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2. Photographs of all elevations of structure of property on its lot 

- The photos attached are of the existing home from all directions. You will notice a few more from the 
back of the property showing the location of the existing well as well as the heritage pecan tree directly 
behind the house, both of which we are planning to keep and work around.  

 

 

Front Elevation: This will remain the same, other than replastering and removing of the aluminum window 
screens that take away from the original windows. A light will also be added next to the front door and a 
new concrete landing/uncovered patio across the front of the house (this is shown in the plans and will 
not have a roof over it). It is also worth notating that the transom window above the front door will remain 
as well.  



 

East side of the house: We do not plan to change anything about this, other than a repair of the crack and 
repainting along with the plaster repairs. The window will remain, as will the attic access and chimney’s. 

Neither of these are functional or connected to a fireplace below. 

 

 



   

 

 

Rear/North Side of House: These 3 images show the location of the pecan tree and well. Along the north 
side, we will be adding on a full kitchen and dining space, as well as an outdoor patio along the back of 
the house. The well will be located inside the addition and cut down to floor level so you can walk over 
and see down it.   



 

West side of the house: Here is where the main addition will be tied into the existing pioneer home. We 
will cut into the existing house through this side, about 6ft behind where the window closest to the front 
of the home is. We are working around the original fireplace from the inside while also needing to make 
sure our addition is situated behind the 20ft setback line. Our addition will still tie in below the attic 
windows and will also leave the original only window to that side of the house. The old (original) home will 
be very easily distinguished from the new addition given how far back we are tying in here.  

 



#3 Detailed Description of Proposed Work 

We are calling this project the Iltis Homestead. When we made our offer to purchase this property, 
the realtor did not know much about it, nor the seller. Our priority was to figure out the name of who 
originally settled and built this home. After a few calls and tireless searches through deed records, 
we found that Jean Iltis was deeded this property from Henry Castro in July of 1853. 

Both my husband and I are of Alsatian decent (myself of the Tschirhart’s who settled here in 
Castroville, and my husband of the Rothe’s who settled D’Hanis) and it has always been a dream to 
restore a pioneer home here in Castroville. I have sold many over my time as a real estate agent and 
have often wished to have the opportunity to give new life to one of the many that sit abandoned. 

This house is currently not livable. We plan to gut the interior down to the walls and pour a slab 
inside of the pioneer home and lay new wood flooring throughout. We plan to have the existing 
home be a living area, laundry room (located at the back next to where the existing small kitchen is), 
bedroom and bathroom. Other than the obvious updates to electrical, plumbing and repointing 
rock walls, and adding HVAC, we will plan to simply restore this house to a livable/usable state. 

The addition to the West of the house will feature 2 bedrooms, 1 full bathroom and a small 
secondary living area that will have doors to connect to an outdoor gathering space in the backyard. 
To the north of the house, we will add a full kitchen and dining area that opens to the covered patio 
at the back of the house as well. Throughout the addition we will also run hard wood flooring with 
tile flooring in kitchen and bathrooms.  

After conversations with Selena Angel regarding the exterior façade, we plan to incorporate Stucco 
on facades visible from the right-of-way, as well as a section of stone on the front façade to pay 
homage to rock work we see on many historic homes here in Castroville. The original house will 
have a plaster finish to keep the original identity of the dwelling.  

For the color scheme on the exterior, we are using double latte brown color for the facia board/soffit 
on both new and existing buildings, a warm white heritage color for the structure itself, and cedar 
trim accents around all windows and doors. We will install a standing seam metal roof in the 
galvalume color, recommended by Selena Angel. For window and door selections, please reference 
our Selection Samples Sheet on item 5.  

For clarity, ALL Attic Access openings will be visible and untouched, ALL original window openings 
will remain, minus the small salt box windows at the exterior North/West corner that will be closed 
in with new addition. The front door location will not be moved or removed, however a new door, 
shown on item 5, will be installed in the same location and maintain a similar size to match exiting 
door. The transom window above front door will also remain. All chimneys will remain.  

 

 

 



#6 

Historically, this home was utilized as rental home and/or place to stay for visiting family and 
friends. Being that our primary residence is not going to be this house, we feel that it is fitting to 
reinstate this house as a short-term rental property for our family and friends who visit for holidays, 
weddings, parties, funerals, etc. By adding on to this dwelling, we can house visitors and bring back 
purpose to this historic building and reintroduce its original identity and usage. Visitors will be able 
to submerse themselves in Alsatian Culture and learn about the origin of our ancestors.   
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