








































 

September 17, 2026 

Dear Columbus City Council Members, 

On behalf of VisitColumbusGA, I am glad to offer our support as the Columbus City Council considers development of a new 
parking garage connected to the Columbus Georgia Convention and Trade Center. We see this project as more than a 
parking garage; it is the necessary first step in a longer strategy to make Columbus a truly competitive convention, sports, 
and trade show destination, one that we believe should ultimately lead to an attached, dedicated convention hotel.  

Tourism is a key economic driver for our community. Last year, our destination welcomed over 3.1 million visitors, who 
generated total visitor spending of $650.3 million. Direct tourism and hospitality careers grew to almost 6,300 citizens, 
representing every district in Columbus. Visitors also fueled over $30 million in local sales and lodging tax revenue. Tourism 
works for Muscogee County. The more we think long term and big picture, the more we can continue to grow visitation, 
and with it, our tax base. 

The Trade Center remains one of Columbus’ most important economic engines. In its most recent fiscal year alone, the 
facility hosted more than 450 events and welcomed over 235,000 attendees, generating an estimated $15.9 million in 
economic impact for our community. 

But I also want to be transparent about why VisitColumbusGA views this as more than a standalone project. Modernized 
parking is the piece of Trade Center infrastructure the city can act on today; a headquarters hotel is the piece that will 
determine whether Columbus will compete at the next level for the conventions we are trying to attract. Improving access 
and safety now and demonstrating the city’s continued investment in the Trade Center and uptown meeting district 
campus, builds the case and the momentum for that next, larger step. 

That next step is not hypothetical. Columbus is the only city in our immediate competition set of Georgia destinations 
without an attached convention hotel. The term “under one roof” and “convention hotel limitations” is a constant reason 
Columbus loses business. Athens, Macon, Augusta, and the Gas South District all have this in place and continue to develop 
their meetings and event destinations. Columbus is a city that thinks big and has long-term vision in destination 
placemaking; however, for nearly two decades the Trade Center has needed to expand. The first step is to move forward 
with the previously approved SPLOST dollars and long-held bond funding for a parking garage that will improve parking 
conditions and aesthetically blend with the architecture on display in the surrounding historic district. 

To be clear about what a future connected hotel would and would not do: it is not about competing with Columbus’ 
existing hotel community for the travelers we already attract. It is about capturing group and convention business that 
currently bypasses Columbus entirely in favor of Savannah, Augusta, or Athens; business that would grow total visitor 
spending, room nights, and local tax revenue across our whole hospitality community rather than redistribute what we 
already have.  

The parking garage is the right next investment for the Trade Center today, and it keeps Columbus moving in the direction 
our data points to and our visitors need: toward a fully connected convention campus, anchored eventually by a dedicated 
hotel, that can compete for the business we are currently losing. On behalf of VisitColumbusGA and the clients and visitors 
who bring their business to Columbus each year, I respectfully request the Council’s support for this project. Thank you for 
your leadership and for keeping the Trade Center’s long-term competitiveness in view. 

It starts with a visit, 

 

Ashley Woitena 
President-CEO 
VisitColumbusGA 


