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RICHLAND 
88A
REFERENDUM

Clear information about the ballot 
question and what either outcome would 
mean for Richland.

Community 
Information Meetings

d88a.org/referendum-2026
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LIMITING RATE QUESTION ON NOVEMBER 
3rdPROPOSITION SUBMITTED TO VOTERS OF RICHLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT 88A

d88a.org/referendum-2026

Shall the limiting rate under the Property Tax 
Extension Limitation Law for School District 
Number 88A, Will County, Illinois, be increased by 
an additional amount equal to 0.3900% above the 
limiting rate for levy year 2025 for school purposes, 
and be equal to 2.7833% of the equalized assessed 
value of the taxable property therein for levy year 
2026?

YES

NO

OFFICIAL BALLOT

PROPOSITION TO INCREASE THE LIMITING RATE
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LIMITING RATE vs. BOND
BOTH VOTER APPROVED. TWO DIFFERENT PURPOSES.

1997
Proposition to

Increase Limiting Tax Rate
for Education

2002
Proposition to

issue $6,000,000
School Building Bonds

2005
Proposition to

issue $10,000,000

School Building Bonds

Limiting Rate Building Bonds
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
ACCOMPLISHED OVER THE PAST 20 YEARS WITHOUT GOING TO THE COMMUNITY FOR REFERENDUM

“Filled”
New Building

Asbestos
Abatements

Additional
Classrooms

Reduced
Tax Rate

Multi-Million
Roof Repairs

Safety/Security 
Enhancements
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HOW RICHLAND COMPARES
2025 LIMITING RATES FOR LTHS 205 FEEDER ELEMENTARY DISTRICTS

d88a.org/referendum-2026

Source: willcountyclerk.gov
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Federal pandemic relief 
funding is no longer available.

END OF RELIEF FUNDS
Transportation and special 

education costs have increased.

RISING COSTS

State reimbursement rates for 
required programs have declined.

LOWER REIMBURSEMENT

WHY NOW? 
THREE CHANGES ARE WIDENING THE OPERATING GAP

d88a.org/referendum-2026
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WHY NOW?
d88a.org/referendum-2026

AVAILABLE REVENUE HAS NOT KEPT PACE WITH THE COST OF REQUIRED SERVICES.
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HOW SCHOOL FUNDING WORKS
RICHLAND FUNDING BREAKDOWN

d88a.org/referendum-2026

LOCAL
Property taxes and other 
local revenue

STATE
Evidence-Based Funding 
and reimbursements for 
required services

FEDERAL
Funding for specific 
programs and student needs

SALARIES & BENEFITS
Teachers, paraeducators, support services, 
maintenance, clerical, administration 

SUPPLIES & 
PURCHASED SERVICES
General education, special 
education, transportation, 
curriculum, extra-curriculars, 
technology, supplies, utilities, etc.

OTHER
Higher special education needs, 
Principle & interests, registrations 

Source: illinoisreportcard.com & audited financial statements
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WHAT STEPS HAS RICHLAND TAKEN?
EXPENSE REDUCTIONS HAVE HELPED, BUT THE OPERATING GAP REMAINS

$650,000+
STAFFING REDUCTIONS FOR 2026-27

Increased class sizes

d88a.org/referendum-2026

Administrative restructuring

Reduced intervention, 
social work and support staffing

Eliminated Summer Extension 
Program 
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
THE ELECTION OUTCOME DETERMINES THE DISTRICT'S NEXT FINANCIAL STEPS

d88a.org/referendum-2026

$1.3M+
In Reductions

MINIMUM REDUCTION-PLANNING 
TARGET FOR 2027-28

including further significant staffing reductions, elimination 
of all after school athletics & activities, and other areas

Without additional revenue
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PROPERTY TAX IMPACT
ACTUAL AMOUNT DEPENDS ON PROPERTY VALUE AND APPLICABLE EXEMPTIONS

$130
PER YEAR

Official estimate for a 
single-family home with a 
$100,000 fair-market value

FIND YOUR ESTIMATE
Use your property's Fair Cash 

Value and exemptions in 
Richland's online tax calculator.

d88a.org/referendum-2026

https://www.d88a.org/referendum-2026/financial-facts-tax-impact#taxcalculator
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FAIR CASH VALUE
FIND ON YOUR MOST RECENT PROPERTY TAX BILL OR ONLINE AT WWW.WILLCOUNTYSOA.COM

d88a.org/referendum-2026

301,776

https://www.d88a.org/referendum-2026/financial-facts-tax-impact#taxcalculator
https://www.d88a.org/referendum-2026/financial-facts-tax-impact#taxcalculator
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THANK YOU
LEARN MORE AND SUBMIT QUESTIONS ANYTIME

d88a.org/referendum-2026

YOUR DECISION. YOUR RICHLAND
Ultimately, this is a community decision. 
Our job is to make sure you have clear 
information about the question and what 
either outcome would mean for Richland.

d88a.org/referendum-2026

https://www.d88a.org/referendum-2026/
https://www.d88a.org/referendum-2026/

