
TOURISM IS AN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY





ECONOMIC ANXIETIES EASING

45% Travelers 
believe they will be 

better off financially a 
year now

27% Travelers 
reported that inflation 
led them to cancel a 

trip

42% Travelers say 
high prices have kept 
them from traveling

30% Travelers say 
the present is a good 

time to spend on 
leisure travel

50% Travelers say 
travel is a priority in 

their budget

SOURCE: DESTINATION ANALYSTS





THE FORCES 
BEHIND TRAVEL 
MOTIVATION

• Quality time with loved ones

• Creating memories

• Experiencing new places

• Escaping the pressures of daily life and recharging

• Connecting with nature

• Visiting places of historical significance

• Food

• The chance to expand one’s perspective

• Concerts

• The arts

• Shopping
SOURCE: DESTINATION ANALYSTS



OTHER 
NOTEWORTHY 
TRAVEL 
TRENDS

• 24% Travelers have 

brought their pet along

• 44% Usually travel with 

their pet(s)

• 17% Used a travel advisor 

or travel agent in the past 

12 months
SOURCE: DESTINATION ANALYSTS





ESTIMATED 
VISITORS

2.3 MILLION
SOURCE: COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY



VISITOR SPENDING

$304 MILLION
SOURCE: COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY



JOBS 4,192

LOCAL INCOME

$109 MILLION

SOURCE: COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY



LARGEST 
EMPLOYMENT JOBS

• 284 ENTERTAINMENT, ARTS, 

RECREATION

• 616 RETAIL

• 997 LODGING & ACCOMMODATIONS

• 1,051 RESTAURANT & FOOD SERVICE
SOURCE: COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY



EACH DAY

• 6,421 PEOPLE VISIT COLUMBUS

• $832,154 TOTAL SPENDING

• $129.60 SPENDING PER VISITOR
SOURCE: COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY



TOTAL DAILY 
SPENDING
RESTAURANTS

$161,971
SOURCE: COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY



TOTAL DAILY 
SPENDING 
LODGING

$235,102
SOURCE: COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY



TOTAL DAILY 
SPENDING RETAIL

$169,667

SOURCE: COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY



TOTAL DAILY SPENDING ARTS, 
ENTERTAINMENT & RECREATION

$57,087

SOURCE: COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY



DAILY SPENDING 
GENERATES
SALES & LODGING TAX

$54,409

SOURCE: COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY



HOUSEHOLD SAVINGS

$534
SOURCE: COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY



COVID RECOVERY
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TOURISM IS AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY

QUESTIONS


