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Special Use Auto Repair-Colliber Collision (1815 Plainfield Road) 

 
Summary:  Caliber Collision has filed an application for a special use for the property at 1815 
Plainfield Road. The requested special use is for auto repair. Caliber Collision is under contract to 
purchase the existing auto repair business at 1815 Plainfield Road, commonly known as Wreck’s Auto 
Repair. The applicant will take possession of the business only, not the building.  

Auto Repair has been conducted at this property since the 1990s under the ownership of Wreck’s Auto 
Repair, when auto repair was a permitted use in the B3 District. In 2000, auto repair became a special use, 
making the operation at 1815 Plainfield Road non-conforming. Since the business operation is being sold, 
the property must seek a special use to continue operation, per Section 5.5 of the Zoning Ordinance.  
 

5.5 SALE OF A NON-CONFORMING USE No non-conforming use or structure shall be sold, 
transferred or conveyed unless the same is made to conform to the use regulations of the district in 
which it is located 

 
The applicant appeared before the PCZBA on November 9, 2023, at which time the request received a 
favorable recommendation, conditioned upon the following: 
 

o No exterior repair of motor vehicles shall be permitted; all repairs must take place 
inside the building; 

o No vehicles sales or rental shall be permitted on the property, unless a special use has 
been approved, in accordance with Section 12.0; 

o No outdoor storage shall be permitted on the property, including, but not limited to, the 
following items: automotive parts, tires, automotive equipment;  

o Overnight parking of vehicles is permitted outside of the building, within the fenced 
area on the property; 

o No overnight parking of any semitrailers or other storage and/or hauling or moving 
requirement shall be permitted; 

o Hours of operation are Monday thru Friday, 7:30 am to 5:30 pm and a ½ day on 
Saturday by appointment only.  
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o No vehicles shall be allowed on the property with a weight of over eighteen thousand 
(18,000) pounds. 

o The area on the adjacent property to the south is limited to vehicle storage only, 
associated with the operations at 1815 Plainfield Road.  

 
This is the first special use request that will appear before the City Council since the Council discussed 
including an agreement to be signed by the applicant, acknowledging approval of the special use request and 
the associated conditions. This agreement will be included in the Ordinance.  
 
Recommended Council Action: If the Mayor and City Council are amenable to the proposed special use, I 
would ask that you authorize the City Attorney and Staff to prepare the necessary Ordinance and supporting 
documents to approve the request subject to the Findings of Fact and the conditions as outlined in the PC 
recommendation.  

Funding Source: N/A 

Budgeted Amount: N/A 

Attachments: 
• Plan Commission Report (and minutes) associated plans and documents  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To: Plan Commission/ZBA 

From: Maura A. Rigoni, AICP, Interim Planner 

Date: November 9, 2023 

Re: Caliber Collision Centers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Project Summary 
Caliber Collision has applied for a special use for the property at 1815 Plainfield Road. The requested 
special use is for auto repair. Caliber Collision is under contract to purchase the existing auto repair 
business at 1815 Plainfield Road, commonly known as Wrech’s Auto Repair. The applicant will take 
possession of the business only, not the building.  

Analysis 
In consideration of the request, the points of discussion and details are as follows. 

• The property is currently zoned B-3. The property is currently utilized by an auto repair business, 
Wrech’s Auto Repair. The applicant proposes to purchase the building business and continue to 
operate as an auto repair, providing the same services as Wrech’s Auto Repair.   

• Auto repair is a special use in the B-3 District. Wrech’s Auto Repair established operation in the 
late 1990s, when auto repair was a permitted use. In 2000, the city amended the zoning ordinance 
requiring a special use for auto repair. Wrech’s Auto Repair has operated as an existing non-
conforming use.   

• Since the business is being sold, Section 5.5 of the Zoning Ordinance takes effect, requiring the 
new business owner to seek approval of a special use to continue legally operating the auto repair 
business.  

 

Land Use Summary 

 Land Use Comp Plan Zoning 

Subject Parcel Business Business B3 

North Business Business B2/B3 

South Business Business B2 

East Business Business B2/B3 

West Forest Preserve Natural Preserve N/A 

Attachments 

Aerials, Supporting Documents prepared by the applicant. 

Project Details 

Project Caliber Collision 

Request SU Auto Repair 

Location 1815 Plainfield Road  

Site Details 

Lot Size:  N/A 

Existing Zoning  B3 
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5.5 SALE OF A NON-CONFORMING USE No non-conforming use or structure shall 
be sold, transferred or conveyed unless the same is made to conform to the use 
regulations of the district in which it is located. 

 
 

• The applicant has indicated (refer to documents provided) that the operation of the business will 
remain the same as Wrech’s Auto Repair. The only additional operation they are proposing is the 
administration of their auto glass repair service. This part of the business is a mobile business, and 
a portion of this facility will be utilized to operate this business.  

• The Zoning Ordinance requires auto repair provide parking at a ratio of four spots per bay, plus 
employees on the largest shift.  

o There are six bays, which would require 24 parking spaces. Currently on-site, there are 21 
striped parking stalls along the west property line and in front of the building, and 6 in the 
rear, with additional parking areas in the rear and side of the building.  

• Section 8.2-24 of the Zoning Ordinance outlines additional regulations for auto repair business. 
The special use request is subject to these regulations, when applicable.  The Plan Commission 
is encouraged to place a condition requiring compliance with Section 8.2-24 of the Zoning 
Ordinance.  

o An eight (8) foot fence shall be maintained adjacent to all residential properties; 
o No exterior lighting shall be permitted to shadow adjacent residential properties; 
o No exterior repair of motor vehicles shall be permitted; all repairs must take place inside 

the building;. 
o No vehicles sales or rental shall be permitted on the property, unless a special use has 

been approved, in accordance with Section 12.0; 
o No outdoor storage shall be permitted on the property, including, but not limited to, the 

following items: automotive parts, tires, automotive equipment;  
o No overnight parking of vehicles is permitted outside of the building, unless reviewed and 

approved in conjunction with the special use, and adequate screening is provided; 
o No overnight parking of any semitrailers or other storage and/or hauling or moving 

requirement shall be permitted; 
o No vehicles shall be allowed on the property with a weight of over eighteen thousand 

(18,000) pounds. 
• It is noted the property is not adjacent to residential properties; however, a fence completely 

encloses the rear of the building and the east side of the property.  
• In 2016 a permit was issued to Wrech’s Auto Repair for the installation of a fence on the adjacent 

property to the south for additional parking.  The Plan Commission is encouraged to place a 
condition limiting this area to vehicle storage only, associated with the operations at 1815 
Plainfield Road.  

 
 
Items for discussion are as follows:  

• The existing use and requested special use 

Please contact me at 815-412-2721 or mrigoni@reltd.com with any questions or concerns 

 

 

.  
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FUTURE LAND USE MAP-COMP PLAN 2014 

 

  

ZONING MAP 
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