Town of Cortland Clerks Office

FOIA Report
September 28, 2026

The Clerks Office and the Police Department are responsible for answering Freedom of
Information Act Requests (FOIA Requests) submitted to the Town per Federal and State
Statute. Through 2025, the Town of Cortland, on average, received 118 requests per year. In
late 2025, there was an emergence of requests generated by “Mass Requestors”, who are
generally defined as individuals, organizations, companies, or Al sources that send
copy/paste requests to more than one public body. For the majority of 2026, the Town has
seen at least a 100% increase in the amount of FOIA requests received compared to this
time in 2025, due to the volume of these mass requests. To Note: The Town is not the only
community to see this level of increased requests. Going forward, the Clerks Office will
provide a monthly report on the number of requests received, their general sources, and
the time it has taken to fill requests.

2024 2025 2026 (To Date)
General FOIA 64 42 929
Police FOIA 55 76 86
Total 119 118 185




