
River Safety Committee 
Initial Members

 Uptown Columbus
Ross Horner/Becca Zajac
(Ed Wolverton)

 Parks and Rec
Holli Browder/Becky Glisson

 Salt Life - Larry Laska

 DNR -Mitch Oliver/Jeremy Bolden 

 Safe Kids Columbus - Pam Fair

 Whitewater Express - Dan Gilbert

 Columbus Regional - Michael Zimmerman

 Georgia Power - Michael Barnet
(Dawson Ingram/Ricky Wilburn)

 Columbus Fire & EMS

Bruce Powell/Ricky Shores

 Columbus Police Dept -Robert Greene

 Phenix City - Shaun Culligan

 Outside World - Chris Largent

 River Warden - Henry Jackson

Established September 7, 2017



FIRST PROJECT:
2018 Pirate-themed Community Event



Initial Funding for the River 
Savvy Kids educational event 

that included 800 FREE 

Life Jackets for kids 
came from the 
Kiwanis Club of 
Columbus in 
2018/2019

2018 / 2019



Mayor’s River Safety Task Force

 The Mayor’s River Safety 
Task Force was created 
on July 9, 2019.

 An “Educational Sub-
Committee” was formed.

 This Sub-Committee 
combined with the 
existing River Safety 
Committee.



 Kiwanis Club of Columbus 
2018, 2019, 2020 

 Sea Tow Foundation 
2020, 2021, 2022

 Columbus Parks & Rec 
2021, 2022

 Academy Sports 
2019, 2021, 2022

 Uptown Columbus 
2019, 2022

 Georgia Power 
2019, 2021, 2022

 Safe Kids Worldwide Open 
Water Grant 2022 

Funding/Grants

Academy Sports, April 5, 2021

On-going Operational Funding continues to be a challenge 
Making it difficult to Plan Strategically



 Multi-agency River Safety Committee 
comprised of area open water/safety 
subject matter experts since 2017

 Annual River Safety Education
FREE Life Jacket Events: 
River Savvy Kids

 Swift Water Rescue Expert 
Assessments from 
Charlie Walbridge and  
_____ 

 DNR Boating Safety Courses offered

Accomplishments


