RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A POLICY FOR
REMOTE ATTENDANCE AT PUBLIC MEETINGS

WHEREAS, the Illinois Open Meetings Act allows elected officials to attend meetings by remote
audio or video link under specified conditions (5 ILCS 120/7); and

WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities are required to adopt a policyiconsistent with the Open
Meetings Act for situations when the City Council wishes to allow remote attendance; and

WHEREAS, the recent COVID-19 public health emergency has highlighted the necessity for
members of the City Council to be able to participate in City Couneil meetings, even when
personally ill or under other emergency circumstances; and:

WHEREAS, THE Corporate Authorities have reviewed the Policy set forth below and have
determined that they meet the requisites of the Open Meetings A¢t to allow for remote attendance
in appropriate settings while still favoring in-person attendance at meetings, and that the same
should be adopted;

NOW, THEREFORE, be it Resolved by the City Council of the City of Crest Hill, Will County,
Illinois, pursuant to its statutory authority, as follows:

SECTION 1: PREAMBLE. The City Council hereby finds that all of the recitals contained in
the preamble to this Resolution are true, corréét and complete and are hereby incorporated by
reference thereto and/made a part hereof.

SECTION 2: POLICY ADOPTED; It is the policy of the City of Crest Hill to allow remote
attendance at meetings under the following circumstances and in accord with the Policy attached
hereto as Exhibit A, which is hereby approved and adopted as the Policy of the City of Crest Hill
for Remote Attendance of Meeting.

SECTION 3: SEVERABILITY. [fany section, paragraph, clause or provision of this Resolution
is held invalid, the invalidity of such section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not affect any
other provision of this Resolution.

SECTION 4: REPEALER. All ordinances, resolutions or orders, or parts thereof, which conflict
with the provisions of this Resolution, are to the extent of such conflict hereby repealed.

SECTION 5: EFFECTIVE DATE. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately
upon its passage and approval, as provided by law.

[Intentionally Blank]



PASSED THIS 15™ DAY OF APRIL, 2024.

Aye Nay Absent Abstain

Alderman John Vershay

Alderman Scott Dyke

Alderwoman Claudia Gazal

Alderman Darrell Jefferson

Alderperson Tina Oberlin

Alderman Mark Cipiti

Alderman Nate Albert

Alderman Joe Kubal

Mayor Raymond R. Soliman

Christine Vershay-Hall, City Clerk

APPROVED THIS 15T DAY OF APRIL, 2024.

Raymond R. Soliman, Mayor

ATTEST:

Christine Vershay-Hall, City Clerk






Exhibit A

CITY OF CREST HILL REMO ; E @;%&ANCE POLICY FOR PUBLIC
INGS?

A. Members of the Council, as well as any boards and commissions of the City, may attend a
meeting without being physically present if the following conditions are met:

1. In addition to holding meetings pursuant to the Open Meetings Act, 5 Illinois Compiled
Statutes 120/1 et seq., City Council (or board or commission) meetings shall be subject to the
following rules:

a. A quorum of the City Council (or board or commission) shall be physically present at
the location of an open or closed meeting.

b. Provided a quorum is physically present, a member may be allowed to attend the
meeting by audio or video conferencing.

c. Any member who wishes to be considered present at a meeting via audio or video
conference may make such a request to the City Council (or board or commission) by notifying
the Clerk three (3) days prior to the meeting, unless advance notice is impractical, that the
member cannot physically attend the meeting for one L]) of the following reasons:

(1) Personal illness or disability; < ’\\

(2) Employment purposes or Cit L&%s, or
(3) A family or other emerger S
d. An affirmative vote by a majority of the City Council (or board or commission)

physically present may allow a member to attend a meeting as provided herein. The member will
be deemed authorized to attend the meeting electronically even if no motion to approve is made
and seconded. A motion objecting to a member’s remote attendance must be approved by two-
thirds of the members of the public body physically present at the meeting. If a motion objecting
to a member’s remote attendance fails to achieve the required two-thirds vote of the members of
the public body physically present, the member’s remote attendance and electronic participation
shall be deemed approved.

e. The Clerk shall record in the minutes of every meeting the members physically present,
absent, and present remotely by audio or video conference.

2. The non-present Council (or board or commission) member shall provide a telephone
number where he or she can be reached and must be available when contacted prior to the start of
the meeting. The telephone of the non-present member must provide a clear connection and be in
a location with relatively no background noise. If other electronic means of communication are
utilized, it must provide a clear audio connection with relatively no background noise. Members
may not participate by facsimile, text, electrom ﬂafl or other means without audio connection.

3. A member shall be considered nrb.{;c!\?lm urposes of voting if the member is present by
electronic means. If the City C num&“‘gs \\\f‘mg on an ordinance or resolution authorizing,
approving or providing for the l\.\}\ tsr:_nol4 bonds (as that term is defined in the Local



Government Debt Reform Act ), or the Council/board/commission is conducting any hearing
required by law, then any member attending the mc\tmg by audio or video conference shall be
considered absent for purposes of voting. A\ 3

4. The Mayor or temporary plgbldlh}z, 3? hcu (or Chair) must announce, prior to roll call,
that a member is participating runo\t\:l )> by telephone or other electronic means.

5. The non-present member must answer the roll call and, at that time, state that he or she is
unable to attend in person and is willing and able to participate by telephone or other electronic
means.

6. The non-present member must be able to hear all comments made by other Council (or
board or commission) members and from the audience if public comments are expected.

7. All members and the public must be able to hear the comments of the non-present
member.

8. All votes shall be taken by roll call.
9. The meeting shall comply with the Open Meetings Act.
10. Any meeting must be chaired by a person”-{who is physically present at the meeting.

11. In the event more than one (1) mmnbe{ wishes to attend the same meeting via telephone,
the first member to inform the City Clerk kk\nll be allowed to participate telephonically. In its
discretion, the Council (or board or Lommjssmn) may grant exceptions, by motion, to the
limitations set forth in this subsection’)A(11).

B. Remote Attendance Without A Quorum Physically Present In The Event Of A Disaster
Declaration. Any open or closed meeting of any City body subject to the requirements of the
Illinois Open Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120), including the City Council or any of its boards,
commissions, or committees, may be conducted by audio or video conference, without the
physical presence of a quorum of the members, so long as the requirements of the Illinois Open
Meetings Act (as may be amended) for such meetings have been met.



