with the original zoning per file Z23-02, approved 11-2-23.: 
 
Zoning Conditions: 
The following conditions are herein imposed on said tracts and are part of the approval of zoning: 
 

1. All minimum zoning development standards for the "T" zoning district are followed per Text 
Amendment, T23-04. 

2. A minimum 100 ft. natural landscape buffer for the purposes of visual screening remain in 
place along all adjacent residential use or zoned properties. The 100 ft. buffer may include 
the building setback. 

3. If the minimum 100 ft. natural landscape buffer is disturbed, then the buffer is to be planted 
with landscape material appropriate to re-establish the buffer and visual screen. 

4. Public entrance shall be on Old Alabama Road. No public access from the Bates Road 
driveway;  

5. Access to landlocked properties are to be negotiated between Switch LTD and affected 
property owners, as requested by the property owner. 

6. Access to the NRCS flood control structures be negotiated between Switch LTD and the 
NRCS or their representative, as required. 

7. All site plans for future development phases after Phase 1 are to be shared with the Paulding 
County Community Development office. 

8. The subject property’s principal use shall be limited to data processing, storage, hosting and 
related services and accessory uses shall include principal uses listed as permitted uses in the 
Technology district ordinance which are associated with data processing, storage, hosting 
and related services as well as security and customary accessory uses. 
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