Honorary Designation Application For Street
Columbus, Georgia

Name of Honoree: ___Otis Sistrunk
James "Monk" Johnson

Requestor:

109 Morton Court - Fortson, GA 31808 - 706-580-0889
Contact Information:

Requested Location: Marilon Drive, Columbus, GA 31906

Existing Street Name: ___Marilon Drive

Before submitting this application, please read the code sections list below for information regafding the
honorary designation guidelines and process as set in the Columbus Code of Ordinances.

COLUMEBUS CODE OF ORDINANCES: Chapter 2 — Administration

ARTICLE VIL - BOARD OF HONOR FOR DISTINGUISHED CITIZENS

Sec. 2-81. - Established; purpose. ,
(a) A board of honor for distinguished citizens is hereby established for the purpose of honoring citizens through a

continuing memorial program in Columbus, Georgia, under which public activities, buildings, bridges and other
facilities may be named for citizens who distinguish themselves through service to the city,

(b) With respect to the naming of city streets, all proposals to rename an existing street or any segment thereof in honor
or memoty of any person living or dead, shall be referred to the board of honor for notice, inquiry and deliberation
consistent with the manner in which it conduets its other duties pursuant to this article. After inquiry and deliberation,
the board shall make a recommendation to the Columbus Council for honorary designation by resolution, official street
naming by ordinance, or-denial of the request. Provided, however, the provisions of this subsection shall not apply to
the naming of new streets pursnant to § 7.8.5 of the Unified Development Ordinance.

(¢) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, city-owned facilities named in memory of a person pursuant-to
subsection (a) may be reviewed by the Boaid of Honor or the Columbus Council after the lapse of a 15-year period from
the date of facility naming by the Columbus Couneil. (Ord. No. 75-92, § 1, 9-30-75; Ord. No. 11-57,.§ 1, 11-8-11; Ord.

No. 12-19, § 1, 4-24-12)

Sec. 2-84. - Rules of proceedings; compensation of members,
The board may make their own rules of proceedings for their organization procedures consistent with the ordinances
of Columbus and the State of Georgia. The members of the board shall serve without compensation. (Ord. No. 75-92, §

4, 9-30-75)

Sec., 2-85. - Memiorialization criteria,
Memorialization criteria shall be as follows:
(a) The board shall develop procedures for considering nominations of deceased citizens that have
distinguished themselves by outstanding service to the community;
(b) No memorialization motions will be made without the consent of the immediate family of the honoree and
without publi¢ notice of the motion being considered by the board of honor. (Ord. No. 75-92, § 5, 9-30-

75)
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Sec. 2-86. - Consideration, etc., of nominations for memorial designation of public property and activities.
From time to time, this board shall consider, inquire, deliberate and decide upon all nominations for memorial
designation of public property and activities, and will make their recommendation to the council within 30 days after

their actions. (Ord. No. 75-92, § 6, 9-30-75)

Is this request to change the name of an existing street, or to erect honorary signage on an existing street?
Please explain and provide the exact wording for requested naming and/or signage.
This request is to erect honorary signage on the existing street on Marilon Drive.

The honorary signage should read: Otis Sistrunk Drive

Criteria for Honorary Designation

Please complete the following questionnaire, which is used in the evaluation of each request for an honorary
designation. Use additional paper if required.

1. Historical and/or cultural influence of the Honoree on the City of Columbus:

Otis Sistrunk is a former professional football player who played seven seasons in the National Football

League (NFL) as a defensive lineman with the Oakland Raiders from 1971 to 1978. He later became

a professional wrestler in the National Wrestling Alliance (NWA). Sistrunk was one of the few NFL
players of his day that did not play college football. He went from William Henry Spencer High School

then played two years of semi-pro football for the West Allis Races in Wisconsin before joining the

the Norfolk Neptunes of the Continental Football League in 1969. He played three years for the
Neptunes (the last two in the semi-pro Atlantic Coast Football after the CPFL folded). Sistrunk was

inducted into the American Football Association's Semi Pro Football Hall of Fame. (CONTINUED ON ‘

ATTACHMENT A)

2. Provide proof of significant lineage or family ties to the City of Columbus:;

Oftis was born and raised in Colurmbus, GA and graduated from William Henry Spencer High School

in 1964, After his football career he returned home from 1978 to 1988 where he worked

with the U.S. Army at Ft Benning. He relocated to Seattle, Washington for a few years then returned

again in 2015 and now reisdes on Marilon Drive, a house he and his siblings bought for his mother,

Mrs Gertha Sistrunk and Grandmother, Mrs. Willie Randall in 1999, she turned 100 the following vear,

October 26, 2000, state and local officials alike recognized her milestone,
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3. Establish clear geographical relationship of the street to the Honoree’s area of interest:

The house at 2003 Marilon Drive was purchased over 20 years ago by Otis and his siblings for their

mother, Mrs. Gertha Sistrunk, who passed in 2005 and his grandmother, Mrs. Willie Randall who

preceeded his mother in death in 2003. Mrs. Randall lived to be 103 years of age! After, Otis' mom

passed, his sister, Mrs. Ruby Blue lived in the house until her health failed. Otis has lived in the house

on Marilon Drive since his return in 2015.

4. Clearly define community or public contribution made by the Honoree:

Otis has used his celebrity to mentor the youth at his former high school, William Henry Spencer High
School and his church, Forrest Park Baptist Church, 1537 Schatulga Rd, Columbus, GA. He provides

encouragement to all ages through his motivational speaking, most recently, at Wynnton Hill Baptist

Church, Peters Chapel Church and his alma mata, William Henry Spencer High School. He along with

~other local former NFL players, organized a bus trip to the NFL experience in Atlanta during the

Super Bowl LIl for students with improved GPAs and civic contributions. He also served on the

Uptown Reunion committee to support neighborhood revitalization and positive community involvement.

Signature of Applicant: 60/)4\_0—,“77’)9\}5: [\W
Date: ,)/'T/olf

Send this completed application to the Deputy Clerk of Council at Iglisson@columbusga.org

For questions, please contact the Clerk of Council’s office at (706) 653-4013,

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Date application was received by the Clerk of Council:

Date application was submitted to the Engineering Department to verify any conflicts with existing streéet and the

requested honorary designation:

Date response received from the Engineering Department:
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Any conflicts identified: YES NO

If so, give explanation and contact requestor:

Total cost associated with request;

Date applicant was notified of cost;

Applicant agreed to cost:

Date listed on Clerk of Council's agenda for the consideration of Council:

Motion to submit to the Board of Honor: No. Action taken:

Date reviewed by the Board of Honor:

Official action taken:

Upon approval from the Board of Honor, date resolution or ordinance fisted for adoption by Council:

Resolution No. Ordinance No.

Date executed resolution or ordinance and application forwarded to Engineering Department;

Completion date:

Additional Notes:
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Attachment A - Otis Sistrunk:

RAIDERS

aenid

A. Historical and/or cultural influence of the honoree on the City of
Columbus continued:

Cont'd from page 1

In 1971 the Oakland Raiders signed Sistrunk to their team. A

Sistrunk was named to the Pro Bowl in 1974. In 1976, playing under coach John
Madden, Sistrunk was part of the Raiders team that won Super Bowl XI against the
Minnesota Vikings. He retired after the 1978 season, finishing his career with seven
fumbles recovered and three interceptions in 98 games played.

He also had a brief movie career, appearing in Car Wash (1976) and as a police officer
in Alex de Renzy's “Babyface” (1977).

Sistrunk was also a professional wrestler in the National Wrestling Alliance and won the
NWA National Tag Team Championship with Terry Gordy in 1981.

After sports, he worked with the U. S. Army at Fort Benning, Georgia. Then transferred
to Seattle Washington to manage Cowan Memorial Stadium at Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Washington and assisted with their athletic training programs. He retired in
2015 and returned home, where he now lives on Marilon Drive.




Honorary Designation Street Naming
for Otis Sistrunk / Requestors Continued:

(Columbus, Georgia Residents):

Additional Requestors
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Honorary Designation Street Naming
for Otis Sistrunk / Requestors Continued:

(Columbus, Georgia Residents):
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Honorary Designation Street Naming

for Ofis Sistrunk / Requestors Continued:

(Columbus, Georgia Residents):

Additional Requestors
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Honorary Designation Street Naming
for Otis Sistrunk / Requestors Continued:

(Columbus, Georqid Residents):

Additional Requestors
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Honorary Designation Street Naming
for Otis Sistrunk / Requestors Continued:
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Honorary Designation Street Naming
for Ofis Sistrunk / Requestors Continued:

(Columbus, Georgia Residenis):
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Honorary Designation Street Naming
for Otis Sistrunk / Requestors Continuved:
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Additional Requestors
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Honorary Designation Street Naming
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(Columbus, Georqid Residents):
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Honorary Designation Street Naming

for Ofis Sistrunk / Requestors Continued:

(Columbus, Georgia Residents):
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Honorary Designation Street Naming
~ for Ofis Sistrunk / Requestors Continued:

(Columbus, Georgia Residents):
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Honorary Designation Street Naming

for Ofis Sistrunk / Requestors Continued:

(Columbus, Georqid Residents):

Additional Requestors
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