
NOTICE 
 

This presentation is not an official attachment to Item #15 on 

the City Attorney's Agenda. It is being included in the agenda 

packet at the request of Councilor Tucker, following a referral 

submitted during the June 9, 2026, Council Meeting. 







Proposed water and sewer layout, upgrades, and additions

Sewer Water

12,250 linear feet 4-
inch force main

4,900 linear feet 8-
inch water main 

(primary)

New on-site pump 
station

7,850 linear feet 8-
inch water main 

(secondary)

33,250 linear feet 8-
inch force main 

(Kendell Creek Basin)

New lift station 
(Kendell Creek Basin)

Upsize 1,620 linear feet 
of 12-inch sewer main 

to 15-inch (Dozier 
Creek Basin)

Increase pumping 
capacity at Dozier 
Creek Lift Station

*Estimated cost- $30M 
**Developer responsible for all costs



Capacity in context

Even after adding Project Ruby to the full buildout, CWW would still use only 35.9% of the permitted daily capacity.

Recirculated cooling keeps Project Ruby comparatively modest in daily water demand.

Current average
32 MGD

Project Ruby full buildout
0.330 MGD

CWW permitted capacity
90 MGD



Project Ruby would rank #5 among CWW’s current highest-volume customers at full buildout.

MGD = million gallons per day. Rankings compare Project Ruby’s full-buildout daily demand with the current top 10 CWW usage customers.

Full buildout demand: 
330,000 gallons per day 
(0.330 MGD)



Industrial Pretreatment Program



Columbus Water Works | Project Ruby Water Use Context

Drought Declaration and Drought Response Levels
Quick facts from the Columbus Water Works drought management framework

• During drought conditions, Columbus Water Works may impose water-use restrictions in Columbus at the direction of the Georgia EPD to 
comply with the Georgia Water Stewardship Act and the Drought Management Rule.

DRL-0
WATER

STEWARDSHIP
ACT

• Outdoor irrigation allowed 
daily only between 4:00 
p.m. and 10:00 a.m.

DRL-1
DROUGHT
ADVISORY

• Public campaign / outreach
• Website updates
• Bill insert messages
• Bill announcements
• Facebook / blog
• DR committee 

communication

DRL-2
MANDATORY

RESTRICTIONS

• Includes DRL-1, plus:
• Two-day odd/even watering 

schedule
• No watering between 10:00 a.m. 

and 4:00 p.m.
• No watering on Mondays, Tuesdays, 

and Fridays
• Possible drought surcharge rate
• Suspend street sweeping program
• Accelerate leak detection / leak 

repair

DRL-3
ENFORCED

EMERGENCY DROUGHT
ORDER

• Includes DRL-1 and DRL-2, plus:
• No outdoor watering schedule
• Additional public information items
• Monetary penalties or possible service termination for 

excessive waste
• Pool cover communication
• Restaurants serve water only upon request
• Evaluate system pressure reduction
• Technical assistance program
• Retro-kit distribution

Key misconception to avoid: drought restrictions are level-based and targeted; they do not mean 
Columbus automatically loses the ability to serve new demand under every drought condition.



Columbus Water Works | Project Ruby Water Use Context

•CWW has sufficient water and wastewater capacity to serve Project Ruby 

at full buildout.

•All required water and sewer extensions, upgrades, and associated costs 

will be the responsibility of the developer. 

•Depending on the facility’s operations, an Industrial Pretreatment Permit 

may be required before discharging wastewater into the CWW sewer 

system. 

Summary
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