
Columbus Utilities Directors Update – 8/15/2024 

Past Month 

Electric:
 Outages and other repairs have been made 
 Highway K conversion work  
 Assisted Director on CIP 
 Lineman School has started 

 

Water: 

 Plant #1 Overflow project is nearing completion 
 The reservoir was fully drained for the work on the Overflow yet filled with Groundwater.  

Groundwater will be tested and the Reservoir Inspected 
 State DNR Testing 3 
 Hydrants are being flushed 
 Hydrants are being sandblasted and repainted 
 R-M is working with the Utility on providing a comprehensive CIP for the city and the 

stability of the Water Utility 

Sewer: 
 Clarifier Deck work is complete 
 Plant septage receiving has been reduced to a total of 2 hours per day during the week.\ 
 The plant has seen drastic improvement in its performance over the past month. 
 A change in the injection position of the Phosphorus treatment chemical hyper Ion has 

seen a marked improvement in our ortho-phosphorus values. 
 The hanger was completely emptied. 
 We have modified our operating procedure of our Aerobic Digesters in an effort to 

maximize volume reduction in conjunction with the enzyme addition. 
WWTP Staff and the Director met with R-M, the city of Mukwonago, and two vendors 
who pitched their dewatering equipment capabilities. 

 We are developing the CIP and should be finished for budgeting here soon. 
 

Upcoming Month 

Electric: 
 Finish up on projects that have been on the back burner over summer. 
 Inventory check and replenishment
 Verify PPE and all Safety Equipment is job ready. 

Water: 
 Identify the issue with Reservoir #1 and prepare for repairs. 
 Complete DNR required inspection of Reservoir #1 
 Continue Hydrant Flushing
 Continue Hydrant Painting 



 State DNR testing 
 Complete CIP and Budget for 2025 

Sewer:
 Continue to get the plant in an optimized state. 
 Open the plant to septage receiving “business as normal” hopefully! 
 Work with R-M and staff to prepare a pretreatment Program and FOG monitoring 

program. 
 Prepare a Rate case for collection system users. 
 Prepare Rate case for septage haulers based on concentrations and impact on plant 

health. 
 
Utility Overall: 

 Complete Budget 
 Interview candidates for WWTP Operator B position 
 Work through budget and department job descriptions and determine required staffing 

needs. 
 


















