
City Council Meeting 

195 Cassville Rd. - PSHQ 

April 6, 2023 

6:00 P.M. – Work Session 

7:00 P.M. – Council Meeting 

 

WORK SESSION 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Calvin Cooley opened Work Session at 6:01 P.M. Council Members 

discussed each item from the agenda with corresponding Staff Members.  

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Cooley closed Work Session at 6:34 P.M. 

 

OPENING MEETING 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Cooley called the Council Meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Invocation by Council Member Fox. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member Roth. 

 

The City Council met in Regular Session with Calvin Cooley, Mayor Pro-Tem presiding, and 

the following present: Kari Hodge, Council Member Ward One; Cary Roth, Council Member 

Ward Three; Gary Fox, Council Member Ward Five; Dan Porta, City Manager; Julia Drake, 

City Clerk; and Keith Lovell, Assistant City Attorney. 

 

Absent: Mathew Santini, Mayor; Jayce Stepp, Council Member Ward Two; Taff Wren, 

Council Member Ward Six 

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

1. March 16, 2023, Council Meeting Minutes 

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the March 16, 2023, Meeting Minutes. 

Council Member Roth seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 

 

PROCLAMATIONS 

 

2. Motorcycle Awareness Month 

Mr. Cooley stated this proclamation is to promote safety and awareness for everyone on the 

highways and sharing the road with motorcycles and presented it to the Motorcycle Safety 

Commission.  
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DISCUSSION 

 

3. Mission Road Sidewalk 

 

Mr. Porta stated the following is a petition signed by City residents petitioning the City to 

install a sidewalk to connect the existing sidewalk at 260 W. Cherokee Ave or at 321 W. 

Cherokee Ave all the way to Burnt Hickory Road. 

 

Mark Staples. 14 Twelve Oaks Dr came forward to present the petition for sidewalks. This 

sidewalk would allow access to the public library and even the downtown area.  

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to add two items to the agenda. Those items were the 

Mission Road Sidewalk and MOU Opioid Litigation. Council Member Roth seconded the 

motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to allow the City Manager to proceed with a 

feasibility study for the Mission Road Sidewalk. Council Member Roth seconded the motion. 

Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – 2ND READING OF ZONING/ANNEXATION REQUESTS 

 

4. Z23-01. 405-B Old Mill Rd. Applicant: Berrey Properties Inc. 

 

Randy Mannino, Planning and Development Director stated the applicant requests a change 

in zoning from G-C (General Commercial) to L-I (Light Industrial) for approximately .86 acres 

located at 405 B Old Mill Road in Land Lot 632 of the 4th District, 3rd Section. Tax ID No. 

C022-0004-027. The request is to allow the expansion of Steel Materials, Inc. located at 1120 

West Ave. adjacent to and north of the subject property. Staff recommended approval of the 

existing condition to remain: A 15-foot utility easement is required along the S.W. property 

line to access the existing power line. The Planning Commission recommends approval 6-0. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Cooley opened the public hearing. With no one else to come forward to 

speak for or against the application, the public hearing was closed. 

 

 Council Member Fox made a motion to approve Z23-01. Council Member Roth seconded 

the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 
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5. Z23-02. 8 Mimosa Terrace. Applicant: William Moore 

 

Mr. Mannino stated the applicant requests a change in zoning from R-15 (Single Family 

Residential) to G-C (General Commercial) for approximately 0.5 acres located at 8 Mimosa 

Terrace in Land Lot 241 of the 4th District, 3rd Section. Tax ID No. C030-0007-007. The 

applicant proposes to open a hair salon studio on the property. Hair salons are not allowed in 

the R-15 zoning district. Various home occupations have been allowed previously. Staff does 

not oppose the rezoning if the following conditions are included with an approval:  

 

1. A natural or planted landscape buffer remains in place along the adjacent residential use 

properties.  

2. Hours of operation are limited to reasonable and customary hours.  

3. All G-C uses except “Offices, General” and “Barber Shops and Beauty Salons” are 
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prohibited.  

 

The Planning Commission recommended approval 6-0. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Cooley opened the public hearing. With no one else to come forward to 

speak for or against the application, the public hearing was closed. 

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve Z23-02. Council Member Roth seconded 

the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 
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SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES 

 

6. Panhandling 

 

Keith Lovell, Assistant City Attorney, stated the proposed amendment to the Panhandling 

Ordinance, if approved, will provide additional regulations on the practice of panhandling, and 

is recommended for your approval. 

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the Panhandling ordinance. Council 

Member Hodge seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 
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FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES 

 

7. Parks and Recreation Ordinance Updates 

 

Mr. Lovell stated several sections of the Parks & Recreation Ordinance Sections 15-4, 15-5 

and 15-6 have been updated. The amendments to this ordinance include no flying drones, 

paragliders, or metal detection in city parks. The changes are necessary to protect citizens that 

are using our parks and to not allow individuals to search our parks for Indian artifacts. 

 

This is a first reading and will be voted on at the next scheduled City Council Meeting on 

Thursday, April 20, 2023. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

  

8. Steve Roberts 

 

Mr. Porta suggested appointing Steve Roberts as the new Parks and Recreation Director. 

His start date would be April 17th.  

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve Steve Roberts. Council Member Roth 

seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 

 

Steve Roberts came forward to thank the Mayor Pro-Tem, Council Members, and Dan 

Porta for the opportunity to serve an amazing community.  

 

9. DDA Board Member 

Lillie Read, Downtown Development Authority Director, stated The DDA Board would like 

to recommend the following candidate for appointment to the board beginning in April. Carrie 

Barnes will be replacing Justin Owen and her term will end February 18, 2027. 

 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the DDA Board Member. Council 

Member Fox seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 
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RESOLUTIONS 

 

10. Creation of Festival Zones 

Ms. Read stated this request was for the creation of upcoming festival zones. The festival 

zones being requested were as follows:  

 April 22 - BBQ and Brews 

 April 27 - Chamber Cookout 

 October 15 – Ham Jam (Cartersville Bicycle Service and Supply) 

Furthermore, it was requested to add October 21, 2023, BBQ and Brew event.  

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the Creation of Festival Zones as 

amended. Council Member Hodge seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

Vote: 4-0 
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OTHER 

 

11. Downtown 10-Year Plan Funding Request 

Ms. Read stated the DDA is requesting a $15,000 contribution towards the funding of a 10-

year plan. This is part of a funding application to the Appalachian Regional Commission which 

will provide a 50% match towards the total project cost of $95,000.  If approved, the ARC will 

contribute $47,500 towards the project, to be matched by a community contribution of $47,500. 

Bartow County has committed to a $15,000 contribution, DDA is requesting $15,000 from the 

City of Cartersville and they will cover the additional $17,500.   

 

Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve the Downtown 10-Year Plan Funding 

Request. Council Member Fox seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-

0 

 

12. Deed of Dedication 

 

Mr. Lovell stated this Deed of Dedication is for the Taco Bell which will be located at 898 

Joe Frank Harris Parkway and includes the two areas listed on the plats. 

 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the Deed of Dedication. Council Member 

Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 

 

CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS 

 

13. 115 Woodland Drive 

 

Mr. Porta stated this was an acceptance of the 115 Woodland Drive contract for sale as a 

part of a Public Works ARPA Project.  

 

Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve 115 Woodland Drive contract. Council 

Member Fox seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 

 

14. GMA Customer Service Training 

 

Mr. Porta stated the Georgia Municipal Association (GMA) will provide customer service 

training to all City employees and recommended approval of this agreement with GMA.  

 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the GMA Customer Service Training. 

Council Member Fox seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 

 

15. 1st Amendment to Jackson Farms Development Agreement  

Mr. Porta stated the developer of Jackson Farm Subdivision requests an additional six months 

to complete the road topping work that is part of the original Development Agreement. After 

discussing this internally with staff, we do not have any concerns with extending the terms of 

the agreement and recommend approval of the First Amendment to Development Agreement. 
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Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the 1st Amendment to Jackson Farms 

Development Agreement. Council Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried 

unanimously. Vote: 4-0 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

16. Deannexation of Water Department Tracts 

 

Mr. Lovell stated this resolution will authorize and approve the deannexation of the Water 

Department properties from Emerson. 

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the Deannexation of Water Department 

Tracts. Council Member Roth seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-

0 
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BID AWARD/PURCHASES 

 

17. West Avenue Sewer Replacement 

Brent Beck, Water Department Project Manager, stated a section of sanitary sewer in West 

Avenue between Erwin Street and the railroad, consisting of approximately 142 feet of 8-inch 

clay pipe is in poor condition and is a source of stormwater inflow to the sanitary sewer. 

 

The Water Department solicited bids from contractors to replace this section of sewer and 

four bids were received and opened.  It was recommended to award this work to the low 

bidder, C.H. Kirkpatrick & Sons for their bid of $131,872.42. 

 

This is not a budgeted expense, but funds are available from sewer revenue, which will be 

paid through account #505.3320.52.2341. 

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve the West Avenue Sewer Replacement. 

Council Member Roth seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 

 

18. Road Tractor & Dump Trailer 

Mr. Beck stated the oldest of the two-day cab tractor-trailers used by the Water Pollution 

Control Plant to transport biosolids to land application sites is a 1998 Kenworth and 1998 East 

dump trailer. Both the tractor and trailer need to be replaced, as maintenance has become more 

frequent and expensive for each. 
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The Water Department and Garage solicited and received two bids for replacement vehicles. 

It was recommended to approve of the best bid from Peterbilt of Atlanta for the 2024 Peterbilt 

567-day cab tractor and MAC 28-foot dump trailer for a total price of $242,150.00.  This is the 

best bid as it meets or exceeds all bid specifications, and the tractor delivery time is 26-30 weeks 

versus 55 weeks for Nextran.  The tractor is the most pressing need for this purchase.  The MAC 

trailer delivery lead time is longer than the East trailer but is $21,214 less than the East trailer 

from this vendor. 

The purchase price will be added to the FY23-24 budget since delivery will not occur until 

approximately September 2024. Expenses will be charged to account 505.3330.54.2200. 

 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the Road Tractor & Dump Trailer 

purchase. Council Member Fox seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Vote: 

4-0 

 

19. Fiber Optic Conduit 

 

Steven Grier, Fiber Com Director, stated this item is the purchase of 15,000 feet of 1 1/4” 

conduit for stock.  This is a budgeted item but will be funded by the 2020 SPLOST.  The total 

amount is $10,800.00 from Utilicom Supply Associates and was recommended for approval. 

 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve Fiber Optic Conduit. Council Member 

Fox seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 

 

20. Fire Fighter Uniforms 

 

Scott Carter, Fire Chief, stated he respectfully requested approval to purchase uniforms for 

FY 22/23. This is being done with a single source provider since this vendor has all 

Cartersville patches, specifications and required embroidery in stock. There are no local 

vendors who can supply this specialized order. The vendor is T & T Uniforms of Smyrna. The 

total of the 4 invoices will be $31,362.40. This is a budgeted purchase.  

 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve Fire Fighter Uniform purchase. Council 

Member Fox seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 

 

21. Station 2 Gate Motor Replacement 

Mr. Carter stated that he respectfully requested to replace the existing 2002 motor and swing 

gate operators at Station 2 as they cannot be repaired.  A quoted price of $7,850.00 from Auto 

Gate Solutions to remove the existing gate operators and replace them with two new ones was 

received. The new gate operators will have a 5-year manufacturer’s warranty on parts and a 1-

year warranty of labor and workmanship. This will be paid from regular budget maintenance 

funds.  

 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the Station 2 Gate Motor Replacement. 

Council Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 
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22. Bucket Truck Replacement  

 

Derek Hampton, Electric Department Director, stated the Electric Department is requesting 

authorization to purchase a replacement for Truck #516, which is a 2003 Model, 55’ reach 

Bucket Truck. Approval was recommended to purchase a replacement 60’ Bucket truck on a 

Freightliner chassis from Altec for a cost not to exceed $335,000, with approximately 1/3 of the 

cost of the truck to be saved annually in reserves, then paid upon the delivery date in 2026. This 

has been/will be accounted for in the existing and future budgets. 

 

Council Member Roth made a motion to approve the Bucket Truck Replacement. Council 

Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 

 

23. Tourism Product Development Funds for CVB Marketing 

Mr. Porta stated he requested the expenditure of $20,000 in Tourism Product Development 

funds to partner with the Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB), Bartow County and LakePoint 

for an interactive community corner inside the Champions Center. The purpose of this is to 

provide information to LakePoint visitors about things to do, restaurants and places to stay in 

Cartersville and Bartow County.  This is not a budgeted expense. 

 

Council Member Fox made a motion to approve Tourism Product Development Funds for 

CVB Marketing. Council Member Roth seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

Vote: 4-0 

 

ADDED ITEM 

 

24. MOU for Opioid Litigation 

 

Mr. Lovell presented a Memorandum of Understanding with the State of Georgia in regard 

to the Opioid Litigation and recommended approval.  

 

Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve the MOU for Opioid Litigation. 

Council Member Fox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Vote: 4-0 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no other business to discuss, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn. 

 

 Meeting Adjourned at 7:35 P.M. 

 

 

/s/ ____________________________ 

       Matthew J. Santini 

Mayor 

ATTEST:       

/s/ ____________________________ 

Julia Drake 

City Clerk 


