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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 

NEIGHBORWORKS COLUMBUS AND 
COLUMBUS CONSOLIDATED 

GOVERNMENT 

1. Parties. This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is made and

entered into on this 26th day of May, 2026 (“Effective Date”), by and 

between COLUMBUS CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT, hereafter called “the 

Recipient,” whose address is 1111 1st Avenue, Columbus, GA 31901, and 

COLUMBUS HOUSING INITIATIVE, INC. dba NEIGHBORWORKS 

COLUMBUS, hereafter called “the Sub-recipient,” whose address is 345 6th Street, 

GA 31901. Recipient and Sub-recipient are collectively referred to as the “Parties”. 

2. Contract. This MOU is bound by the conditions and requirements 
listed in the OneGeorgia Rural Workforce Housing Initiative Award packet dated 

March 19, 2026, hereafter referred to as the “Contract.” The Contract contains six 

sections: a letter of congratulations (Exhibit A), an award determination letter 

(Exhibit B), a “Statement of OneGeorgia Equity Fund General Conditions 

(Exhibit C),” a “Statement of Special Conditions (Exhibit D),” and a “OneGeorgia 

Equity Fund Approved Budget (Exhibit E), and Zoning Conditions (Exhibit F).” 

3. Funding. The source of funding for this engagement is the OneGeorgia 
Rural Workforce Housing Initiative Award made by DCA to the Columbus 

Consolidated Government under the terms of the Contract (the “Award Funds”). The 

parties acknowledge that awarded institutions of the state of Georgia are prohibited 

from pledging the credit of the state of Georgia. If the source of payment for the 

charges payable hereunder no longer exist or are determined to be insufficient, 

this Agreement shall terminate without further obligation. 

4. Purpose. The purpose of this MOU is to define the preliminary terms 
and conditions of the use of the Award Funds for the construction of infrastructure 

associated with the Newman’s Crossing subdivision, which is to contain 62 

affordable, single-family workforce housing units (the “Units”), to be located at 988 

Farr Road, Columbus, GA, 31906 and to be developed by Sub-recipient (the 

“Development”). The Award Funds shall be used for site preparation and the 

construction of water and sewer lines and facilities, streets, and flood and drainage 

improvements (collectively the “Infrastructure Improvements”). Sub-recipient agrees 

to construct the Units for sale at no less than $125,000 and no greater than $290,000. 

The proposed activity is funded through the following sources: 

OneGeorgia Equity Fund: $2,500,000 

Fort Benning Technology Park TAD Fund: $2,952,000 
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NeighborWorks Capital: $1,500,000 

 

5. Term of MOU. This MOU shall be effective immediately upon 

execution by all duly authorized representatives of the Parties hereto and shall remain 

in full force and effect until the earlier of December 31, 2028 or the date the 

construction of the Infrastructure Improvements is completed. 

 

6. Responsibilities of Parties. The Recipient shall be responsible for 

administering the OneGeorgia award in compliance with the Contract and all local, 

state and federal laws. 

 

Additional Recipient responsibilities include the following: 

A. Verification of appropriate expenditures, submit drawdowns, and reports to 

appropriate entities. 

B. Maintain accounting records in accordance with the Uniform Chart of 

Accounts for Local Governments in Georgia, as mandated under state law 

(O.C.G.A. § 36-81-3). 

C. Submit an annual financial audit conducted in accordance with Generally 

Accepted Government Auditing Standards that covers all or part of the award 

period, to include a Source and Application of Funds Schedule and a Project 

Cost Schedule for all OneGeorgia funds.  

By signature hereto, the Sub-recipient acknowledges that it has received an executed 

copy of the Contract and shall assume and be responsible for its obligations under 

the Contract, directly administering the OneGeorgia award in compliance with the 

Contract and all local, state and federal laws. In addition, the Sub-recipient shall have 

the responsibility of procuring, planning, designing, and supervising the construction 

of the Infrastructure Improvements. The estimated cost of all proposed infrastructure, 

including the Infrastructure Improvements, and construction of the 62 Units is 

$17,267,348.00. The Sub-recipient shall assume monetary obligation for all aspects 

of this MOU and the Recipient shall not be held liable for any direct funding for the 

Development. The Sub- recipient must cover the balance of funding for any cost 

overruns for the Infrastructure Improvements that exceed the Award Funds. The 

Sub-recipient shall manage and maintain the Infrastructure Improvements through 

the completion of the Development. 

 

Additional Sub-recipient responsibilities include the following: 

 

A. Retain documentation for which the funding was used, for a minimum of fifteen 

(15) years from the date of the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy for the 

newly constructed Units to include infrastructure and documentation ensuring 
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affordability was met. 

B. Comply with the Environmental Policy Act (O.C.G.A. § 12-16-1 et seq.) as it 

relates to all land disturbing activity, obtain plan and specification approval 

from the Georgia Environmental Protection Division as required, and obtain all 

pertinent permits (e.g., soil disturbance, erosion control, etc.) from the 

Columbus Consolidated Government as needed.  

C. Certify that no conflicts of interest exist in regard to the Development. 

D. Comply with the requirements of O.C.G.A. §50-36 entitled “Verification of 

Lawful Presence Within United States” and verify the lawful presence in the 

United States of any natural person 18 years of age who has applied for state or 

local benefits, as defined in 8 U.S.C. Section 1621, or for federal public 

benefits, defined in U.S.C. Section 1611.  

E. Comply with the requirements of O.C.G.A. § 13-10-91 under Article 3 entitled 

“Security and Immigration Compliance.”   

F. Comply with the zoning conditions approved in Ordinance 24-070 by the 

Columbus Consolidated Government City Council on December 17, 2024. 

G. Provide access to all applicable records for DCA/Recipient inspection. 
 

H. Meet with the Recipient and DCA staff to ensure compliance/progress, upon 

request. 
 

I. Provide accurate and timely progress reports to Recipient every six months in 

accordance with DCA’s bi-annual performance reporting format. 

 

J. Issue bid documents, and ensuring bid documents and contract documents 

meet local, state, and federal regulations and contain necessary language to 

satisfy all applicable requirements. 
 

K. Submit for DCA/ Recipient's approval the final executed copies of the bid 

specifications and tabulations and contract(s), including a copy of the executed 

contract, Bid bond, Performance bond, and Payment bond, for the Development 

prior to the drawdown of funds. 

 

L. If the scope of work changes in relationship to the approved budget or Pro Forma, 

the Sub-recipient must inform the Recipient and receive approval from DCA 

before moving forward with change orders. 

 

7. General Provisions 

 

A. Amendments. Either Party may request changes to this MOU. Any changes, 
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modifications, revisions, or amendments to this MOU which are mutually 

agreed upon by and between the Parties to this MOU shall be incorporated 

by written instrument, and effective when executed and signed by all Parties 

to this MOU. 

 

B. Applicable Law. The construction, interpretation and enforcement of this 

MOU shall be governed by the laws of the State of Georgia.  Any and all legal 

disputes among the parties shall be brought in the Superior Court of 

Muscogee County, Georgia, and the parties agree to the venue and 

jurisdiction of such court. 

 

C. Entirety of Agreement. This MOU, consisting of seven (7) sections, 

represents the entirety of the agreements between the Parties concerning the 

Contract and use of the Award Funds and supersedes all prior negotiations, 

representations and agreements, whether written or oral. 

 

D. Severability. Should any portion of this MOU be judicially determined to be 

illegal or unenforceable, the remainder of the MOU shall continue in full 

force and effect; provided, however, the Parties shall make good faith 

attempts to agree upon terms in replacement of such unenforceable terms.. 

 

E. Third Party Beneficiary Rights. The Parties do not intend to create in any 

other individual or entity the status of a third party beneficiary, and this MOU 

shall not be construed so as to create such status. The rights, duties and 

obligations contained in this MOU shall operate only between the Parties to 

this MOU, and shall inure solely to the benefit of the Parties to this MOU. 

The provisions of this MOU are intended only to assist the Parties in 

determining and performing their obligations under this MOU. The Parties to 

this MOU intend and expressly agree that only Parties to this MOU shall have 

any legal or equitable right to seek to enforce this MOU, to seek any remedy 

arising out of a Party's performance or failure to perform any term or 

condition of this MOU, or to bring an action for the breach of this MOU. 

 

F. Limitation of Liability. The Recipient shall not be held liable for any 

allegation that a qualified contractor's performance infringes or violates a 

third party’s rights, including proprietary information and non-disclosure 

rights, or any intellectual property rights. Neither party shall be held liable 

for claims arising solely from the acts, omissions, or negligence of the other 

party. 

 

G. Termination. This MOU may be terminated for convenience of either party 

upon delivery of thirty (30) days written notice of intent to do so, signed by 

a duly authorized representative of either party; or by operation of law. 
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In the event of termination of this MOU for any reason, the Subrecipient 

will remain liable for only those amounts, if any, incurred up to and 

including the termination date, subject to appropriations and the payment 

terms related to this Agreement. 

 

H. Default. If there is an event of default, the non-defaulting party shall provide 

written notice thereof requesting that the breach or noncompliance be 

remedied within ten (10) days from the date of such notice. If the breach or 

noncompliance is not remedied by such date, the non-defaulting party 

may immediately terminate this MOU, in whole or in part, without 

additional written notice. 

 

I. Default Repayment. If an event of default by Sub-recipient is not remedied 

by the date provided in the default notification, the Sub-recipient shall remit 

the total amount of the Award Funds received from the Recipient no later 

than forty-five (45) days after the date of the notification letter. Should the 

Sub-recipient fail to remit the total amount of the award to the Recipient in 

a timely manner, the Recipient shall have the right, in its sole discretion, to 

impose all remedies available at law or equity. 
 

 

 

 

 

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 

[SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each party, by its respective officers authorized so to do, have 

executed this MOU as of the Effective Date. 
AGREED: 

 

 

 
COLUMBUS CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT 

 

By:  

 

B. H. “Skip” Henderson III, Mayor 

 

Date:  

Attest:  

Lindsey Mclemore, Clerk of Council 

 

Date:  

OFFICIAL SEAL: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLUMBUS HOUSING INITIATIVE, INC. 

By:  

 

Kimberly Poole, President & CEO  

 

Date:  

 

Attest:  
 

Date:        

 



Exhibit A



Award Notification Letter

Dear Kimberly Mitchell,

Congratulations! This is to inform you that your application is now
awarded.

Project: Newman's Crossing

Program: (OGA) OneGeorgia Rural Workforce
Housing Fund FY26

Notification Date: 03/27/2026

Approval Date:

Approved Amount: $2,500,000.00

Federal Awards: No federal funds were included in this
award.

Other Awards:
ORG0285 (OGA) OneGeorgia Rural
Workforce Housing Fund FY26:
$2,500,000.00

Agency: OneGeorgia
Authority
Fiscal Year: 2026

Total Other: $2,500,000.00
Total Match: $2,952,000.00

Period of Performance: 03/19/2026 - 09/19/2228
Award/Contract

Number: 26wh-MCR-5-5312

Ein: 58-1097948
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Exhibit C







Exhibit D



Exhibit E



Exhibit F
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