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Agenda Item:  
 

Minor Change to PUD Approval Ordinance for Lockport Township Fire Protection 

District’s New Division Street Training and Maintenance Facility  
 

 

Summary:  

The PUD ordinance the City Council approved for the Lockport Township Fire Protection District’s 

(LTFPD) new Division Street training and maintenance facility project (#2016) included numerous 

approval conditions, including the following one, which impacts when building permits for this project can 

be issued: 

 

5.    Prior to issuance of any building permit(s), the District must secure IDOT approval for the 

construction of the proposed driveway improvement and curb cut onto Division Street. 

 

LTFPD has submitted the January 6, 2026, letter attached as Exhibit 1 to document its request for the City 

to modify this condition to allow the full building permit for the project to be issued while the IDOT permit 

review process for the project’s Division Street access improvements continues.  The letter also explains 

the rationale behind LTFD’s request and documents the Fire District’s commitment to comply with all final 

IDOT permit requirements.  

 

According to Section 10.4-2 of the Zoning Ordinance, “The City may approve minor changes in the 

Planned Unit Development which do not change the concept or intent of the development. Minor changes 

shall be any change not defined as a major change.”   

 

Background:  

On October 30th, 2025, the City issued the site development/grading permit for the project.  The majority 

of the mass site grading for the project has been completed, and the Fire District’s contractor is ready to 

begin foundation work for the building.   City staff has received and is prepared to issue a foundation 

building permit for the project.  Staff anticipates it would be able to issue the full building permit for the 

project before the end of January 2026. 

 

Staff Conclusions and Recommendation: 
Given the history and scope of this project, staff has determined it would be appropriate for the City Council 

to review and make a final decision on the requested minor PUD change. The City Attorney recommends 

any City Council approval of this request be memorialized in a new PUD Ordinance for the project that 

would include revised language for approval condition #5.  
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City staff supports the approval the requested minor amendment based on the following conclusions: 

 LTFPD’s commitment to comply with IDOT’s yet-to-be issued permit requirements for these 

improvements (see attached Exhibit 1). 

 LTFPD’s documented and consistent efforts over the past year and a half to secure IDOT’s 

direction on the scope and design of required Division Street access improvements for their project 

(see attached Exhibit 2). 

 The completion and operation of the project would have a positive impact on public safety in the 

community. The sooner the project is completed, the sooner these benefits will be realized.   

 

Based on these conclusions, City staff recommends approval of a minor PUD change that would replace 

the existing language of condition #5 with the following language: 

5. Permanent Division Street Access Improvements:    No permanent Division Street Access 

related improvements shall be constructed prior to IDOT issuing a permit for said improvements. 

No occupancy permit for the new training and maintenance facility shall be issued until the IDOT 

required Division Street access related improvements have been installed and are operational.   

 

Recommended Council Action: Direct staff and the City to (i) prepare a new PUD approval ordinance for 

the Lockport Fire Protection District’s new Division Street training and maintenance facility project that 

would replace existing PUD ordinance approval condition #5 with the staff recommended revised language 

and (ii) include said ordinance on the January 19, 2026, City Council meeting agenda for final action. 

Attachments: 

Exhibit 1 – January 6, 2026, Lockport Fire Protection District Minor PUD Change Request Letter 

Exhibit 2 – Timeline for Lockport Fire District Correspondence With IDOT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      EXHIBIT 1 

JANUARY 6, 2026, LOCKPORT FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

MINOR PUD CHANGE REQUEST LETTER  
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EXHIBIT 2 
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 TIMELINE FOR CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN LOCKPORT 

FIRE DISTRICT AND IDOT
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